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“Anyone who thinks 

gardening begins in 

the spring and ends in 

the fall is missing the 

best part of the whole 

year; for gardening 

begins in January 

with the dream.” 

 
- Josephine Nuese 

 

 
Polyhouse Opening!    Kathryn Bierly 

 
 

It’s time! The Polyhouse is getting ready for the 2022 growing season!  

We will again have use of the C-TEC polyhouse from March 15 through May 

15.  

 

Dates to remember are:  

 

Greenhouse Groomers on Tuesday, March 15: Sign up to tidy up the space!  

Seed Starting Social on Saturday, March 19: We will plant the tomatoes that 

are to be sold at the Plant Sale in May along with any seeds needed for the 

learning garden. Learn how to create soil blocks-a great way to uniformly get 

things started.  

Potting Up Party Saturday, April 16: The seedlings need bigger pots as they 

continue to grow so sign up to help them out.  

Plant Moving Day Friday, May 13 in the afternoon: Trucks and SUVs are 

best for moving the plants from the polyhouse to the plant sale site on Hudson 

Avenue.  

 

Start your garden in the poly-

house!  

 

Along with these activities, Mas-

ter Gardener Volunteers and 

interns can rent a table for their 

personal use for just $10. Or, 

share a table for just $5. Each 

table holds 12 trays, each tray 

holds 50 or more plants. Table 

renters agree to water the poly-

house once a week for the 8 

weeks.  

  

Even if you don’t plan to grow your plants in the polyhouse, it’s a great way to 

get some volunteer hours in. And on cold, rainy days, it’s a great place to see 

spring emerging ahead of everywhere else! 

  

If you are interested in renting a table, the table rental agreement is included 

at the end of this newsletter. Print it, read it, sign it, take a photo of it, and send 

it back to or Kathryn Bierley (614-439-4488, itsenufohio@gmail.com) or Todd 

Deavers (614-747-1065, jtdeavers@yahoo.com).  

See you in the Polyhouse Soon!! 
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Coordinators Column                                                                Lori Swihart 

 

 

“...spring is only 

four Sundays 

away!”  

I saw on Facebook a cute little picture that stated “In my dream 
world, plants are free and gardening makes you thin!”  
 

No idea of the author, or artist 
for that matter, but my good-
ness, isn’t that the truth? This 
time of year I am so ready to 
stop dreaming and get out and 
garden.  
 
I stopped at a garden center 
this past week and was 
floored by the prices they are 
asking these days for little 4- 
inch potted houseplants and 
succulents. Like everything 
else, prices have skyrocketed.  

I guess I will have to just dream about my garden being lush and full and bursting with 
color because I definitely cannot purchase very many plants. Seed starting is not one of 
my favorite things to do, but I will be starting flower seeds to offset the plant prices.  
 
Now, what to do about “gardening makes you thin?”  
 
Every year, our members help Soil and Water with their tree bundling for their tree sale. 
There are many ways to help, and the volunteering pays for our water usage in the 
Learning Garden.  
 
You can sign up online here: Volunteer with Licking Soil & Water  
 
And, If the winter weather has you looking inward and those closets are busting with 
unused items...and you have the urge to purge, remember that if it is garden related, 
we could use them in our yard sale portion of the May Plant Sale. As the weather 
warms and your feeling of purging persists, take it to the storage shed or garage! We 
will take gently used garden tools too! 
  
Enjoy this edition of the newsletter and remember that spring is only 4 Sunday’s away!  

You might be addicted to gardening if… 

... you have to use a flashlight to work in your flowers ...  

... you find yourself weeding the landscape at your favorite restaurant...  

... you need special authorization from your credit card company for your Burpee's 

order...  

... your favorite Friday night date night is at the garden center... 

... you asked your boss if you can be paid in plants... 

Rosemary Amiet 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePCQTfg-SE8x0uyN70EecUgHFnd3l89YxeAzICs71sfILsiw/viewform
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President’s Column                                                            Kathryn Bierley 

“Spring is the perfect 
time to get involved, to 
try something new, and 
to grow again.” 

Even though we’re still a month away from the calendar 
telling us it’s Spring, I’m already gearing up for my favorite 
season. Seed catalogs, then seed ordering is done along 
with the basic planting plan for my vegetable garden.  
 
Another sure sign of spring is the sighting (and smelling!) of 
animals that have been staying cozy in their dens during 
the cold but with the first few warm days, they start to 
move. My Ring doorbell camera has captured a very large 
skunk meandering across my drive and six deer trying to 
eat birdseed out of my feeders. And I live in the middle of 
town! 
  
Spring is when Licking County Master Gardener Volunteers 
gear up, too.  

 

There’s lots going on in the next few weeks and months: 
  
- Veggie and Flower Gardening Classes began February 19  
- Polyhouse opens March 15  
- Four Seasons Conference is March 26  
- Let’s Talk Gardening begins in April 15  
- Our annual Plant Sale is set for May 14.  
 
Lots of planning is happening as well. The learning garden plots are being finalized, the 
food pantry garden is getting its planting schedule together, and a trip to Michigan in July 
is being organized. Spring is the perfect time to get involved, to try something new, and 
to grow again.       See you in the garden!  

