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Calling on all able bodied Master Gardeners for help to rescue the Learning Gardens 
from the weeds. The pandemic has really taken its toll on this once beautiful garden. 
The mulched paths are invisible! Jim Rengert has maintained these paths for many 
years, but this year has been busy with other responsibilities.  
 
I have a plan! 
 
I have weeded a section of the path and in an hour, I was able to clean up 20 feet of 
path. I have marked off 20 foot sections of our path with paint. I am asking for volun-
teers to claim and clear a section no later than September 24th. I’m estimating we 
will need 10 people to volunteer to get this done. I also need a volunteer to rototill 
the Pioneer Garden and both areas left and right of it. The weeds in that area have 
been mowed.  
 
While this is being done, I will arrange for some wood chips or mulch delivered. 
What was there has composted and is virtually gone.  
 
I will then schedule days for volunteers to spread mulch. If we do it in sections we 
can maintain our distance and work safe.  
 
If you are a Garden Chairman - can you need to weed your garden ASAP?  
 
Hopefully this will all get done within the next few weeks, preparing our garden for 
winter and reducing everyone’s anxiety that this beautiful garden is lost.  

If you can help, please sign up on VMS.  Starting time 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Help Wanted                                                         Cheryl Campbell 
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Coordinators Column                                                                Lori Swihart 

  

 

 What a month it has been!  My schedule suddenly became very 
busy this September. I have enjoyed the National Extension 
Coordinators Conference this past week that ran Monday 
through Thursday, virtually. The topics were timely, and it was 
refreshing to see what other groups across the country are 
working on and how they have put their projects together.  Mon-
day's theme was an introduction to Extension nationally and all 
the resources we have available and how we are all connected. 
Tuesday was about our story and how to share our story. 
Wednesday covered Communication and different strategies 
and Thursday was the future of our programs.  

The sessions will be a catalyst for future discussions at the No-
vember meeting when we discuss going forward in 2021 and 
beyond.    

2020 has been some crazy year but we can put it behind us and 
begin to move forward by reaching out to community about fall 
gardening, winter garden preparations, houseplants, and well-
ness through gardening.  I also invite you all to help us reclaim 
the Learning Garden. Sign-ups are on the calendar in the VMS. 
We are working together on Monday and Thursday mornings. If 
you prefer to work alone and at a different time, you will not 
need to sign up.  

Here's to all of you for hanging in there and continuing our mis-
sion.  

“2020 has been 

some crazy year 

but we can put it 

behind us and 

begin to move 

forward by 

reaching out . . .” 
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President’s Column                                                     Joe “Grizz” Smith 

 
Over the last six months our gardening world has indeed been 
altered.  Along with wearing a hat, I'm now dawning a mask. My 
pruning partner is no longer at hand shears or even lopper dis-
tance away, we now communicate at a pole pruners (8 feet) 
spread. We no longer talk over plants, we talk beyond them. Yes, 
while the methods of HOW we do gardening has changed, the 
WHAT and WHY has not. We as gardeners remain committed to 
the beliefs that we, as a small group of thoughtful and giving hor-
ticultural caretakers, can make small changes in our world. 
 
Today we are back in the Learning Garden and gathering in our 
Lawn Chair Learning open classrooms. At present, we gather in 
groups of ten and fifty, tomorrow will be unrestricted and unre-
strained. Indeed methods have changed but our gardening spirit 
has flourished. Let us continue doing what we do for the reasons 
we do it and in a twinkling of an eye will be together in the place 
we all call - Our Gardens. 
 
Don't forget that our October meeting is our 2021 Officer and 
Trustee voting month. Lori has sent each of us our Nominations 
Committee slate of candidates. We will be accepting additional 
nominations during our October meeting.  Please schedule your 
attendance for this very important LCMGV meeting. 
 
See you in the garden. 

 

“.. . . methods 

have changed 

but our garden-

ing spirit has 

flourished. “  
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My husband and I worked on McGregor’s Garden today (9/17). It is finished after three visits. We 
mowed the weeds in the path and sprayed Roundup. Hopefully we can get volunteers to remove the 
dead roots and mulch them in the next two weeks. I’ll be there on September 21 and 24. Several gar-
dens are still buried in weeds. 

Learning Garden                                                                 Cheryl Campbell 
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RVC Plants of the Months                                                          Grizz Smith 

Having worked the Ohio woodlands for a great portion of my career I think of buckthorn, as foresters do, 
as a highly invasive environmentally intrusive plant. European or Common Buckthorn was introduced to 
North America from Eurasia in the 1880s as an ornamental shrub for fence rows and wildlife habitat. This 
plant quickly spread replacing native vegetation and lowering species diversity. There is even evidence 
that Common Buckthorn is allelopathic, producing chemicals that inhibit the growth of competitive spe-
cies. You now know my suspicious frame of mental reference I approach the over 110 buckthorn culti-
vars. 
 
