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Learning Garden Project                                         Cheryl Campbell 

 
 

The Learning Gardens have made a positive step forward as our Master Gardener Volunteers 
move to create a larger footprint within the Licking County Community. The improvements 
create a more cohesive appearance within our new Land Lab facility as other hardscape pro-
jects will encompass the entire design. Hopefully we will inspire those who are involved in 
those plans. 
 
The past two weeks have been spent dismantling old fencing, pulling out old posts, cleaning 
up debris around the perimeter and setting corner posts for a new seven-foot deer fence. With 
the help of our volunteers, wooden structures and gates have been stained black to match the 
black fence which was installed last Friday. Currently, Don Grube and Jim Rengert are in the 
process of installing a beautiful wooden gate at our front entrance. These two gentlemen have 
constructed all of our arbors and gates that surround our garden. Their skills seem to be end-
less! We are still in the process of painting our wood structures and installing 4 ft. critter fence 
but the Garden is enclosed once again and planting has begun.  
 
I would personally like to thank each and every volunteer who has worked on this project. 
Many hours have been spent preparing for this and to see it become a reality is just wonder-
ful.  
 
It has been so heartwarming to see our volunteers in the Learning Garden this Spring! We 
have all been so disconnected from our friends and family this past year. Our Gardens are a 
place to connect with people and with Nature. Yes, we need people to weed, dig and plant! 
But most of all; we need to be with people who love nature the way only Master Gardeners 
love it!  
 
Please continue to involve yourself at the Learning Gardens and if you can't, at least stop by 
and see this newest improvement. It's amazing!  
 
Note: Cheryl’s pictures of the hard work are on Pages 5 & 6 
 
 

“Teamwork makes the dream work.” — Bang Gae 
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“ . . . visit the gar-

den on Monday 

and Thursday 

mornings. We 

have plenty to get 

you busy!”  

The Learning Gardens are a buzz with activity as members eagerly install 
new deer fencing, weed and redo garden plots and stain our gates and per-
gola a rich black stain. It is looking so fresh and alive. The McGregor's Gar-
den fence has been painted to take on its new theme, Alice in Wonderland. 
The phenology garden is getting updated as well as the butterfly garden. If 
you have an opportunity to help, visit the garden on Monday and Thursday 
mornings. We have plenty to get you busy! Enjoy my pictures of the trans-
formation.  

A very special thanks to Rory, Don, Jim and Warren Campbell for the instal-
lation of the deer fencing and for creating the new entrance to the gardens. 
Thank you to all members that helped with the transformation in other ways. 
All work is so appreciated, and the garden looks loved! I cannot wait to 
share with our community.  

We have some plots still available for ownership. See me or Cheryl Camp-
bell.  

We have 17 eager interns ready to get involved with our program. We will 
be in the garden Saturday morning working in the pollinator garden among 
other things. If you are free, come visit us and introduce yourself.  

Enjoy the gardening season! 
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President’s Column                                                            Kathryn Bierley 

“ No matter how 
much or how little 
you are able to 
do, there’s a way 
for you to con-
tribute to this 
great group of 
gardeners.” 

It’s finally SPRING!  The Plant Sale exceeded everyone’s expectations, 
bringing in over $4,000.  Newark Grows at the Canal Market District 
starts in June. There’s a summer full of events and education coming 
up. The Pantry Garden is back in the ground and growing. The new deer 
fencing is being installed and new gates are going up.  A new fresh look 
is developing in the Learning Garden. Plans for new garden plots are in 
the works.  

It’s finally Master Gardener Volunteers in action again.  After all the diffi-
culties of 2020, we are in full swing.  It’s a great time to be busy planning, 
planting and doing.  No matter how much or how little you are able to do, 
there’s a way for you to contribute to this great group of garden-
ers.  Plans are even in the works for in-person meetings by the sum-
mer.  I can’t wait to see everyone in the garden and at all of the wonder-
ful projects. 