Fedco Seed Catalog Design                                                 Elaine Boaz 

If you look at the Fedco’s catalog cover, there was a question 
regarding its design. Laura Childs, Fedco’s Catalog Produc-
tion gave insight into the cover’s artwork: 
  
The man spearing the potatoes is not a current Fedco work-
er, but he does represent a long line of River Drivers from 
this area near the Kennebec River. The image is a composite 
design created over several years by members of Fedco's 
catalog production team who are Elizabeth Smedberg, 
Yvonne Montpelier and me. Originally the river driver was a 
2x2 public domain image of a log drive with no background 
and no mountains. Yvonne turned the logs into potatoes. 
Seven years later Elizabeth joined the team, rediscovered 
the image and added some of the background and moon-
scape from other public domain images. This year (two years 
later) I rediscovered the image and completed the scene by 
adding life to the water, trees, added the moose and trans-
formed it into the cover. 
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Antoine of Oak Alley        Tara Gill 

Carya is a North American genus of tree first recog-

nized by English naturalist Thomas Nuttall in his 

work The Genera of North American Plants (1818). 

The ancient Greek meaning of Carya, is “nut.” Diony-

sus, Greek god of fruit, vegetation, and orchards me-

morialized Carya the girl of his affections by trans-

forming her into a walnut tree upon her death. 

  

The pecan tree is one of the few native tree nuts to 

the United States, can grow to over 100 feet tall, and 

live longer than 300 years. Indigenous peoples culti-

vated it in orchards and employed the pecan as a 

dietary staple. A species of hickory (with the original 

scientific name of Hicoria pecan) and close relative 

to the walnut, pecans were used to barter with by 

traders. Fur traders brought what they had begun 

calling “Illinois nuts” to the eastern seaboard. The 

Powhatan peoples made a milky drink called pocker-

chicory or pocohicora from crushed hickory nuts. 

This is where we derived the word “hickory.” The word pecan comes from the Algonquian 

word “pacane”. The scientific name for the pecan was changed in the late seventeenth 

century from Hicoria pecan to Carya illinoinensis. 

  

Fruits of the pecan are typically described as nuts (like acorns, chestnuts, and hazelnuts), 

but they are instead drupes (like almonds, walnuts, peaches, plums, and cherries.) 

George Washington was “forever munching on pecans and always had some in his pock-

et.” A 145-foot, 154 year-old pecan tree was reluctantly removed from Mount Vernon in 

January 2014.  

 

Growing a productive pecan tree came with difficulty. Simply planting a pecan from a tree 

whose fruits you found particularly delectable did not guarantee your tree would produce 

predictable, or uniform offspring. An aspiring commercial producer of pecans in 1840's 

Louisiana heard of an enslaved gardener with the reputation as a master of plants that he 

hoped would be able to solve this production issue. Formerly known as Bon Sejour, later 

renamed Oak Alley plantation due to the 800 foot long double rows of oak trees planted 

before the home’s construction in 1837, it was home to an enslaved man known as An-

toine.  

 

Antoine of Oak Alley, at the age of 38, was the first person to successfully graft the paper-

shell pecan resulting in trees producing uniform fruits with thinner shells. Success came 

with trunk grafting which produced sixteen scions. His work was presented by Hubert 

Bonzano at the Centennial Exposition held in Philadelphia 1876. Antoine's pecans result-

ed in the first named variety, Centennial, and they were awarded for their “choice quality.” 
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Postcards from Ohio 

Sent by Mary Beth Mathews, with permission from Marita King 

 

As you wait for spring, enjoy these images from the Cleveland Botanical Garden. They 
are hosting the 16th annual flower show of Orchids Forever: Synergy and Survival until 
March 13th. 
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My BIG, FAT Prairie Project       Jim Williams 

You know the feeling…you get a wild gardening idea and things can quickly get much 

bigger than you realized. Such was the case when my wife thought about the property 

behind our house in Granville. My wife said, “This would make a lovely Ohio Flowering 

Prairie” and the ball started rolling. 

  

Our property abuts the Denison University Biological Reserve. The property is covered 

with invasive plant species (think lots of nasty weeds) bordered on the opposite side with 

a winding creek. If you used the edges of my property as east and west borders, it would 

be a little over 3/4 of an acre. 

  

We contacted Denison Univer-

sity and asked the question, 

“Would it be possible to take the 

Bio-Reserve land behind my 

house and work it?” They said, 

“YES, but you will need to lease 

the land from us first.” I guess 

Denison has a deal that allows 

property owners whose land 

touches the Denison Bio-Reserve to lease the property behind their houses for 5 years 

for $5 a year. “SIGN ME UP!” I replied. 

  

Now came the research phase. As with most spontaneous projects, you actually start to 

realize how big your prize will cost (in terms of time, labor and money) after you get the 

details. Some of my best advice came from Brent Sodergren, Fish and Wildlife Biologist 

with US Fish and Wildlife. Their office is right next door to the County Extension office. 

Due to Covid, Brent works from his home and truck. His territory pretty much covers the 

state. I also consulted with James Reding, a Granville High School Environmental Sci-

ences teacher and Shana Byrd, Director of Land Conservation at Dawes Arboretum.  

 

I consulted several helpful web sites. You can get plenty of useful info if you just input 

“how to create a prairie” in your browser’s search engine. If you wish to keep it more pro-

fessional, you can limit results to .edu, .ext, or .gov web sites.  

 

After talking to the experts, here is what I learned.  

• This was going to be a long project: 3-5 years to get fully established.  

• It was going to need funding to purchase or rent equipment and purchase supplies and 

seed.  

• It was going to require extensive labor.  

 

The payback: A native area that was beneficial to pollinators, birds and ground dwelling 

animals.  Cont. on next page 
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My BIG, FAT Prairie Project, cont.      Jim Williams 

Here are the “Steps” for growing your prairie from seed. 

  

1. Site Prep: Site prep is vital to a successful planting. There are several different meth-

ods to accomplish this task. 