Ron Williams was a nurseryman in Green Bay, Wisconsin and accidentally crossed two buckthorn culti-
vars in his garden. Over the next decade he developed the 'Ron Williams' variety and brought it to com-
mercial distribution in 2003. Investigating this plant, I was pleased to find that this cultivar produces few 
fruit with only 2% of the seeds viable for germination. The name Frangula comes from the word "frango" 
meaning fragile or brittle, in reference to the tendency of the twigs of some species to break easily. The 
'Ron Williams' has also addressed this ornamental problem. This deciduous perennial shrub thrives in 
zones 2-7 planted in well drained, full or partial sun locations.  During the first season of growth, Fine 
Line needs a moderate amount of water. Once the roots are established the 'Ron Williams' becomes 
drought tolerant. 
 
This plant's strong upright columnar (5-7 feet high and 2-3 feet wide) growth habit provides a formal verti-
cal architectural accent for narrow spaces in your landscape. Fine Line Buckthorn is an excellent plant to 
camouflage vertical lines (corners), narrow living privacy walls, containers, and accent plants for framing 
key areas of both your landscape as well as hardscapes (walkways, borders, windows and garden en-
trances). After viewing its narrow columnar growth habit, your eye moves to its narrow lacy feathery-like 
foliage. The airy dark green leaves immerge in early spring and persists, in their golden fall color, well 
into late fall. The inconspicuous yellowish-green flower appears in early spring. Fine Line requires little 
care. Prune in late winter/early spring to remove damaged or dead branches, promote air circulation and 
desired shape and size. Early spring is also the time to feed Fine Line with a granulated rose or natural 
garden fertilizer. 
 
While Fine Line is deer resistant and tolerant of urban contaminates, it is susceptible to Japanese bee-
tles, caterpillars and scale. As you walk our village and observe this stunning specimen, envision its soft 
strength and seize this plant's graceful artistic contribution it delivers to our landscape. 

 

FINE LINE BUCKTHORN Rhammus frangula 'Ron William' - (August) 

(Cont’d on Page 7 ) 
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RVC Plants of the Months (Cont’d from Pg. 6 )  

 

(Cont’d on Page   ) 

CALADIUM (Araceae) - September 

Known by their common names of Elephant Ear, Heart of Jesus and Angel Wings, Caladiums have 
today over 2000 named cultivars. First described as Caluluim bicolor from specimens collected in 1773 
from Western Brazil, they had plain green leaves with randomly distributed red and white spots. During 
the period of 1857-58 four additional species were found in the Amazon. This "old-fashion" tropical 
rainforest plant has been in cultivation since the late 1700s.  Caladiums are marketed as bulbs even 
though they are accurately classified as tubers. While they are different in appearance and growth hab-
its, by definition, both bulbs and tubers serve the same purpose for the plant - to store food and energy 
that helps plants survive during dormant and dry months. 
 
There are three types of Caladiums:  Fancy leaf, Strap or Lance leaf and Dwarf leaf. Fancy leaf caladi-
ums have medium to large heart shaped SMOOTH edged leaves. They range in size of 12-30 inches 
high and 8-15 inches wide. Strap or Lance leaf caladiums have elongated heart shaped leaves with 
RUFFLED edges. They range in size of 8-18 inches high and 4-10 inches wide. Dwarf leaf resemble 
fancy leaf but range in height from 10-16 inches with a width of 6-10 inches. 
. 
We select and plant Caladiums for their ornamental, large, arrowhead shaped leaves marked in vary-
ing patterns of white, green, pink and reds. They rarely flower yet when they do they are inflorescent, 
meaning that they have no petals, are spoon shaped and are usually white or cream colored. The 
"flower" is the seed bearing spike (spadix) that is protected by a large leaf-like bract (spadix) that is 
protected by a large leaflike bract (spathe) that encloses the "flowering" seed cluster - as in the Jack-in
-the-Pulpit. Look closely and you will see the "flower" in one of the photos. 
 
