
2024 Hartford Fair 
Livestock Quality Assurance 

Dairy / Dairy Feeder 
Project Packet 

Programming provided by OSU Extension - Licking County 



2024 Dairy Cattle 
Quality Assurance Training 

 
 

GPP #2: Establish and implement an efficient and effective herd 
health plan. 

Establishing a health management plan will help control disease and improve animal 
health.  Producers need to keep proper records, administer drugs properly, and avoid 
residues in their product;.  Two areas to consider are vaccination / health protocols and 
bio-security plans. 

 

Vaccination Health Protocols 

• Properly store and label drugs and medicated feeds. 
• Develop a plan with your veterinarian in order to keep animals health at home, 

and while participating in exhibitions. 
• Parasite control includes fly, lice, worm, and coccidian control. Animals 

infested with parasites do not grow well, are not thrifty, and have weakened 
immunity to diseases. 

• Schedule regular health checks with a veterinarian. 
• Have a treatment and vaccination timeline or calendar. 
• Unhealthy animals are not profitable. 
• Visibly unhealthy or underfed (neglected) animals will draw attention from 

animal welfare advocates. 
 

Bio-security 

• Bio-security includes management and sanitation practices that decrease risk 
of introducing or spreading diseases. 

• Disease transmission can be between animals on the same farm, between 
farms, or from animals to humans. 

• Disease an be spread in many ways – air, mechanical means, concentration of 
animals, human boots, clothing and hands, or the contact of young animals 
with older animals or their feed, water or secretions. 

• New animals need to be isolated for about two weeks after arrival to the farm 
– the same applies when animals come home from a show. 

• Wear disposable boots when visiting other operations or disinfect footwear. 



• Follow veterinarian’s recommendations for vaccinations – IBR, BVD, BRSV, 
Lepto, Shipping Fever, etc. 

• Keep facilities as clean as possible. 
• Keep water buckets and feed pans clean. 
• Isolate and treat sick animals. 
• Standard Operating Procedures: 

o Establish procedures to be followed for a given operation in a given 
situation. 

o Develop and practice bio-security Standard Operating Procedures (SOP). 
o Have SOP’s posted where all family members, employees, and visitors can 

see them. 
o Items to address in SOP’s: 

 Ways to reduce risk from neighboring farms. 
 Ways to reduce rodents, wildlife, and birds from spreading disease. 
 How new animals will be introduced. 
 Visitor entrance policy. 
 Vaccination protocol. 
 How animals will be housed. 
 Ways to reduce risk with transport vehicles. 
 How, and with what frequency (daily, weekly, monthly, etc.) animal 

pens, stalls, and/or cages will be cleaned. 
 

 

 

GPP #4 Properly store and administer animal health products. 
 
Administering antibiotic to an animal can potentially damage the carcass value of that animal.  
Injection needs to be in a low value area such as the neck. Sub–Q injection is preferred whenever 
possible, but all drugs cannot be given by this route.  Farm animals can be quite large and strong 
so, without proper restraint, attempting to inject in the neck can be dangerous to the handler. 
 
In order to protect the value of the product, and ensure the safety of the handler, we must have 
a well thought out plan in place.  The plan must be taught, using real life scenarios, to all those 
expected to treat an animal. Youth should have direct supervision, by an adult, until they are well 
trained in safety procedures.  Safety of the handler must be the first concern. 
 
A written protocol should be posted in the area where medications are stored.  This can be 
homemade or commercially prepared.  At the least, it should have diagrams of the species 
involved showing preferred injection sites and methods. It should be written in the primary 
language of the person reading it. Included should be diagnosing information, information on 
correct drug to use, information on reading the label, and directions and forms for recording 
information. Also important, are needle disposal instruction, and contact numbers if something 
goes wrong. 



 
Please refer to enclosed pamphlet, Dairy Beef Quality Assurance, for more helpful information. 
You can call the number at the bottom of the page to get copies of materials in both Spanish and 
English. They are free to producers, having been paid for by the check-off dollars. 
 
It is against the law to use antibiotics off label or in any way not labeled or prescribed by a 
veterinarian with a valid VCPR.  Advisors cannot prescribe or share prescription drugs. 