  

If the area is tiny (think tiny strips of land or small garden size plots) you can either use 

black plastic to kill existing growth or clear plastic to “solarize” existing growth. You will 

need to do it more than once, since more seeds will germinate after the initial kill. Many 

experts use a program of 4-5 weeks on and 2 weeks off for multiple times till nothing fur-

ther germinates. If you have biennial weeds (musk thistle, wild carrot, wild parsnip, poison 

hemlock and garlic mustard to name a few) the area may need to be covered for 2 years.  

If you are converting a small section of your lawn to prairie you can get a sod remover. 

After you remove your sod, you pause for a month to see if anything sprouts up. You will 

need to kill that growth before seeding. 

  

For larger areas, (areas greater than 500 square feet) I would recommend the systematic 

application of grass and broadleaf herbicides over a growing season or a program of 

plowing multiple times over the course of 1-2 years to remove existing plant growth and 

weeds that sprout from the soils weed seed bank.  

 

“Do not underestimate the weed seed bank of your soil. The weed seed bank holds the 

accrued deposits of dormant weed seeds that have been falling on the soil, sometimes 

for many years. Weed seed dormancy can be broken by even slight soil disturbance, a 

change in soil temperature, or a brief exposure to light. These events can cause a flush of 

new weeds to germinate on a site that previously appeared to be clean. Ideally, site prep-

aration will eliminate the existing plants on site, but also spur the germination of the weed 

seed bank so they, too, can be eliminated.” - excerpt from Prairie Moon Nursery web site. 

  

2. Seeding: You will need to determine your seed mix based on the area you are planting 

(dry, occasionally muddy, flood plain, etc.) and your light conditions for the site. There are 

many midwestern companies who specialize in discussing and selling these various seed 

mixes. Depending on your preferences, many prairie seed companies have seed blends 

that select deer resistant plants, pollinator favorites, or bird favorites, to name a few.  

 

Here are a list of some midwestern native prairie grass and flowers companies.  

 

Natives in Harmony (OH)  

Ernst Seeds (PA)  

Ohio Prairie Nursery (OH)  

Prairie Moon Nursery (MN)  

 
Continued on page 19 



 

 

 

  

Volume XII, Issue 1 Page 8 

 
 

Holly (Ilex) is a genus (class of plants with common characteristics) of over 500 flowering ever-

green and deciduous species in the family Aquifoliaceae (aqu i folum) meaning "sharp leafed". 

'Red Beauty' like most hollies are dioecious (di e shus) denoting "of two houses". They are plants 

that house the female and male flowers on separate plants. Both male and female hollies have 

small clusters of creamy white spring flowers located between the leaf and branch joints. The 

male plants have more prominent stamens then the females. Female hollies have pronounced 

yellow antlers protruding from the center of each bloom. While hollies have year round garden 

interest, their flowers are ornamentally inconspicuous yet necessary for fruit production. 'Red 

Beauty' holly is a compact, densely branched, upright pyramidal evergreen shrub, that when polli-

nated by a male holly, abundantly produces attractive bright red berries visible from late fall 

throughout winter.  

 

In touring the village gardens, I discovered two 'Red Beauty' hollies framing the entrance of the 

Clubhouse and with Marilyn Clark's assistance, two additional 'Red Beauty' planted in the Primary 

Easement ("area from the outside edge of each unit to the inside edge of the sidewalk from the 

driveway to the unit's front door") 

beside her home. The male holly she 

selected to pollinate the two 'Red 

Beauty' was the 'Blue Prince', an ex-

cellent pollinator. With evergreen 

holly you generally need one male 

planted within 300 to 500 feet of the 

female. With this planting arrange-

ment the male can pollinate 20 fe-

male hollies. For deciduous holly, 

such as the three female Winterberry 

'Red Spirit' hollies at the Clubhouse, 

the male 'Jim Dandy' was selected. 

For good pollination of deciduous 

hollies one male should be planted 

within 50 feet of the female.  

 

Hollies prefer full to partial sun, and will tolerate a variety of soils. They require medium to well 

drained soil and with ideal conditions can live for 50 years. However tough this deer resistant ev-

ergreen is, it needs protected from our freezing northern temperature, drying winter winds and 

leaf sunburn. To shelter our hollies they need to be planted in a location that offers wind protec-

tion and filtered sunlight. A two to three inch layer of mulch around their root zone will protect 

them from winter freeze. Hollies are a low maintenance plant that responds well to pruning in late 

winter after the threat of extreme cold has passed.  

 

The name Holly means "like a dove" and in 1969 was in the top 100 favorite names for girls in 

America. Today it remains a popular name for December babies and those born around the 

Christmas season. As you walk our gardens take time to become acquainted with the 'Red Beau-

ty' living in our village. 

  

See you in the gardens.  

REDDINGTON VILLAGE GARDENS— 
PLANT OF THE MONTH 

Holly ‘Red Beauty’ - Ilex x Rutzan  

Joe “Grizz” Smith 
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Gardeners are encouraged to avoid gardening mistakes by 

ensuring that their soil is in good condition to begin growing. 

It is strongly encouraged that gardeners procure a soil test. 

So here is a step by step method to obtain soil samples and 

get the real numbers on what your soil needs. 