Caladiums, of which 98% of the world's commercial production occurs in Lake Placid, Florida, are 
sought after for their colorful leaves. With striking midribs, contrasting margins and various combina-
tions and shades of the color spectrum, Caladiums offer a one-of-a-kind visual delight for both South-
ern and Northern gardens.  In our Northern USDA hardiness zones we need to treat Caladiums as we 
do our dahlias. Be aware that unlike dahlias, Caladiums quite often lose their vibrant color after their 
first year of planting. I start with new tubers each year so to ensure the dynamic color I desire. Wait to 
plant your Caladiums until the soil temperature is at least 65 degrees F, which is generally achieved 
two-three weeks after the last frost (mid-June). Now comes patience. Caladium's germination can 
range from 2 to over12 weeks depending on nighttime temperatures. You can give yourself a head 
start by starting the tubers indoors 4-6 weeks before planting time. Follow the planting instructions on 
your package. Be sure to lightly mist with water, if soil feels dry, to encourage sprouting. When planting 
your Caladiums you MUST SELECT A WELL-DRAINED site. They grow best in filtered sunlight to dark 
shade. Bright full sun will scorch/fade their leaves. 
 
Plant the Caladiums1.5 to 2 inches deep with the eyes (buds) upward. The majority of eyes will be 
found on the upper arch and sides of the tubers. If the eyes are facing downward - no worries - the new 
growth will find its way to the sun. Follow the recommended plant spacing found on the package. 
 
Fertilize your caladiums monthly during their growing season with 5-10-10.  Background hedges, ferns, 
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hostas and other shade perennials make excellent companion plants. Those with sensitive skin need to 
be cautious when handling Caladiums.  All parts of the plant, including the sap, contain calcium oxalate 
crystals.  The main concern, if these microscopic needle-like crystals are ingested by either human or 
animal, they can cut all the way down. As a precaution, wear gloves when handling Caladiums. 
 
Caladiums are largely disease free. They are susceptible to leaf spot caused by a fungi that causes 
brown spots on the leaves. Remove the leave(s) at the first sign of symptoms. Slugs/snails may also 
chew holes in the foliage.   
 
Caladiums truly are a main attraction in your gardens from June into November. The summer fields of 
Caladiums in Lake Placid, Florida are as striking as the tulip fields of Holland. 
 

 
RVC Plants of the Months  (Cont’d from Pg. 7 ) 

Fedco Seed Ordering                                                           Nancy McClary 

As the coordinator for ordering seeds from Fedco for several years now, I received an email from them 

notifying that they will now have to collect sales tax due to a court ruling, unless we could provide a doc-

ument that would declare us (Licking County Master Gardener Volunteers) as tax exempt.  I immediate-

ly sent the required document to them and received an answer that it was accepted and that any orders 

that use my personal email address will be flagged as tax exempt. I thought I would share with all of you 

the email I received from Fedco as I thought it was humorous and a little wry:  

 

 

 

(Cont’d on Pg. 21  ) 

Nothing is Certain but Death and Taxes! 

We hate to say it, but thanks to the 2018 U.S. Supreme Court decision North Dakota v. Wayfair, Inc. 

Fedco is now required to collect sales tax in many areas where we didn't previously collect sales tax. 

When the new regulations first took effect we did not have “economic nexus” in Ohio, meaning we did 

not earn enough revenue from our sales there for the OH Department of Taxation to bother with us. 

That changed this year, as COVID has everyone and their mother gardening: our sales have in-

creased significantly. The good news is that this shores up the state's sales tax revenues and helps 

local businesses compete against giant internet retailers (or mid-sized ones like us).  

We must now charge your local sales tax rate on everything we sell. Commercial growers are often 

exempt from paying sales tax if they can provide us with proper documentation. We need a 

copy of your resale certificate or sales tax exemption card. In addition, Ohio offers a “direct use ex-

emption” for “material used or consumed directly in mining, farming, agriculture, horticulture, [and] 

floriculture...” that can also apply to non-commercial operations, but you must provide us with a 

blanket use exemption form vouching for the intended use of the products you are buying (we're not 

really sure what ELSE you'd use vegetable seeds for, but this is what we were told by a representa-

 

 

https://list.mg4.mlgn2ca.com/track/click?u=f9e13c7eb1f1488656134be29b9d7561&id=a94958ac&e=d8fa8407
https://list.mg4.mlgn2ca.com/track/click?u=f9e13c7eb1f1488656134be29b9d7561&id=09581073&e=d8fa8407
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A Budding Gardener                                                         Sheila Geiling 

Down Memory Lane 

(Cont’d on Page 21  )  

My mother and father grew up in the farming life.  Both my grandfathers were successful farmers and 

the love for dirt under my nails is naturally in my blood.  As a little girl growing up in rural southeastern 

Ohio, life was pretty laid back compared to children today.  Summer days were spent playing with a 

broad imagination and enjoying most of the time outdoors.  When I was six or seven my very first recol-

lection of love for a plant was outside our backdoor which was a very lovely Flowering Almond bush.  I 

would gaze deep into the delicate, lacy pink petals and caress them with the gentleness of tiny fingers.  

