Licking County Master Gardener Volunteers
Newark Grows
Silver slicer cucumber (vining)
Cucumis sativus

Cucumbers are relatively easy to grow in many different climates. Homegrown
cucumbers are tastier and crunchier than most store-bought varieties. They are in the
same family as squash and melons. This cucumber is white, sweet and never bitter.

Cucumber fruits can vary in size from a couple inches long to over a foot! There
are also round or oblong cucumbers with some varieties sprinkled with spines, which
wipe off easily.

Cucumbers are planted in spring, after the last frost. Space your cucumbers 18-
36 inches apart. If you plan to trellis your vines, you can plant them a few inches closer
together. This variety will produce harvestable fruit in 65 days from germination.

Plant type Annual

Mature size 8-8.5 inches

Sun exposure Full sun to partial shade (6 hours a day minimum)
Soil Type Rich, well-draining

Soil pH Acidic to neutral (5.5 to 7.0)

Hardiness zones 4-11 (Newark is zone 6)

Cucumber care

Water

Give the plants at least 1 inch of water per week especially when fruits are
present. Don’t let them sit in wet soil or let the soil dry out. Missing waterings leads to
bitter fruit. WATER THE SOIL AND NOT THE FOLIAGE. This will help with bacterial
and mildew issues.

Temperature and Humidity
Cucumbers love heat and thrive in the long hot days and warm nights of
summer.



Fertilizer

Cucumbers are heavy feeders. Start with a rich soil and side dress with compost
once the plants start blooming. Give them another dressing or dose of fertilizer about
3-4 weeks later, in mid-season.

Harvesting

It is best to harvest them when they are slightly immature. After they reach
maturity they start to turn yellow and become bitter. Do NOT pull them when
harvesting as you’ll damage the vines. It is best to cut cucumbers from the vine.

Companion flowers and herbs
Flowers
Calendula, marigolds, borage, cosmos, nasturtiums, sunflower and zinnia
Herbs
Coriander, dill, fennel, lemon balm and rosemary

Common Pests and Diseases
Pests
Squash vine borers, Squash bugs, cucumber beetles
Diseases
Powdery mildew, bacterial wilt and a few viruses

Sources
https./www.fedcoseeds.com/seeds/marketmore-76-slicing-cucumber-1312
https.//www.thespruce.com/growing-cucumbers-of-all-shapes-and-sizes-

1403458
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