Joining the ranks of the Master Gardener Volunteers in Licking 
county is a dream come true.  I have enjoyed gardening and under-
standing the plants in our world since my childhood in New Jersey. 
While my experiences with gardening were limited in that urban 
neighborhood, my family encouraged my interests through 
books.  My family also provided me with many experiences in the 
outdoors and encouraged my curiosity and attempts to learn the 
names of animals and wildflowers. I'm still curious and love nothing 
more than hiking and identifying the plants along the way. Garden-
ing is another passion that has grown from my first small communi-
ty garden plot when I was fresh out of college. Today, my family 
and I enjoy spending time each day in our yard in Reynoldsburg, 
Ohio. We are there in almost every season, working to grow fruits 
and vegetables, flowers for cutting, wildflowers and other natural 
plantings to support wildlife. About eight years ago I added an api-

ary for honeybees to our garden that gives us endless hours of entertainment and fresh honey. I can-
not resist sharing with others what I learn about gardening with others - so being an MGV is a great fit 
for me!  When I am not outside or studying my MGV course work, I direct a team at The Ohio State 
University that conducts research, provides training and resources to support family and community 
engagement in education. My journey to OSU began with an undergraduate degree from Michigan 
State University, a Masters degree from the University of Kentucky, and a Ph.D. from OSU. If I have 
piqued your interest and you want to know more about our Ohio Statewide Family Engagement Cen-
ter, you can check it out here ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu, or here at cete.osu.edu. 

Master Gardener Profile                                                     Barbara Boone 

 

 

http://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu
http://cete.osu.edu
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My Artichoke Attempt Follow-Up                                         Alice Schlaegel 

In the January newsletter I shared my story about growing artichokes.  I had seven plants. I left one in 
the growing bed and placed hay bales around it. I moved the six remaining to the cold frame. The plant 
growing outside the cold frame did not survive. I had one plant in the cold frame that had root damage 
from a burrowing rodent and it passed away too. This left five survivors. I have been managing the 
cold weather by opening and closing the cold frame. I was delighted to discover that I have flower buds 
on 2 of the plants.  They aren’t ready to harvest but I’m looking forward to enjoying them soon. 
 
I’m also including a picture of my Paw Paw tree. I enjoy the blossom.  Unfortunately its pollinator 
passed away so I don’t expect fruit. I have planted five more so hopefully soon there will be a pollina-
tor. The blossom is hard to see.  It is dark purple and shaped like a small bell. 
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           New Learning Garden Fencing  

(Cont’d on Page 6) 
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New Learning Garden Fencing (Cont’d from Pg. 5) 
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New Learning Garden Fencing (Cont’d from Pg. 6) 
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REDDINGTON VILLAGE GARDENS 

PLANT OF THE MONTH 
WITCH HAZEL 'Arnold Promise" 

Hamamelis x intermedia 

 
This hybrid represents a plant group that are crossed between the Japanese and Chinese Witch Hazel.  
Of the many early spring blooming trees and shrubs (Flowering Quince, Serviceberry, Dwarf Forthergilla, 
Magnolia, Forsythia, etc.) planted in our village, nothing blooms as early as our newest plant addition - 
Witch Hazel 'Arnold Promise'.  Wavy ribbon-like yellow petals with red cups appear along the bare branch-
es in late February to early March.  On extreme cold days the sweet fragrant flowers curl up and nearly 
close to prevent damage from freezing temperature.  Most perennial plants bloom for roughly two weeks, 
witch hazel blooms for five weeks or longer.  Generally it is pest free and deer resistant, witch hazel re-
quires a well-drained consistent medium soil moisture.  Before planting this witch hazel we added soil 
amendments and increased the slope so to create the required soil and drainage conditions of our desired 
planting site.  With witch hazel's remarkable seasonal interest we wanted to plant it near an entrance 
walkway so visitors would enjoy not only the beautiful fragrant early blooms but also to mask a vertical 
building construction line.  With a growth rate of three-to-seven inches annually, we will prune to maintain 
its natural open vase-shaped with three gracefully ascending branches. 
 
The history of witch hazel stems back to Native Americans observing the golden flowers blooming in the 
dead of winter.  They used it to treat skin sores, sore muscles, stopping internal bleeding, colds and 
coughs, and many other disorders.  Witch hazel has been pressed, boiled and steamed into the service of 
human health for centuries.  Today it is one of the only U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) ap-
proved non-prescription drugs.  Witch hazel is mainly known for its lore of having the ability to find under-
ground sources of water.  It is believed that early European settlers observed Native Americans using 
American Witch Hazel to locate subterranean water.  The settlers believed they were "witching" for water - 
hence the common name witch hazel. 
 