We also had a huge orange Trumpet Vine that grew over our outhouse and I had such fun placing the 

big blossoms on my fingers pretending to be a Witch. Little did I know that many years later in life I 

would have an addiction to plants, flowers and garden centers. 

I entertained myself making mud pies.  I would decorate them with lavish toppings using nature’s treas-

ures consisting of clover blooms, foxtail, chicory, beech nuts, rocks, twigs and an abundant amount of 

other treasures I would gather.  My love for decorating those mud pies turned into forty years of cake 

and cookie decorating, creating botanical designs most of the time on those tasty desserts. 

Our life consisted often visiting relatives on Sunday, that’s the way it was way back when.  To my 

Grandparents we would go.  Grandma always had lots of flowers growing and blooming throughout the 

seasons.  My very favorite memory was playing with her purple Cleome.  It wasn’t just a beautiful flower, 

it would tower over my head and I would pluck the petals, lick my fingernails and carefully place them on 

my fingers.  I would admire my beautiful nails and rush to the house to show Mom and Grandma the 

sudden transformation of my finger nails.  I now grow various colors of Cleome and every once in awhile 

I transport back to that little girl and place those petals on my fingers and admire the beauty.  It’s a good 

thing I only do this when I’m by myself and no one witnesses my regression to childhood.   

Fast forward ten years, moving to Columbus was a major culture shock to this country bumpkin.  My 

roommate’s aunt was an avid gardener and her tiny backyard in Clintonville was full of beautiful plants 

and flowers.  Aunt Vera was the motherly type and would have us over for dinner but we would always 

end up outside in her garden.  Elly had no interest in her garden but I, on the other hand, followed her 

around like a puppy.  She would tell me about the plants and we would stand and admire God’s beauty.  

Still, I had no idea what was brewing in my bones.  

Throughout the years of working and having children I would squeeze in little plots of flowers here and 

there.  Learning as I went and many failures with plants not suited for our zone, the incorrect sun expo-

sure and watering needs, or the lack thereof.  My daughter, Lana, bought me an adorable little bush 

type plant for Mother’s Day.  I planted it with pride and watched it grow rapidly into a large Curly Willow 

tree.  At the time I had no idea how large that “bush” would grow.  My husband hates the tree, I have 

listened to my mother-in-law exclaim how “That tree needs to go!” time and time again. Until it becomes 

a problem, I refuse to remove it.  I am attached to the memory of how cute it was when Lana gave it to 

me.   

I’ve had a blessed life by working in an office environment for thirty years, and after retiring my first goal 

was to become a Master Gardener.  Becoming a MG was one of the best decisions I have made in my 

life.  It has provided me many opportunities I never imagined.  I have met people and become friends 

with folks that I love and admire.  I now work as a gardener for the Webb House Museum, loving the 

freedom of trying new plants and planting new ideas each year.  There are many rewards from my love 

of gardening.  Never did I envision my two daughters following my love for plants, one becoming an  
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Postcards of Ohio in the Slow Lane - British Soldiers on a Bat House 

How do you like that for a catchy title?  The two subjects are for real and I learned about both of them this 
morning at Kenyon's Brown Family Environmental Center. This wooden box (below) at the garden that I've 

been wondering about for a number of years is not really intended for skinny birds. It's a Bat House, and 
these little boxes offer a living quarter for mosquito-eating bats.  Bats are ecologically cool to have 
around as in addition to pest-control, they work at pollination and seed dispersal.  The roof of this 
particular Bat House at the BFEC also provides a home for several beautiful lichen..... and what's not to 
lichen about that? 

Postcards of Ohio                                                          Mary Beth Mathews 

These following articles were provided by my friend Marita King 

It was the bright red color of this lichen's cap that caught my attention and for obvious rea-
sons it's also the reason behind its common name because the bright red color seems 
reminiscent of the uniforms worn by the British during the American Revolutionary War. 
The coin (U.S quarter) that I added to the picture gives you a measure of its size.   