  

Do you know the status of phosphorus, potassium, calcium, 

magnesium, pH, cation exchange capacity, lime requirement 

index, and base saturation your soil has for growing your 

plants? You may also want to find the status of these addi-

tional items, such as, iron, zinc, manganese, soluble salts, nitrates, and organic matter 

content. All of these may be obtained by a simple soil test to determine what may or may 

not be available for plant growth in your garden, lawn, flower beds, trees, shrubs, and or-

chard. The soil test will provide the amount of fertilizers, timing of fertilization, and amount 

of soil pH modifying agents, such as lime needed to adjust according to the type of crop. 

This test will help answer the question of why your plants are not performing to their maxi-

mum. 

  

The best tools to use to take a soil sample are a soil probe or an auger bit. A spade, knife, 

or trowel may also be used to take a thin slice of soil. Collect the samples into a plastic 

container or box. Remember to take an equal amount from each collection and from the 

same depth.  

 

According to OSU Extension follow these requirements when taking a sample. 1. Remove 

the top debris, residue, sod or turf thatch from the soil surface before sampling. 2. Sample 

each of these groups separately – lawns 3-4 inches deep, gardens and flower beds 4-6 

inches deep, shrubs, trees and orchards 6-10 inches deep. 3. Take soil cores or slices 

from as many places as possible to cover the area by going zigzag throughout the area 4. 

Sample areas in gardens outside previous fertilizer bands. 5. Sample when soils are suita-

ble for tilling, spading or plowing. 6. Take separate samples from areas that have received 

different fertility programs. 7. Take separate samples from soils that are distinguishable by 

color (i.e. light vs. dark), drainage, separate beds, or other factors.  

 

Contact the OSU Extension office to obtain the soil testing lab instructions, soil test kit, and 

appropriate forms. Break up the soil lumps, air dry at room temperature, and mix when dry. 

When well mixed put the amount required in the soil test kit bag and return to the Exten-

sion office for shipping to the lab or you may ship on your own.  

 

Gardeners’ Guide to Soil Testing      Don Grube 
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There is a wonderfully fertile 18’ by 40’ plot in our Learning Garden where we have suc-

cessfully tied gardening to favorite children’s literature.  For its first two seasons, this gar-

den was filled with a variety of growing vegetables, a ‘pond with goldfish’, Peter Rabbit, a 

potting shed and other paraphernalia which welcomed visitors into Mr. MacGregor’s gar-

den just like the classic tale of Beatrix Potter’s beloved children’s book.  At our summer 

Open House, Mrs. MacGregor even read “Peter Rabbit” to children who visited the gar-

den.  

  

Last summer, this same garden space was 

turned into Wonderland, a cottage garden 

tied to Lewis Carroll’s famous storybook 

tale.  The picket fence was painted offwhite 

and the garden gate invited our garden visi-

tors in to meet Alice, the White Rabbit, the 

Queen of Hearts and oversee the Mad Hat-

ters’ tea party.  A colorful path of bachelor 

buttons,  stick verbena, rudebekia, and 

marigolds invited visitors to use harlequin-

colored stepping stones to walk past 

fenced rows of giant zinnias and snapdragons, a large potted Mexican sunflower,  asters, 

gomphrena, ageratum  and sunflowers. Visitors were also greeted by the Cheshire Cat and 

Tweedledum and Tweedledee, painted by a talented MGV and a family member of an 

MGV.  Butterflies, hummingbirds and bees visited often too!   

 

For the summer of 2022, we need 3-4 MGVs to work 

together to recreate Wonderland or envision a garden 

built around a new children’s storybook(s).  I have or-

dered a number of different kinds of flower seeds for 

this new garden which can be started and cared for in 

the polyhouse beginning in mid-late March as the tim-

ing is appropriate.  For example, the Benary’s Giant 

zinnias are best started in early-to-mid-April so they 

are 5-6 inches tall and ready for transplanting after the 

last spring frost date.  

   

If anyone  or any group of LCMGVs are interested in taking over this garden and re-

envisioning this wonderful garden space, please let me know. Perhaps you have a favorite 

storybook to build a cutting or cottage garden around.  Your imagination and ability to 

spend time in cultivating a new ‘wonderland’ is your only limitation.    

Our Storybook Garden      Linda Bishop 
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New year, new beginnings! While you're busy making your list of 2022 resolutions (you 
know, eat healthier, get more exercise, maybe even start a daily meditation practice), re-
member the other areas in your life that bring you joy, like your yard. In fact, gardening can 
help you to achieve all three of those previously mentioned goals, so it can really pay off to 
carefully plan for the upcoming growing season. Why not make a few resolutions that will 
inspire you create an even more gorgeous, fruitful, and satisfying garden in the new year? 
Here are five to get you started. 
  
Number 1: Keep Your Tools Organized You obviously need the right tools to accomplish 
just about any garden task, and while it's easy to toss your favorite gardening gloves or 
best set of pruners in a random bucket in the back corner of the garage, you'll curse your-
self next time you need them and can't find them. Instead of wasting time hunting, resolve 
to get your tools organized and keep them that way. When your tools are always at the 
ready, you'll be better able to take care of your yard.  
 
Number 2: Prepare for Pests No matter what region of the country you live in, you'll deal 
with unwelcome visitors to your garden, such as deer, rabbits, insect pests, and weeds. 
But don't let that discourage you! Instead, resolve to be ready. Regularly scout for weeds 
that can pop up whenever the ground thaws, and remove them ASAP. If an area like your 
veggie garden usually attracts pesky bunnies, fence it off before you sow seeds. Certain 
species of plants have more pest issues than others (for example, ash trees inevitably will 
attract emerald ash borers that will kill them) so research any new plant you want to add to 
your garden to make sure it won't create headaches. Lots of problematic yet popular plants 
such as roses and tomatoes have disease- and pest-resistant varieties to choose from, so 
look for those when choosing what to grow.  
 