See you in the gardens, Grizz 

Witch Hazel                                                                                      Grizz Smith                                                               

 
REDDINGTON VILLAGE GARDENS 

PLANT OF THE MONTH 
Forsythia x intermedia 

While no forsythia species are considered native to North America, the two species introduced to Eu-
rope by 1850 (F. suspensa and F. viridissima) can be considered the "ancestors" of the many cultivars 
we have today. As interest in seed collection, propagating and growing forsythia increased in Europe, 
seeds were given the opportunity to hybridize. By 1908, hybrid species of F. intermedia were imported 
into this country. 
 
Forsythia, with its bell-shaped spring blooms, noticeable even in twilight, is also known as the Easter 
tree and Golden or Yellow Bells. Innumerous flowers, preceding their leaves, cover the entire bare 
branch creating dramatic splashes of yellow brilliance in your garden and their entire surroundings. 
Flowers occur on wood produced from the previous year (old wood) and are in bloom for three to four 
weeks. This year forsythia bloomed the second week of March and for two weeks the golden bells were 
intensely refreshing. The first week of April brought three days of freezing temperatures which quickly 
reduced the flowers and pollen source for our early pollinators. As a child and later as a naturalist, I had 
heard of the folklore surrounding forsythia, "Three snows after forsythia blooms". If we are counting 
"dustings", April 1 was the first snow on forsythia this year. As I complete this article (April 20) the 
weather forecast for tomorrow is SNOW - number two. 
 
Before purchasing forsythia, like all plant purchases, look closely at the cultivated variety. Forsythias, at 
maturity, can be as small as two feet or as tall as ten. All species desire full sun with some varieties 
more adaptive to shade. All forsythias tolerate poor soil, withstand city pollutants and require moderate 
to well drained locations. The seasonal burden with this fast-growing plant (two feet per year) is to 
maintain its desired shape, allotted space and air and sun penetration throughout the plant. The most 
intensive pruning should occur during the plant's dormancy or immediately after flowering. Seasonal 

Forsythia                                                                                         Grizz Smith 

(Cont’d on Pg. 9) 
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Forsythia (Cont’d from Pg. 8) 

 

pruning to maintain shape and size will be required. Your last pruning should occur mid to late sum-
mer (July-August). Remember, flower buds develop on old wood. A fall pruning will reduce the follow-
ing year's flowers. 
 
In the landscape, if forsythia is planted as a woodland or privacy border where size is not a concern, 
depending on the variety, this would be an ideal selection. In your garden, forsythia should be used as 
a focal plant attracting visual interest which invites all viewers to delight in the surrounding beauty. 
 
Enjoy our Spring flowering season, and as always we will see you in the garden.                                                  
"Grizz" 
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 Jane Eleanor Datcher, "Nellie" to her friends, was born in the District of Columbia where she attended 
private schools operated by the Washington black community. Information on her life during this time is 
sparse but it is known that in 1877 she was awarded a certificate for her scholarship from the "Public 
Schools of the District of Columbia." 
 
Jane enrolled at the age of 19 along with her cousin Charles Chauveu Cook to Cornell University.  
Cornell was unwelcoming to women of any race at this time despite the language in its charter which 
stated the university would offer instruction to "any person". The school was to accept anyone who 
could pass their admission requirements. Female students had separate entrances, lounges, student 
government, a separate page in the Cornell Daily Sun, and were largely ignored by the male popula-
tion of the university. 
 
Hepatica (spring beauty) was once used as a medicinal herb. However it was poisonous in large dos-
es. While attending Cornell Jane researched the species Hepatica triloba and Hepatica acutiloba. Her 
hand-written thesis was titled, "A biological sketch of Hepatica triloba Chaix and Hepatica acutiloba 
DC."  
 
In 1890 Jane was among the first three African American graduates of Cornell along with her cousin 
Charles and George Washington Fields. The first African American woman to earn a degree from Cor-
nell (Bachelor of Science in botany) she can be found prominently featured in the center of the front 
row of the 1890 graduation photo. 
 
A year after graduation Jane was mentioned in an article about "Sage Maidens of Cornell University" 
published in Demorest's Family Magazine. Henry W. Sage was an advocate for coeducation who 
promised a sizeable donation to Cornell on the condition women be admitted on equal footing as men. 
Goldwin Smith, a prized professor at the institution resigned believing that the admittance of women 
would destroy the university’s academic reputation.  Construction for the Sage College for women be-
gan in 1873, with the intention of being a residential hall for the female students of Cornell. In 1884 
Cornell began requiring freshman females live in dormitories which served to restrict female student 
admissions until 1972. 
 