 
(Cont’d on Page 11  ) 
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Postcards of Ohio in the Slow Lane - Bleeding Mycena 

Finally, Success!  After hunting the The Bleeding Mycena for the past several weeks, I finally spotted 
my postcard subject at Ramser Woods this morning.  Of the three mycena species depicted in my first 
postcard below, the most recognizable one is the orange mycena (Mycena leaiana) on the left while 
the center group is representative of a large number of species that are difficult to distinguish and 
sometimes need microscopic analysis of spores for identification.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The target of my intense search these past few weeks was the Bleeding Mycena shown on the right, 
Mycena heamatopus.  But not any Bleeding Mycena would do, my holy grail was the Bleeding Mycena 
with the bad luck of getting infected by a specific pin mold.     

In calling this lovely mycena species "bleeding" I'm not using an expletive word but a term that is 
linked more to medical issues of blood and pain for this species of mushroom will bleed a purplish 
latex when cut or broken (below center & right).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look closely at the shot on the left above and you might notice tiny droplets of the latex.  In addition to 
this characteristic feature of bleeding when injured, Mycena haematopus can be parasitized by Spinel-
lus fusiger, an interesting pin mold that gives the infected mycena caps a wild and hairy appearance. 

It is this time of the year, late August to mid-September, that I seem to spot these funky caps.  Not 
every year, but that makes the hunt for this holy grail more exciting.  First I've got to find this specific 
species of tiny mycena, for only the bleeding mycena among all the species of this genus is suscepti-
ble to infection by this pin mold, and then I've got to find the unlucky cap that's been infected.   

On next page is a location shot of this morning's successful find.  Looking at the smaller of the two 
horizontal logs (left), I spotted several caps of bleeding mycena caps out front but they were not infect-
ed.  In contrast, a look behind the log (right) made my heart beat faster as I spotted several hairy 
caps. 

Postcards (Cont’d from Page 10 ) 

(Cont’d on Page 12) 
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Still, I cannot resist ending this series with a copy of last year's postcard of bleeding mycena caps 
having a bad hair day. 

 

Postcards (Cont’d from  Page 12 ) 
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Back in March I volunteered to grow cherry tomatoes and cucumbers for an OSU test of specific varie-
ties. Professor Ed Brown is the study manager. Below are photographic progress reports I created for 
Ed; OSU only requires a written report at the end of the test. 

It has been fun taking photos of each phase of development. Now I just have to record the quantity of 
fruit produced until the plants are exhausted from all their hard work. 

So far, we have not picked enough fruit to give away but will do so later. For us now it’s how many differ-
ent ways can you eat mini-tomatoes or 9" long cucumbers? 

Farmer Phil 

OSU Veggie Test                                                                      Phil Metzler  

4/11:  seeds sprouted indoors  
4/17:  sprouts getting 2nd set of leaves  

4/22:  individual seedlings moved to 4”x 6” pots  5/22:  6 Gen Lee & 6 Olympian transplanted to raised bed. 

Transplanting delayed due to freezing temps in May  

6/19:  many blossoms. fruit starting to develop.   6/30: initial batch of fruit getting bigger 

(Cont’d on Page 14 ) 

Metzler Home Gardening – 2020 OSU Cucumber Test  
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OSU Veggie Test (Cont’d from Pg 13 ) 

METZLER HOME GARDENING TEST – OSU CHERRY TOMATOES – 2020 

Measurement: 8 1/2 inches long Weight: 3 lbs 12 oz 

Measurement: 9 inches long Weight: 3 lbs 13 oz 

Below: First picking of cucumbers from 6 plants of each cultivar 

4/12:  indoor seeds sprouted  4/17:  seedlings in tray getting 2nd leaves  

(Cont’d on Page. 15  ) 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Volume XX, Issue 5 Page 10 

 
OSU Veggie Test (Cont’d from Pg.   ) 

4/22:  individual seedlings moved into 4” x 6” pots   5/3: seedling growth over 10 days  

5/22: Jasper plants hardened off – 14” tall*  5/22: SuperSweet 100 hardened off – 17” tall* 

*Note: hardening off delayed due to freezing temperatures in May; resulted in spindly transplants 

5/22: five SS100 seedlings planted in raised bed and five 

Jaspers planted in separate raised beds  
7/16: clusters of tomatoes formed & starting to ripen  
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OSU Veggie Test (Cont’d from Pg. 15 ) 

 

7/22: Jasper tomatoes almost ready to pick; Super-
Sweet 100 not developing as quickly 

7/24:  Jasper tomato cluster 

7/26: first large-quantity harvest. Jasper – 70 & SuperSweet 100 – 24.Each variety is from 5 plants. SS100 not pro-
ducing as many as Jasper. 