 

New Year, New Garden       sent by Nancy McClary 

Better Homes and Gardens 

Continued on next page 
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Number 3: Improve Water Conservation Although this goal is especially crucial in 
drought-prone areas, gardeners in every region can conserve water. Mulch is your friend 
because it helps the soil hold onto moisture for your plants. Add at least a 2-inch layer 
wherever you have bare soil. And try choosing plants native to your region; they're better 
able to thrive without a lot of extra watering and other pampering. For areas of your garden 
that may need more water, such as lawn or a vegetable garden, an irrigation system with a 
timer can really help use water more efficiently.  
 
Number 4: Take on a Challenging Project Part of the fun of gardening is trying some-
thing new, whether it's a weekend project like making your own concrete containers or 
freshening up your garden beds with some dramatic edging. Or maybe you'd like to try 
building your own trellis or creating a broken brick patio? The possibilities are endless, but 
no matter what you choose, you're bound to gain new skills and a sense of accomplish-
ment. And if a project doesn't quite work out, consider it a lesson learned and start a new 
one!  
 
Number 5: Enjoy Your Outdoor Space More Just 20 minutes a day outside in nature can 
lower your stress levels, so make it a priority to literally stop and smell the flowers once in a 
while. Spend a few moments watching the birds and butterflies doing their thing while you 
enjoy your morning coffee. Or if you've got a patio or deck, add a few containers and com-
fortable seating to make it a more welcoming place to hang out. No patio, no problem! How 
about building a fire pit for your family to gather around? The more you can make your out-
door space a pleasant and relaxing place to be, the more you'll appreciate all the hard 
work you're putting into it. 

New Year, New Garden       sent by Nancy McClary 

Better Homes and Gardens (cont.) 
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Plant Profile: Bee Balm      Pam Satterfield 
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On March 26th, we will welcome guests to our annual spring conference. Even as we are 

planning to ensure that certain COVID safety measures are in place (and are watching to 

determine if we can relax these) we hope you will plan to attend the conference. Each at-

tendee pays $40 and registration is now open at fourseasonsofgardening.org or you can 

mail a check to the extension office at 770 East Main Street. Please make your check out to 

LCMGV and note that it is for the conference. Your registration fee will pay for your lunch 

and for the cost of speakers and the use of the event venue. Thank you for your support!  

 

No conference is possible without lots of help. There are a number of opportunities to volun-

teer and your hours will count toward the 20 volunteer hours you need for 2022 (or toward 

your 50 hours if you an intern). Please read through the list of volunteer opportunities we 

need and email Kaye Alban (1155kalban@windstream.net) or Linda Bishop 

(ldbishop07@gmail.com) asap to let us know how you are willing to help. 

  

Thank you for being volunteers to help make our conference a special day for everyone!  

  

Conference Volunteer Opportunities!  

The Raffle Team (Need 3 people including a Team Leader)  

• Serve as team leader.  

• Help set up for the raffle on March 25th  

• Help sell and collect raffle tickets.  

• Identify winners for the raffle and post the winning ticket numbers!  

• Thank you to Carol Anderson and Abigail Morton for securing our raffle items!  

 

Volunteer Servers (Need 6 people including a Team Leader)  

• Meet on Friday at 10:00 am to discuss serving tasks.  

• Arrive no later than 7:30 am on Saturday, March 26th to begin serving muffins/fruit at 

8:00.  

• Serve soup at lunch.  

• Serve cookies after lunch.  

 

Registration (Need 2 people to check in attendees)  

• Sign folks into the conference.  

 

Greeters (Need 2 conference greeters; need 5 greeters to take care of speakers)  

• Greet conference attendees at top of stairs and point out where attendees can hang 

their coats, find the dining hall or raffle room.  

• Need five greeters, one each assigned to look out for and greet individual speakers and 

show them where to go; introduce them at the conference.  

Help Wanted for Spring Conference!     Linda Bishop 

Continued on next page 

https://fourseasonsofgardening.org
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The Decoration Committee (Need 2-3 very creative people)  

• Finish preparing the table centerpieces as/if needed.  

• Plan for and provide décor near podium, flowers for registration and buffet table.  

• Determine if we need additional, innovative arrangements.  

 

Bakers (Need 8 muffin bakers and 8 cookie bakers)  

• Each baker makes 2 dozen muffins or cookies.  

• If you are willing to bake muffins, please contact Kaye Alban. She will tell you which 

muffins she needs. Muffin recipes and paper baking cups are in Lori’s office at exten-

sion for you to pick up.  

• Cookie bakers can choose the cookies they would like to make. Please don’t choose a 

recipe that use nuts to avoid issues with allergies. Contact Linda Bishop if you are will-

ing to make 2 dozen cookies.  

• Please take the Occasional Quantity Cook Training is an online class before baking. 

(This class counts toward education hours!) Find the directives to take this class in the 

files at the end of this newsletter.  

• Bring cookies and muffins either on March 25th between 9:30 am and noon or on 

March 26th by 7:30 am.  

 

Preparing Conference Folders (Need 2 people to prepare before March 25th)  

• Pick up folders from Lori’s office on March 15th or after.  

• Collate prepared documents to collate and place in folders.  

 

Our conference on Saturday, March 26th is at the Moundbuilders Country Club, 125 N. 

33rd Street in Newark, OH. The country club doors will open at 7:30 am. A continental 

breakfast will be served and early attendees can visit the few vendors we will have or look 

over the raffle items. The actual conference will begin at 8:35 am.  