Subsequent to her time at Cornell, Jane attended Howard Medical School from 1893 to 1894. She also 
taught chemistry at Dunbar High school in the District of Columbia from 1892 until her death in 1934.  
Student and faculty held a memorial service in her honor in Dunbar's auditorium. The service began 
with an organ prelude and included tributes to Jane from her students, a graduate, and a co-worker 
who headed chaired the science department. Final remarks of the service were given by the principal 
followed by a silent recessional by the student body. 
 

Jane Eleanor Datcher                                                                      Tara Gill 

George Washington Carver                                                            Tara Gill 

George was born into slavery. George's mother Mary was sold at the age of 13 to Moses and Susan 
Carver, who have been described as reluctant slave owners. When George was an infant, Confederate 
raiders kidnapped he, his sister, and his mother. The family was taken to be separated and sold. Moses 
Carver sent a neighbor to help him recover the family. The neighbor was successful in recovering George. 
The Carvers raised George and his brother John, teaching them to read, write, and work in the garden. 
George's fascination with plants grew in a way that lead area people knew this young man as, "the plant 
doctor." 
 
Education was difficult to come by for a person of color. At age 11 Carver's George found a school for 
African American children. This school was located a 10 mile walk away from his home. He found a place 
to stay in exchange for chores with a childless African American couple, Andrew and Mariah Watkins. 
Mariah was a midwife and she shared her knowledge of medicinal herbs with her eager to learn border. It 
was during this time in Neosho, Missouri that Carver's George began to call himself George Carver. 
 
George gets a high school diploma from Minneapolis High school. He is then accepted, sight unseen, to 
Highland College in Kansas. The first day of school he was identified as African-American and his previ-
ous acceptance was revoked. 
 
The 1880's George spent traveling the mid-west. He claimed a homestead where he remained for several 

(Cont’d on Pg. 11) 
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years until he grew tired. Once a bank loan was procured, George moved to Iowa. There he met a couple that 
encouraged him to continue towards higher education. Painting was his favorite of the focus's he explored at 
Simpson College. Etta Budd, one of George's instructors relayed her concerns about the practicality of his 
finding employment as an artist. Observing George, Etta learned of his interest in plants and suggested he 
pursue botany.  
 
1891 George was now working on his Masters in an experiment station focusing on plant pathology and my-
cology at Iowa State College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts. He was the first African American enrolled 
there. While in attendance of Iowa College, two of his paintings were featured at the 1893 Chicago World's 
Fair. His painting entitled, "The Yucca", received an honorable mention. 
 
In 1896 he earns his Masters of Agriculture and is flooded with job offerings. The most attractive offer was 
made by Booker T. Washington of the Tuskegee Institute for George to head their agricultural department. 
Life in Alabama began a balancing act between teaching, researching, managing two farms held by the 
school, sitting on multiple committees, and periodic janitorial duties. George made great efforts to make prac-
tical, useful, knowledge available at no charge to southern farmers. 
 
Cotton was no longer king. Mono cropping cotton caused serious nitrogen issues and ravaged soil. George 
encouraged farmers to cease mono cropping in favor of crop rotation with soybeans, sweet potatoes, pecans, 
and peanuts as suggested replacement crops. These crops would improve soil availability, structure, quality, 
tilth, and nutrients. 
 
Probability for financial investments into improved farming were low so George researched ways to help farm-
ers improve their work with little to no additional debt. He published research in the form of 44 bulletins. The 
first of these bulletins was called, "Feeding Acorns". Farmers were encouraged to use acorn instead of corn 
as a more affordable option to fatten livestock. Most well-known is bulletin number 31, "How to Grow the Pea-
nut & 105 Ways of Preparing It for Human Consumption", which included recipes gathered from multiple 
sources. 
 
The post-civil war south found its earth and economy depleted. Regenerating soil sounded to area farmers 
like it would prove too expensive with the recent employment shift. Reconstruction tenancy was offered as a 
solution. Tracts of farmland were assigned to freed persons to henceforth be recognized as free-holding farm-
ers. The exchange for the assigned tracts was housing, seed (that you were restricted from saving for the 
next year), farming equipment, and a portion of the crops produced on said tract. 
 