7/26: Jaspers are size of a nickel; SuperSweet 100 are size of a quarter.Taste, color, and juiciness are about the same. 
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Watching My Baby Bumblebees                                             Kathy Stout 

What a joy it is to walk into the garden in the morning and see a 

new batch of baby bumblebees scrambling over the Agastache, 

Mexican Sunflowers, Jeana Phlox, and other flowers! There must 

be a queen bumblebee nest nearby because new bees emerged 

throughout the summer. They look so sweet as they tuck them-

selves in for the night on top of the sunflowers or clinging to the 

Agastache. In cooler weather, I peek under leaves to find them. 

They grow so quickly! 

Want baby bumblebees? Be good to their Mom. In addition to 

summer flowers, plan to grow very early and very late-blooming 

flowers. When Mom bumblebee emerges from her underground 

nest in early spring, she needs immediate access to pollen and 

nectar to build the energy she needs to make a new nest, lay in 

provisions, and begin to lay eggs. The article below lists some of the bulbs that provide March and 

April pollen and nectar. Native plants that bloom a little later in spring include Golden Alexanders, 

Jacob’s Ladder, Wood Poppy, Solomon’s Seal, Wild Blue Phlox, Wild Columbine, and Wild Geranium.  

A Mom-to-be bumblebee needs help in the fall too. She must for-

age for pollen and nectar to prepare for overwintering. She will 

then start a new nest next spring. “Fireworks” Goldenrod,”  

“October Skies” Aster, “Raydon’s Favorite” Aster, and White Wood 

Asters are among the plants that will provide nectar and pollen 

until a killing frost.  

The bees in the photo compete for the last of the pollen and nectar 

in late October on “Raydon’s Favorite” Aster. With the cold weath-

er, they move very slowly and are easy to photograph. Soon all the 

bumblebees, except for the queen bees, will die, and it is up to the 

queens to carry on the family traditions.   

Here is an interesting link to bumblebees and their nests: 

https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/bumblebee-nests/ 

 
 

  

(Cont’d on Page 18 ) 

 

Spring Blooming Bulbs                                                             Kathy Stout 

By University of Illinois Extension 

URBANA, Ill. - Get your gardens buzzing next spring by planting bee-friendly bulbs and spring bloom-

ers in the garden this fall. 

“Bumblebee queens, honey bees, and solitary bees start emerging from their winter homes ready to 

feast on the landscape as early as March,” says the University of Illinois Extension horticulture educa-

tor Kelly Allsup. “Feed them from your garden by planting a mix of crocus, snowdrops, Siberian squill, 

grape hyacinth, and bluebells to ensure many sources of nectar when little else is in bloom.” 

According to Allsup, crocus and snowdrops are a gardener’s favorite because they are some of the 

first spring-flowering bulbs to arrive after the cold temperatures. “Emerging snowdrops in late winter let 

us know the soil is warming and spring is coming. Both of these spring flowers do best in full sun to 

partial shade and look stunning when planted en masse,” she says. 

https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/bumblebee-nests/
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Spring Bloominhg Bulbs (Cont’d from Pg. 17 ) 

 

 Siberian squill is another hardy favorite for spring as it easily naturalizes in lawns and other areas, 

creating large drifts of blue. These flowers prefer partial shade to full sun and bloom in early spring 

before the trees leaf out.   

“Grape hyacinth is a showy, fragrant blue flowering bulb coveted by most bees,” Allsup says. Each 

bulb produces around three flowering scapes that contain urn-shaped, tightly packed, vivid flowers. 

Grape hyacinths provide an outstanding floral display when planted in drifts in partial shade to full 

sun.   

“Hyacinth is abundantly fragrant and very showy. They come in a wide range of colors from blue, 

purple, pink, magenta, red, and white and make a good early nectar source for bees and butterflies,” 

Allsup explains. Hyacinth bulbs grow well in full sun and should be deadheaded after flowers are 

spent to increase energy to the bulb. They are best displayed en masse. Allsup suggests that gar-

deners should be cautious when handling these bulbs as some growers have experienced allergic 

reactions.  

Another bee-friendly flower is winter aconite. “Winter aconite is only a half an inch tall, but it is attrac-

tive to honeybees, mining bees, and hoverflies. It is very bright yellow, so it also pulls a passerby into 

the landscape,” she says. It is best grown in full sun during flowering but shaded by trees when they 

leaf out.   

One of the first spring bulbs to bloom is the glory-of-the-snow flower, and “it blooms just in time to the 

feed the overwintering bees,” Allsup says. The flower’s purple strappy petals with a bright white mid-

dle grow in full sun to part shade and spread by offsets. Only six inches tall, it easily naturalizes in a 

garden space. As the garden warms up, the leaves will fade.  