 

GPP #5  Follow proper feed processing protocols. 
 
The owner of an animal must maintain records and facilities in a way that protects the quality of 
animal / product. This entails reading the feed tag to make sure all warnings, recommendations, 
and withdrawal times are followed. The owner must practice good housecleaning procedures in 
order to prevent accidental contamination of an animal’s feed. If the wrong ingredient gets in to 
an animal’s feed, it can cause illness or death to the animal, or even be passed on to the 
consumer. 
 
Guidelines are as follows: 

• Good housekeeping: 
 Keep your facilities and equipment neat and clean 

 
• Feed storage and handling 

o Keep medicated feed in a separate area from non-medicated feeds, and label 
area where medicated feeds are kept 

o Keep antibiotics and other medications, such as fly control products, etc. in a  
  separate area from feed. 

o Keep other chemicals such as fertilizers, fuels, and pesticides away from the feed 
storage area 

o Keep other animals, such as pets and rodents out of the feed area 
  Keep feeds dry to prevent spoilage 
 

• Clean and safe equipment 
  Clean mixers between batches and use different scoops for medicated feed 
 

• Label everything to prevent mistakes 
 

• Follow Veterinary Feed Directive guidelines 
o Encompasses any antibiotic added to feed or water 
o The directive is good for 6 months only 
o A veterinary must have seen your animals 
o You cannot share medicated feed or medications with other producers. 
o Records must be kept 



TERMS TO KNOW… 
 

• Animal Identification – A unique, traceable way to identify your animal. 

• Antibiotic – A medication given to cure illness, sometimes requiring a veterinarian 
prescription. 

• Antimicrobial – A material that is added to feedstuffs to prevent growth of 
undesirable contaminants. 

• Biosecurity – Management and sanitation practices that decrease the risk of 
introducing or spreading diseases or contaminants.  

• Carcass – The body of a slaughtered animal. 

• Contaminants – Undesirable ingredients in feeds. These can be bacteria, virus, fungi, 
parasites, or other chemicals. For example: mold, mycotoxins, E. Coli, and antibiotics. 

• Disease – An illness caused by a virus, bacteria or parasite. 

• Feed Tag – A listing of feed ingredients, analysis, and included medications; provided 
by the processor. 

• Herd Health Plan – Measures taken to keep all animals in a herd healthy. 

• Hormone – A chemical, that is naturally occurring or synthetic, that regulates a 
specific function in the body. 

• I.V. – Intravenously (injected into the vein) 

• I.M. – Intramuscular (injected into the muscle). 

• Injection Site – The place on an animal where a shot is given. 

• Intra-Mammary – Given in the udder through the teat. 

• Intra-Uterine – Placed within the uterine. 

• Medicated – Containing manmade products intended to improve animal health. 

• Microbial Contaminant – Undesirable and detrimental microscopic material in a food 
product (milk, meat, or any other feedstuff). 

• NAIS – National Animal Identification System, a voluntary system through which a 
unique number is assigned to an animal that will follow it throughout its lifetime, for it 
to be tracked, if necessary for animal health issues. 

• Oral – Given by mouth. 

• Premise Registration – A system managed by ODA to assign a unique number to each 
location where animals are housed. 

• Probiotic – Naturally occurring microorganisms, when given can confer a health 
benefit to the host. 



• Proper Dosage – The amount of medication indicated to be given by label or vet 
recommendation. 

• Protocol – The way things are to be done. 

• Residue Test – A chemical test formulate to use milk, urine, or other animal tissue to 
determine freedom from antibiotics or other contaminants. 

• Ruminant – An animal with four compartments in the stomach. 

• Slaughter – To harvest meat for consumption. 

• Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) – The procedures to follow in any given 
situation on a given operation or business. 

• Sub-Q – Subcutaneously (given under the skin) 

• Topical – Application of medication to the skin or mucous membranes. 

• Vaccination – A substance containing live or killed viruses or bacteria, given to prevent 
disease. 

• Valid Client Patient Relationship – Having a relationship with your veterinarian, your 
veterinarian being familiar with your animals. 

• Violative Residue – A drug found in the tissue, blood, milk, or urine above allowed 
limits.  
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