Sharecropping black families paying to live on these plots of land were at risk of plunging into crippling debt 
as a result of razor thin profit margins in a harsh, restrictive, and coercive system of debt slavery. Many of 
these farmers were illiterate and felt they had no reason to expect help, let alone free educational information 
from an Institution. George's methods helped tenant farmers and sharecroppers become successful enough 
to pay off their debts. Landlords to these sharecroppers were so irate at their tenants freedom from debt that 
they responded with beatings, burning down their houses, and running them off of the land. 
 
The Jesup Agricultural wagon was a movable outreach program George founded in 1906. This traveling 
school was so successful it was adopted nationally by the United States Department of Agriculture as part of 
its own outreach program. 
 
George testified to the Committee on Ways and Means in 1921 in support of a tariff on imported peanuts, 
hoping to reinforce peanut production in the United States. This would be one of the actions to solidify public 
association of George with peanuts. The "father of the peanut industry" developed over 300 uses for the 
groundnut, 105 of these were the food recipes from bulletin number 31. 
 
Only three items are patented under his name - none of which are peanut butter. Patenting took so much time 
that George felt if he spent too much time on it he would do nothing else. More than that, he didn't want his 
discoveries "to benefit specific favored persons." 
 
The Aztecs and the Inca made a paste out of ground, roasted peanuts. Marcellius Gilmore Edson, a Canadi-
an chemist was the first to make modern peanut butter (patenting peanut candy in 1884.) John Harvey Kel-
logg, as in Kellogg's cornflakes, refined the peanut butter making process. Dr. Ambrose Straub designs a 
machine to make peanut butter in 1903. 

G. W. Carver (Cont’d from pg. 10) 

(Cont’d on Pg. 12) 



 

 

Visit Our Website! 

www.licking.osu.edu 

OSU Extension embraces human diversity 

and is committed to ensuring that all educa-

tional programs conducted by Ohio State 

University Extension are available to clien-

tele on a nondiscriminatory basis without 

regard to race, color, age, gender, identity 

or expression, disability, religion, sexual 

orientation, national origin, or veteran sta-

tus.  Keith L. Smith, Associate Vice Presi-

dent of Agricultural Administration and Di-

rector, OSU Extension.  TDD No. 800-589-

8292 (Ohio only) or 614-292-1868 

 If you have questions concerning access 

or wish to request a sign language inter-

preter or accommodations for a disability, 

please contact OSU Extension - Licking 

County at 740-670-5315 or by email 

at: lick@postoffice.ag.ohio-state.edu.  OSU 

Extension does not endorse any particular 

product, service or company.  The mention 
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LCMGV Officers 
Coordinator:      Lori Swihart 

President:         Kathryn Bierley 

Vice President: Collette Peugeot 

Secretary:         Karen Jackson 

Treasurer:         Mary Beth Mathews 

 

G. W. Carver (Cont’d from Pg. 11)  

May  
Phil Metzler 7th  
Alice Schlaegel 12th   
Lisa McReynolds 13th 
Ginny Bennett 19th 
Jim Rengert 24th 
  

George was an agricultural advisor to Calvin Coolidge, Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
Henry Ford (who he taught how to make peanut rubber during World War 2), and 
Mahatma Mohandas Gandhi. Joseph Stalin in 1931 requested George's supervi-
sion of cotton plantations in southern Russia and then to tour the USSR. Stalin's 
request was understandably refused. Offers were made for George to work other 
places, but he stayed loyal to the Tuskegee Institute. The "Washington" in his 
name he added himself in homage to Booker T. Washington. 
 
January of 1943 George died of complications related to a fall. He is buried next 
to Booker T. Washington at Tuskegee University. Commemorative stamps fea-
turing his image have been printed twice, a Carver half-dollar was minted briefly 
during the 1950's, and in 1990 he became first African American introduced into 
the National Inventors Hall of Fame. 
 
Teacher. Humanitarian. Researcher. Artist. Violinist. Pianist. Agricultural chem-
ist. Agronomist. Inventor. His contributions amount to so much more than pea-
nuts. 

 

 

June 
Teresa McGregor 14th   
Tara Gill 17th 
Lowell Rhodebeck 21st 
Ron Hill 24th 

Birthdays of the Month 