 

If you have a green Four Seasons of Gardening Tshirt, please wear it to the conference. If 

you do not have one and would like to get one, check with Nancy McClary at 

nmcclary@columbus.rr.com. She has a few sizes left. Cost is $20 for the shirt.  

When should you come to help set up for the conference? We will be at Moundbuilders 

Country Club on Friday, March 25th. If you can come help us, we will begin setting up at 

9:30 am and anticipate being finished by noon. 

  

Thank you for any and all ways you can help! The conference will only succeed if we each 

volunteer to do something!  

Help Wanted for Spring Conference!     Linda Bishop 
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Welcome New Interns! 

Dennis Shreve 

Bio: 

• M.S.E.E. degree in electrical engineering from The Ohio 

State University. 

• Retired from engineering management career at General 

Electric 

• Part-time technical consultant and trainer 

• Volunteer worker and Board member at Inniswood Bo-

tanical Gardens in Westerville for past 6 years 

• Board member of Jefferson Township Parks for past 3 

years 

 

(1) WHY MGV?:  I have a desire to learn more about 

ways that I can contribute and improve our ecological systems. 

(2) PROJECT INTERESTS:  plant sales; garden maintenance, including planting and 

weeding; tours, etc. 

(3) EXPERIENCE:  6 years as volunteer at Inniswood; gardening and landscaping at 

home 

(4) FAMILY: My wife and two grown daughters all enjoy gardening - flowers and vegeta-

bles 

(1) BACKGROUND:  Far east side Franklin County resident; OSU graduate; hobbies be-

sides gardening include antiques and antique electronics restoration 

 

 

Kitty Guinsler 

 

I was interested in joining several years ago but with other responsibilities, I passed. My 

friend, Nan Durrough, suggested I join last year when she discovered I was really into gar-

dening. When I was growing up in Lancaster Ohio, people asked me what I wanted to be 

and I said an actor. (I didn’t know at the time women 

were actresses.). Later after we moved to Pickerington, I 

said I wanted to be a farmer. So now I act like a farmer 

with 150+/- chickens and 75 +/- ducks just outside of 

Johnstown. At times there were other assorted crea-

tures. But my love is the garden. My first garden was 

probably one foot square when I was maybe 10. I am 

the only one in my family with a green thumb; house 

plants, flowers, garden, etc. I am also a property tax 

consultant and work from home. Once Intel or some oth-

er group pays outrageous money for my property, I can 

retire early! Until then, I have to hold my excitement at 

bay and help out where I can on weekends. 
(Kitty on left) 
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Gardening By the Signs        Jim Rengert 

Several years ago I wrote an article on this very subject. I again, this year for Christmas, 

received another Farmers’ Almanac from my son. Believe it or not, some gardeners and 

farmers including our Amish friends still follow these practices. When I was farming I had a 

neighbor who wouldn’t plant corn unless the moon sign was right. My grandfather wouldn’t 

set a new fence post unless it was the dark of the 

moon. Otherwise it may raise out of the ground and he 

would have to do it again. All these ideas may seem 

strange, but someone kept records of the happenings 

just like we keep Phenology records. Years ago, most 

people kept diaries of current happenings and this was 

one of them. 

 

So where am I going with this subject. Wouldn’t it be 

neat to plant the Pioneer Garden by the sign of the 

moon? Two sections: Below ground crops and Above 

ground crops. I need to get my helpers sold on this 

method! We would plant by the Farmers’ Almanac and 

in the Sign of the Moon. 

 

Cycles of the Moon affect plant growth. Plant annual 

flowers and vegetables that bear crops above ground 

during the light of the moon. This is called Waxing of the 

Moon from the day the moon is new until the day it is 

full. 

 

Plant flowering bulbs, biennial or perennial flowers and vegetables that bear crops below 

the ground during the dark of the moon. This is called Waning of the Moon from the day 

after it is full to the day before it is new again. 

 

Still with me? So, if you don’t like this idea, the Farmers’ Almanac says the best time to fish 

is between the New and Full Moons. You may not catch any fish but if you garden, it’s 

good therapy and you get tomatoes. I think I’ll take a nap now, it’s in the Dark of the Moon.  

You might be addicted to gardening if… 

... you've helped yourself to stem cuttings or seeds from plants at a park or commer-

cial landscape.         Sharon W. 

… you find yourself hiding garden center receipts from your spouse! 

Cheryl Campbell 

… you join the office coffee pool just for the used grounds. 

Jeff Cromwell 
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Supporting Baltimore Orioles      Jim Williams 

With the advent of April comes the arrival of the migrating birds into Ohio. Most striking 

among this lot is the “Baltimore” Oriole. This part-time resident to the Buckeye State is nor-

mally a voracious insect eater (mostly caterpillars and grubs), and thus a friend to garden-

ers. However, in April and part of May, these birds are in need of an energy burst from 

their long travels and are uniquely adapted to get that energy from fruits and flower nectar.  

 

Putting out orange slices, blackberries and 

raspberries on an elevated critter-proof 

stand will attract these fascinating birds. If 

you wish to increase the odds of seeing 

them, put out berry flavored suet cakes, 

grape jelly and a sugar water feeder as 

well. (6:1 ratio - 2 cups water to 1/3 cup 

sugar) 

  

It's quite common for Baltimore Orioles to 

perform a disappearing act from your feed-

ers during the late spring and summer. The birds are probably still in the area, but as soon 

as they start breeding and raising their young, their nutritional needs switch from high sug-

ar foods, like jelly, to high protein foods like insects and worms. Once baby bird season 

begins, Baltimore Orioles spend more of their time high in the canopies of trees or low in 

thickets where they are busy "feeding and breeding”. 