“A bit of strategic planting this fall will not only give you welcome blooms this spring but keep your 

garden buzzing with bees,” Allsup concludes. 

It was an honor for me to receive recognition at Bertie’s 

Tea on September 12. Bertie’s Tea is an annual event at 

The Dawes Arboretum to celebrate Bertie Dawes and her 

love of gardening and nature. 

I have volunteered at The Arboretum for over twenty 

years and led the Bird Watching Garden and the Pollina-

tor Garden development. I share this honor with the 

MGVs and OCVNs, who helped with the planning, plant-

ing, and care of the gardens. Their hard work is much 

appreciated. 

A  great big thank you to Elaine Boaz, Peggy Geyer, Di-

anne Hoffman, Karen Jackson, John Kauffman, Victoria 

Khan, Mary Beth Mathews, Collette Peugeot, Gloria Po-

povich, Dave Proctor, Maribeth Stover, Julie Strohmeyer, Catherine Williams, and Jim Williams. 

They use skills learned through MGV training to create places for the public to enjoy the beauty of 

nature, find inspiration, and learn about pollinators and their needs.   

 

Bertie’s Tea at The Dawes Arboretum                              Kathy Stout 
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This is the fourth year to raise monarch butterflies.  Why you say, would I want to do this…well be-

cause these precious insects have only a 5-10 percent chance of surviving in nature.   

I only attempted to do this after almost two years of research and many hours of watching videos of 

other gardeners actually raising them inside to protect from predators.  But its not as easy as it 

sounds…there are so many factors that go into raising them as I will try to explain.   

First you need several containers to place the caterpillars in and lots of milkweed to feed them.  As they 

grow, actually they have 5 instars which means, they shed (molt) their skin as they grow larger.  First 

these containers need to be bleached before using them and at the end of the season to store them for 

next summer. I also wash off milkweed and place some in the refrigerator in Ziplocs to stay fresh.  Oth-

er stems I place in water inside the container in small vials with water.  Small tender leaves for the tiny 

ones and large common milkweed for the bigger ones.   

 I have four containers that I got at Walmart and they are usually used for laundry. I keep tiny 

“cats” (caterpillars) or eggs in small plastic containers with lids with small milkweed leaves until they are 

large enough to be with larger ones. Why?? The larger cats can actually harm these tiny ones.  I keep 

cats together by the size of them…this way I can keep track of their progress and when they are in the 

5th instar, I move them in a separate container so they can go into “J” and form their chrysalis.   

I use cheap paper towels to line the bottom and it is changed one or two times a day depending on the 

size of the cats…bigger ones eat much more and poop (frass) more.  There are many items in the 

home that you cannot use if you raise monarchs.  The list is long, but many things you use like: clean-

ing products, hand cream, scented candles, deodorizers, if your dog or cat wear a flea collar and you 

pet them and then touch the milkweed you could kill them.  They are so very sensitive to many house-

hold items.  That’s why you never use pesticides in your yard if you are growing plants to feed all the 

pollinators.  I have only touched on a few of the ways I raise these beautiful insects, but I learn some-

thing new each year I do.   

This year I have raised 151 healthy monarchs and lost four.  It’s been a down year, but I’m just happy 

to have helped those I have released and are now on their way to Mexico for the winter.  

Raising Monarch Butterflies                                                    Kaye Alban 
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Repurposing Birdbaths                                                    Tammie Hedglin 

Two of my friends were going to trash these plastic/resin birdbaths because cracks appeared in the 
bottom of the basins . . . I drilled holes in the basins for drainage, added a container of Coleus to 
the middle of the large birdbath, filled in the large birdbath with Salvia, Euphorbia and my new fa-
vorite container filler Parsley!  The small birdbath has some beautiful glittery rocks brought back 
from a trip to Maine, copper tubes from a broken wind chime and a trailing plant that I had to trim 
because it was dragging on the ground.  The plan was to place the birdbaths in the center of my 
flower bed but Mother Nature had other ideas, a rabbit decided to nest in the center of the bed so 

for this year my “birdbath planters” are on the edge of the flowerbed  .  I hope to find a third small 

birdbath to add to these for a waterfall effect next year...hint...hint...hint. 
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Spotted Lanternfly                                                                    Sheila Geiling 

 

I just wanted to share this with all my fellow Master Gardeners.  Seems each year a new insect is 

on our radar as dangerous and a great threat to our trees and vegetation.  We all know the horrible 

outcome of the Emerald Ash Borer. It wasn’t long ago that Lori, our great leader, informed us of the 

Spotted Lanternfly.  We have been informed that it has made its way to Ohio.  Though not in our 

area or county, it is of utmost importance that we keep our keen eyes open for this nasty bug. 

