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Warm weather has finally started and so has the field work in areas that have good drainage. Soil temperatures
have been slow to rise and growing degree days are behind recent years. Hopefully the weather conditions will
cooperate to allow farms to catch up.
One very important part of growing good crops it the soil fertility. Throughout the state, and especially in the
Western Lake Erie Basin, water quality issues have been receiving a lot of attention. The Western Lake Erie
Basin has been included in the Ohio EPA list of “Impaired” waters. Agricultural fertilizer runoff has been named as
one of the causes (not the only one) of the increased phosphorous levels that lead to the harmful algae blooms.
Ohio State Extension in cooperation with the Ohio Department of Agriculture has been holding educational classes
for farmers that will be applying fertilizer. Results of surveys after completing the class were just released. Of
nearly 1100 responders, 75% went home and reviewed their soil test for phosphorous application
recommendations. Of these, 42% lowered their phosphorous application while only 3% increased. Long term
results don’t happen overnight but these adjustments are a big step in the right direction…….Dean Kreager

BEEF NEWS
QUALITY ASSURANCE & COW-CALF PROFITABILITY
BEEF QUALITY ASSURANCE
– Garth Ruff, ANR Extension Educator, OSU Henry County Extension

Q: What is BQA?
A: Beef Quality Assurance is a nationally coordinated, state
implemented program that provides systematic information to
U.S. beef producers and beef consumers of how common
sense husbandry techniques can be coupled with accepted
scientific knowledge to raise cattle under optimum
management and environmental conditions.

Q: I’ve Never Been BQA Certified, Why do it Now?
A: By 2019 Wendy’s has committed to sourcing beef from
only BQA Certified producers and Tyson has pledged to
follow suit, also by January 1, 2019. We expect other retailers
and packers will do the same. Being BQA Certified will be a
producer’s ticket to market access, much like the pork
industry.
Q: Who Needs to be BQA Certified?
A: Anyone selling beef animals to be harvested for meat.
This includes producers of fed beef, dairy beef, cull cows and
bulls including dairy cull cows.
Continue reading…..

BQA OPPORTUNITIES
May 8th, 7:00pm – 8:30pm
Muskingum Livestock in Zanesville
September 15th, 10:00am -11:30am
Hartford Fairgrounds (Babcock Building)
For additional information, call the Extension office at
740-670-5315

FUNDRAISER
The Licking County Cattlemen’s
Association is having a Calf or
Cash raffle where a $20 ticket
gives you the opportunity to win
a registered angus heifer calf to
be born in September (this
provides a 4-H or FFA member
the opportunity to show her for 2
years). If you don’t have a need
for a calf you can take $1000 in
CASH! See members of the
Licking County Cattlemen’s
Association or contact the
Extension Office at 740-6705315 for additional information
and to purchase tickets.
Proceeds will help with
promotion of beef and support of
youth involvement.
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 18, 2018

ARTIFICIAL
INSEMINATION DAY
Sponsored by The Licking County Sheep
Improvement Association
The Licking County Sheep Improvement Association is hosting an artificial insemination day! If you have a few sheep
that you would like to have bred to some of the top rams in the country, this is for you. Many people could not afford to
do this on their own but, when a large group comes together, the cost are very reasonable. Proceeds support youth
activities and lamb promotion.
Yearling ewes and older are preferred.
Semen collection of rams available but must be requested when making reservation.
Services provided by Reproduction Specialty Group – Dr. Tad Thompson, DVM
https://reprospecialty.us/

Location: Hartford Fairgrounds New Swine Barn
Approximate Cost: $85 • Includes: Insemination, supplies and medications, and facilities fee
Semen cost is additional – Semen will be available from multiple sources or you can arrange for your own. Advance
notice is required to be sure the rams you choose are available.
Registration Deadline: June 10th
Registration Information: Call Tom Wolford 740-334-9713 to schedule

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a
nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu.
For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

MISCELLANOUS NEWS
ODA – BEES - RAINFALL
ODA LAUNCHES NEW SENSITIVE CROP
REGISTRY
New registry provides an improved mapping system for
high-value sensitive crops and honey bees
REYNOLDSBURG, Ohio (Mar. 1, 2018) – The Ohio
Department of Agriculture (ODA) announced a new
partnership with FieldWatch, Inc. to introduce a new
sensitive crop registry that will enhance communication
between applicators and producers in Ohio. FieldWatch is
a not-for-profit company with existing registries currently
used by multiple states and private companies across the
country. The new partnership will facilitate increased
awareness, communication and interaction between all
parties as part of ongoing stewardship activities.
Continue reading….
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BEES IN YOUR
BACKYARD: SPOTTING,
COLLECTING AND
IDENTIFYING NATIVE
BEES
Workshops and free
lecture/book signing
featuring Olivia Carril,
Biologist and Author - June
4, 5, 6 and 7, 2018 - Multiple
Locations Across Ohio,
including Dawes
Arboretum!

Learn from bee expert Olivia
Carril at one of three day-long
native bee workshops.
This year’s “Bee Tour” will
focus on practical ID in the
field, using cameras or
phones to capture images,
and citizen science for
everyone. We’ll practice
hands-on bee identification
through
microscopes and exploration
in the field with Olivia and a
team of biology experts. All
sessions are 9AM to 4PM.
Click here for registration
flyer.