  

If you wish to continue to see these beautiful 

birds during the summer months, one sug-

gestion you might try is to set out a tray of 

mealworms at your feeder once you see their 

numbers starting to dwindle. If it doesn't keep 

the orioles around, you're sure to make plenty 

of other backyard birds very happy. 

  

One word of warning: if you grow berries of 

any kind, please protect your crop from these 

clever birds with netting. 

  

Before they migrate back south (all the way to Central America), they try to fuel up with 

fruit and nectar in the fall. So, starting in September, bring out the high carbohydrate good-

ies and wish these snowbirds well on their journey. 

  

https://ohiodnr.gov/discover-and-learn/animals/birds/baltimore-oriole 

https://www.nwf.org/Educational-Resources/Wildlife-Guide/Birds/Baltimore-Oriole 

https://ohiodnr.gov/discover-and-learn/animals/birds/baltimore-oriole
https://www.nwf.org/Educational-Resources/Wildlife-Guide/Birds/Baltimore-Oriole
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My BIG, FAT Prairie Project (cont. from page 7)  Jim Williams 

Seed prices range from about $150 - $900 per acre. The US Fish and Wildlife provides a 

service of plowing and seeding at a discounted rate for large acreage prairie conversion 

projects. Seed cost for these large projects can be as low as $200 per acre. 

  

You can plant in the fall, late October for mid-Ohio; winter, on frost hardened ground, or 

on snow on warmer days; or late spring, from late April to mid May.  

Each time has its advantages and disadvantages. Some prairie flowers need cold stratifi-

cation to germinate. Those seeds, if planted in the spring, will not germinate till the follow-

ing year. Some seeds, if planted too early in the Fall, may germinate and die with a cold 

snap. The main advantage of sowing 

seeds in the winter is that the action of 

snow melt and freezing and thawing 

works the seeds into the soil and cold 

stratifies the seeds.  

 

Sowing seed mixtures that are a mix of 

grass and prairie flowers can be prob-

lematic in a unique way. The different 

weights and sizes of these seeds 

means that when distributing seeds using a spreader over uneven ground, the shaking 

action to the spreader will cause the larger seeds to “float” to the surface of the spreader. 

This will then cause a field with large stands of grass with no flowers and large stands of 

flowers with no grass. If you are seeding a large area, stop on a frequent basis to “re-mix” 

the seed mix in the spreader. 

  

3. Mowing: The first three years are critical to the success and health of your nascent 

prairie. Consistent mowing of the plot will keep invasive annual weeds and grasses from 

producing seeds. Mowing will allow sunlight to fall on perennial prairie flower and grasses 

as they establish a root system. 

  

The rule is to cut the area when growth reaches about 10-12 inches. There is some differ-

ence of opinion about how far down to cut the growth. Many folks say cutting it down to 4-

8 inches is ideal, while some experts argue that 6-12 inches is the ideal for the first year. 

However low you go, this operation needs to continue throughout the first growing sea-

son. Your goal is to prevent all the growth from flowering. 

  

Perennial weeds will need to either be dug up or spot sprayed with an appropriate blend 

of grass and broadleaf herbicide. Digging up weeds has the risk of killing tiny native seed-

lings and spurring germination of weed seeds. Herbicide use needs to be done in enough 

time to kill the plant while it is actively growing and has not set any flowers.  

 

 
Continued on next page 
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My BIG, FAT Prairie Project, cont.     Jim Williams 

The second year is a year of transition. You still need to mow early on to control early 

sprouting annual weeds. This is also the year of diligently controlling biennial weeds. That 

usually involves hand pulling the weeds after the soil is moist. This works for most bienni-

als except poison hemlock, hogweed, sweet clover and thistle. 

  

A broad leaf herbicide should be used on the hemlock and hogweed, since these plants 

are hazardous to touch. Apply any herbicide with extreme caution, since it will also kill 

desirable neighboring plants. For the thistle and sweet clover, cut at ground level in the 

bud or early flower stage. They rarely grow enough to flower again that same year.  

Diligent weeding during a planting’s first two to three years can reduce aggressive weed 

species to a manageable level. Annual vigilance will be necessary to prevent new prob-

lem weed flare-ups. If you see a marked decrease in annual weeds the second year, you 

can limit the number of times to mow to about three times down to about the 8-12 inch 

height.  

 

4. Long term management: Most native plantings, after two or three growing seasons, 

need to be burned annually for the next five or more years to become well established. 

Burning yields better growth and more flowers. Mature prairies with no weed problems 

may need burning only once every three years. 

  

When a large planting reaches seven years, it can be divided into three sections with 

mowed paths between them. Burn a different section each year, thereby protecting over-

wintering butterflies and other insects. 

  

If a planting is not periodically burned, a thatch layer can build up over the years, causing 

some native species to grow poorly or even to die out completely. Burning is the single 

most important management practice for native plantings. If you do wish to burn, I would 

recommend talking with Brent Sodergren with US Fish and Wildlife. A discussion with Jim 

Reding might also provide great insight. Mr. Reding is responsible for the Granville High 

School Land Lab and they do a controlled burn every 3 years on their prairie.  

Please consult and follow all federal, county and local laws before deciding to do a con-

trolled burn on your prairie. You should also keep your neighbors informed! 

  

To do it properly, you will need permits, a 

certified expert who will supervise and con-

duct the burn, the local fire department in 

attendance and plenty of help. A forty foot 

buffer is recommended between the prairie 

and any buildings.  