The reason for this article is to tell you about a very creative opportunity I experienced to learn 

about the Spotted Lanternfly.  I wanted to share this with all of you because I was so impressed 

with the passion of this woman to alert the public of its danger. 

My granddaughters participate in pageants that are not all about beauty.  The pageants they partici-

pate are geared toward community service. They are involved with the usual categories that each 

girl participates such as Introduction, Costume, Formal Wear and a number of other categories.  

The pageant they recently attended was Miss United States Agriculture held in Indiana, Pennsylva-

nia.  One of the divisions they were involved in was the Costume Division.  Each attendee had to 

dress in a costume representing agriculture and explain why they were presenting such a costume.  

There were many creative costumes, my granddaughters included.  Liberty was an ear of corn; 

Fawn was a bee keeper.  The Elite age group consists of adult women.  Suddenly this woman 

comes walking out in a costume that many questioned.  I was excited and proud to know immedi-

ately what it was.  She dressed up as a Spotted Lanternfly!  It was her turn to address the audience 

of her costume.  She proceeded to explain the danger of this insect and the importance to report its 

location etc.  I just kept thinking what a fabulous way to “get the word out” about the dangers of this 

insect and what to do about it.  After the pageant I went up and complimented her and the infor-

mation she shared.  She was kind enough to forward this picture for me to share along with this 

story.  She, along with my granddaughters qualified to go to the National competition in Orlando, 

Florida next June!  On a frustrating note, she reported to me that the feedback she received from 

one of the judges was that it was a cool costume but to choose something that isn’t “negative” for 

Nationals.   I told her what she did is positive information and to keep doing what she’s doing.  I 

truly hope she continues to “fly” her costume and continue to educate the public regarding another 

nasty insect that we must keep diligent watch to discover and report once we find it. 

 

 

 

Here she is….  Ms. Spotted Lanternfly!  

This bug is pretty, the real one…NOT! 



 

 
LCMG Officers 
Coordinator:      Lori Swihart 

President:         Joe “Grizz” Smith 

Vice President: Kathryn Bierley 

Secretary:         Cheryl Beaty 

Treasurer:         Mary Beth Mathews 

Visit Our Website! 

www.licking.osu.edu 
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and is committed to ensuring that all educa-

tional programs conducted by Ohio State 

University Extension are available to clien-

tele on a nondiscriminatory basis without 
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tus.  Keith L. Smith, Associate Vice Presi-

dent of Agricultural Administration and Di-

rector, OSU Extension.  TDD No. 800-589-

8292 (Ohio only) or 614-292-1868 
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or wish to request a sign language inter-

preter or accommodations for a disability, 
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at: lick@postoffice.ag.ohio-state.edu.  OSU 
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September  
John Kauffman 4th 
Dianne Hoffman 6th  
Dave Proctor 7th 
Pam Satterfield 13th  
Linda Erholm 18th  
Lina Robinson 23rd 
Nancy McClary 30th  

October  
Bridget Harris 2nd 
Linda Bishop 7th 
Ruth Sainsbury 10th  
Kaye Alban13th  
Grace Winter 20th  
Peggy Geyer 21st 
Rory Utt 30th  

Fedco Seed Ordering (Con’td from Pg. 8 ) 

 

 

Agriculture teacher and the other delving into bee keeping and gardening.  I 

feel that the love of the land and what it provides us was born and bred into 

them naturally.  My grandfathers would be so proud!   

I hope and pray that my body and mind keep me gardening for many years to 

come.  I have grandchildren that I’m passing my passion to by making flower 

dolls, collecting nature’s treasures, playing in the soil and soaking up the sun. 

Allowing them to explore the world of plants seems to be my mission.  Once 

in a while I even place those Cleome petals on their tiny fingers and we ad-

mire their beautiful hands.  I hope they can look back on their childhood with 

great memories as I have and be blessed with that same passion in their 

blood too. 

A Budding Gardener (Cont’d from Pg. 9) 

 tive at the Department of Taxation. We don't make the rules.) You can reply 

to this email with an attached image, or you can mail a copy to PO Box 

520 Clinton ME 04927. If you place your orders on our website, please let 

us know your preferred email address: we can ensure that our website 

does not charge you sales tax if you log in using your preferred address.  

We are grateful to have you as a customer and we hope to make the new 

rules for sales tax collection as painless as possible for all of us!  