MISCELLANIOUS NEWS
SMALL GRAINS FIELD DAY, PARASITES, & RAINFALL
2018 SMALL GRAINS FIELD DAY
Plan now to attend the 2018 Small Grains Field Day on June 12. The
event will begin with registration and sign in at 9:30 am at the OARC
Schaffter farm located at 3240 Oil City Road, Wooster OH. The cost is
$25 per person when registered by June 4. Beginning June 5, registration
will be $35 per person. Lunch is included in the registration fee.
Commercial and private pesticide applicator credits as well as Certified
Crop Advisor (CCA) credits are available to field day participants. To
register on-line, visit https://go.osu.edu/2018SmallGrains.
After some brief introductory comments at 10:00 am, shuttles will take
participants to field plots. Morning topics include:
 Use of small grains in a soybean production system which will include
soybean planting demonstrations into small grain cover crops along
with a discussion of insect and slug management
 Malting barley research which will include selecting varieties adapted
to Ohio conditions along with agronomic considerations
 Malting barley economics which will include a discussion on demand
for malting barley, grower contracts, and malting barley enterprise
budget
 Small grain agronomics, which will include a discussion on malting
barley disease management and recent work with wheat fertilizer
trials to manage wheat fertility.

After lunch served in the Schaffter Farm shop, participants will choose
between one of two afternoon sessions. Session A will focus on wheat
variety development, current wheat breeding work, identification of wheat
diseases and management of wheat diseases. This session will take
place at the OARDC Snyder farm. Shuttles are provided for
transportation to and from the farm plots. Session B is a tour of the
USDA Soft Wheat Quality Lab located on the OARDC campus. In
addition to the tour of the facilities, participants will hear about current
research and see demonstrations regarding wheat quality evaluation.
The Small Grains Field Day will conclude around 3:00 pm. Sponsors of
the 2018 Small Grains Field Day include Ohio Certified Seed, Ohio
Soybean Council and the Ohio Corn and Wheat Board.
For more information about the field day, including an event flyer, go to
http://go.osu.edu/agwayne and click on the “Small Grains Field Day”
heading or contact the Wayne County Extension office by phone at 330264-8722.

GRAZE AWAY
PARASITES
Lauren Peterson, Hay and Forage
Grower summer editorial intern

Cattle, horses, sheep, and
goats are all susceptible to
internal parasites, which
can be devastating to
producers economically.
“Many times, the effects are
subclinical and may go
unnoticed, but severe
infestations can cause
disease and death,” says
Adam Speir, a county
extension agent with the
University of Georgia’s
forage extension team.
Speir notes that the effects
of infestations can come in
many forms, with the most
common being reduced
milk production, reduced
weaning weights, delayed
puberty, lower….
Continue reading….

A DAY IN THE WOODS
TENTATIVE PROGRAM SCHEDULE FOR 2018
March 23th – Bonus-Sky Dance– Program on the American Woodcock. Starting at 6:30 PM. Space is
limited, No Registration fee; Jackson County Ohio near Coalton. Learn about the biology and ecology of the
American woodcock (a.k.a. timberdoodle). If weather cooperates observe one of nature’s oddest spectacles,
the mating ritual of the male timberdoodle.
May 11th – Non-timber Forest Products & Wildflowers (Edibles). 9 am to 3:30 pm; Vinton Furnace State
Forest. Registration fee $12. Learn about spring wildflowers and some of the edible and medicinal plants
and fungi that are found in the spring woods.
June 8th – Breeding Birds. 8 am start time to enhance bird view opportunities. Vinton Furnace State
Forest. Registration fee $12. Start the day exploring the Vinton Furnace for song birds. Learn to ID by song.
Learn about breeding bird ecology and the important role that breeding birds play.

July 13th – Tree & Shrub Identification. 9 am to 3:30 pm. Location to be determined. Registration fee
$12. Learn the basics of Tree and shrub identification with a focus on leaves and summer characteristics.
.
August 10th – Introduction to Woodland Stewardship Opportunities. 9 am to 3:30 pm. Vinton Furnace
State Forest. Registration fee $12. This program will focus on techniques and resources available to
enhance your woodland resources.
September 14th – Timber Harvesting. 9 am to 3:30 pm. Zaleski State Forest– Zaleski CCC Camp.
Registration fee $12. Visit an active or recently closed timber sale. Learn how to make sure that your timber
harvest is compatible with the goals that you have for your woodland.
October 12th – Fall Treasures in Your Woodland. Fungi, Lichens and more… 9 am to 3:30 pm. Vinton
Furnace State Forest. Registration fee $12. Explore the forest in search of fungi, lichens and other
organisms that are present in the fall. Learn about the ecology and function of these often overlooked
organisms.
November 9th – Understanding Woodland Wildlife Habitat and the Critters that Rely on it. 9 am to
3:30 pm. Vinton Furnace State Forest. Registration fee $12. Learn about the various woodland wildlife
habitats that can be found in Appalachian Ohio. Discover techniques that you can use to monitor the habitat
in your woods.
A SATURDAY in the WOODS – Family Event. Date to be Determined. Noon to 9:30 pm. Vinton Furnace
State Forest. Registration fee to be determined. We have not worked out the details yet, but we are planning
to offer a Saturday event kids from 1 to 100. This event will provide multiple opportunities to explore the
forest and its inhabitants. We hope to end the day with a night program focusing on night skies and
nocturnal animals.
Click here for registration flyer
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