Continued on next page 



 

 

Visit Our Website! 

www.licking.osu.edu 

OSU Extension embraces human diversity 

and is committed to ensuring that all educa-

tional programs conducted by Ohio State 

University Extension are available to clien-

tele on a nondiscriminatory basis without 

regard to race, color, age, gender, identity 

or expression, disability, religion, sexual 

orientation, national origin, or veteran sta-

tus.  Keith L. Smith, Associate Vice Presi-

dent of Agricultural Administration and Di-

rector, OSU Extension.  TDD No. 800-589-

8292 (Ohio only) or 614-292-1868 

 If you have questions concerning access 

or wish to request a sign language inter-

preter or accommodations for a disability, 

please contact OSU Extension - Licking 

County at 740-670-5315 or by email 

at: lick@postoffice.ag.ohio-state.edu.  OSU 

Extension does not endorse any particular 

product, service or company.  The mention 
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LCMGV Officers 
Coordinator:      Lori Swihart 

President:         Kathryn Bierley 

Vice President: Collette Peugeot 

Secretary:         Karen Jackson 

Treasurer:         Mary Beth Mathews 

January 

Kathy Kern 2nd  

Linda Mash 5th   

Diana RowLee 6th   

Kate Barrette   12th  

Scott Robinson 15th  

Carol Anderson  17th  

Nan Darrough 19th   

Lydia McCue  23rd  

Todd Deavers  24th  

Jo Walters 28th   

February 

Amie Walter 6th   

Victoria Kahn 17th   

Dana Harris  18th  

Kitty Guinsler 18th  

Lizz Stearns 19th  

Lauri Morgan 22nd  

Cheryl Campbell 24th   

Linda Coppler 26th    

Birthdays of the Month 

My BIG, FAT Prairie Project, cont.   Jim Williams 
 

Be aware of trees adjacent to the prairie that have low hanging 

branches over the field. They may catch on fire. 

  

If burning is not an option, the field needs to be mown at the begin-

ning of early spring (late February to mid-April). Removal of the cut 

grass is important in this process, since this material will prevent 

sunlight from reaching the early growth. 

  

I think for all the time, work and money that goes into creating a 

prairie, I am getting a great deal. I have kept busy in the years of 

Covid. I have learned a lot about an eco-system that is rarely cov-

ered in the Master Garden world. I am having fun and am excited 

about my work. 

  

I am photo and video documenting my journey to establishing a 

prairie. When completed, I will share it with you. I hope this column 

and my future video will inspire some of you to plant prairie grasses 

and flowers on your properties. 

  

Even if you haven’t the land to do this, I have noted that schools in 

the area are starting to want prairie land labs for themselves. 

Wouldn’t it be great to support that effort?  

First Day of  Spring is March 20! 



  
  

 
 
 
 

Rental Agreement For Master Gardener Volunteers  
To Use The C-TEC Poly House March 18 through May 16, 2022  

  
Thanks to C-TEC, LCMGVs again have a place to start seedlings, pot them up, and allow them to ma-
ture for the Plant Sale and volunteers have a place that is heated, has sufficient light to start their per-
sonal seeds, and have them grow in the poly house until time to plant outdoors.    
  
The poly house will be available March 18 through May 16, 2021.  All plants and supplies MUST be re-
moved by the end of day, May 16.  
  
Rules  

 
• Park between the greenhouses in the small drive outside or in the spaces adjacent to the 

drive.  
 
• Clean up after yourself.  Remove dead plant material and place in containers for disposal to 

discourage disease and insects.  Trash will have a separate container in the poly house.  
  
• When you water, make a notation in the poly house notebook.  Include the date and time, 

greenhouse temperature, any concerns or observations.  Use moisture meter as needed.**  
  
• Clean and replace all tools, hoses, materials to where they belong.  
  
• Turn off the water at the spigot.  Do not allow the nozzle to rest on the ground.  Hang nozzle 

to discourage weeds, pests, and diseases.  
  
• Make sure poly house is locked when you leave.  

  
Notify Lori Swihart (740-618-6334) or Kathryn Bierley (614-439-4488/ itsenufohio@gmail.com) or Todd 
Deavers (614-747-1065/ jtdeavers@yahoo.com) if anything is broken or missing.  LCMGVs are respon-
sible for maintaining the property of C-TEC as best we can.  
  
** Each person who rents a table is required to sign up to water the entire poly house one time a week 
AND adhere to the instructions on watering, i.e. Water Wizardry.  A signup sheet is available when pay-
ment for the rent is made.  The sheet will be posted at the poly house, so everyone knows who is re-
sponsible for each time slot.  If you cannot make your assigned day and time, you are responsible for 
finding a substitute.  Remember, the plants cannot water themselves!  
  
The rent is $10 for the eight weeks for each table rented, payable when signing the Rental Agreement.    
Two people can share a table for $5 each.    
The Water Sign Up sheet must be filled at time of payment with choice of day and time.    
MGVs participating in this opportunity must be trained on proper way to water, learn the lock combina-
tion and fan switch locations.   
  
  
I understand and agree to all of the rules and conditions above.   
 
Print Name   _______________________________    e-mail __________________________________ 
 
Signature _____________________________________________  
  
 
Payment Received? _______   Watering Day/Time Scheduled _________________   



CLICK HERE TO FOLLOW LINK ABOVE 

https://cfaesosu.catalog.instructure.com/courses/fcs-occasional-quantity-cooks-training-oqc


CLICK HERE TO FOLLOW LINK ABOVE 

https://fourseasonsofgardening.org/2022-spring-conference







