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When the world 
wearies and  
society fails to 
satisfy, there is 
always the  
garden.  

- Minnie 
Aumonier  

 

 
Meet Us in “R” Garden                                        Nancy McClary 

Now that things are opening after one year of isolation, we are restarting “Meet Us in 
‘R’ Garden” tours. In the past we have visited Master Gardener gardens and also 
businesses focused on growing. How does your garden grow, Master Garden-
ers? Other than the wonderful Learning Garden, would you like to tour others’ gar-
dens? We have four Master Gardeners who have graciously agreed to open their 
gardens for us to tour. They are Kaye Alban, Cheryl Beaty, Dianne Hoffman, and 
Mary Beth Mathews. 
  
When you visit Kaye’s, her gardens are planted with pollinators in mind. There are 
lots of perennials, milkweed, and pea gravel paths.  A huge butterfly garden is in the 
backyard. Her address is 1155 Wilmington Ct. in Newark, which is just off Country 
Club Drive and close to OSU-N. Kaye asks that since she lives on a dead-end 
street, please park on High Point Estates Drive as her property runs into that 
street. Kaye will have her tour on Sunday July 25 from noon to 2 p.m. 
 
Dianne says this about her garden, “We have mostly perennial flower beds, an acre 
of woods, paths, creek, and a new koi pond with waterfall. We enjoy throwing axes 
and will let everyone give it a try.” Diane’s tour is scheduled for Sunday July 25 from 
3-5 p.m. Her address is 745 Hillgail Circle, Pataskala.  
  
Mary Beth would like you to see her perennial gardens which have an emphasis on 
pollinators in a country setting with woods and old apple orchard, and also a blue-
berry and blackberry patch. Her tour will be on Sunday August 1 from 1-3 p.m.  Her 
address is 5405 Linnville Rd. SE., Newark. 
  
Cheryl’s gardens will be open for us to tour in August. 
Cheryl once told me that she hates grass as it is so 
invasive, so she has transformed both her front and 
back yards to all gardens. Her tour is scheduled for 
Sunday August 22 from 2-4 p.m. and her address is 
267 N. 11th Street, Newark.  
  
Do you have a garden that you would be willing for us 
to tour? As you have read, four Master Gardeners 
have volunteered to have their gardens open, but as 
there are many others who have gardens, I wonder - 
would you be willing to give us a tour after Cheryl’s?  If 
so, please contact me at nmcclary@columbus.rr.com 
and I will put you on the tour schedule. 
 
Nancy McClary 
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Coordinators Column                                                                Lori Swihart 

“...this could not 

have happened if 

it wasn’t for the 

sweat, determina-

tion, and passion 

of those that 

worked so hard in 

the garden.”  

Well, despite the intermittent rain, I feel we had a successful open 
house.  
 
We had 146 visitors counted: 
104 Women 
32 men 
2 boys and 8 girls 
plus, our many wonderful volunteers.  
 
I so appreciate you sticking it out through the rain.  
I was very impressed with the number of visitors willing to continue 
their visit under the umbrellas!  
 
I spoke with an MGV from Delaware County, and she wants her 
MGV group to come down for a tour of our gardens. I spoke with a 
couple of visitors about becoming MGV's with us, one is moving 
here from Athens and wants to transfer. Cheryl Campbell has a few 
names as well. This is exciting news.  
 
But all of this could not have happened if it wasn't for the sweat, de-
termination, and passion of those that worked so hard in the garden. 
As I heard many times on Saturday, "This is the best it has ever 
looked".  
 
So, a High Five to all busy bees! 
 
Here is a little presentation of the day I created rather quickly. If you 
have pictures to share, send them my way and I can add to the 
presentation.  
 
https://tinyurl.com/5e9v9vta 
 
Thank you all again! 
 

https://tinyurl.com/5e9v9vta
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President’s Column                                                            Kathryn Bierley 

I’m so excited to be part of the Master Gardener Volunteer program. 
One of my favorite things to do is learn, and so this is a great outlet 
for me. I’m Texan by birth but moved to Newark in 2016 and have 
come to love beautiful Ohio. So much rain! So many trees!  
  
Growing up, and for most of my adult life, I've been an “indoor per-
son.” I enjoy sitting in temperature-controlled environments where 
everything I need is at hand: tea, comfy pillows, maybe a foot rub. I 
never liked getting my hands dirty and was never interested in gar-
dening. However, about five years ago my husband and I did some 
extensive traveling, during which time we worked on small organic 
farms in exchange for room and board. During that trip, we got the 
idea that it would be fun to build our own little homestead and grow 
our own food. At the time, I didn’t really understand what that meant 
or whether I would truly enjoy it, but now, after three seasons, I’m in! 

I think what has helped me become more of an “outdoor person” is the connection with nature, the 
"discovery" of this whole new universe (plants and bugs are so interesting - who knew?), and the 
sense of satisfaction I get from working in a system with other organisms. 

  
We’ve got eight large garden beds and, this year, are starting to put in fruit trees and berry bushes. My 
focus so far is primarily vegetables, but I’m branching into flowers and herbs that support the veggie 
garden. Right now, I consider myself more of a “utilitarian” gardener in the sense that I like there to be 
a clear purpose for the plants beyond the aesthetic. That said, I definitely see myself getting more into 
“flowers for flowers’ sake” in the future as well. (Last year, my sister-in-law gave me a dahlia tuber, so I 
stuck it in the ground to see what would happen. Mercy, that was a gorgeous bloom. And, I successful-
ly overwintered it and it’s back!) I also like resilient houseplants. 

  
In my non-gardening life, I teach writing and literature courses at OSU Newark and do marketing writ-
ing on the side. I also like trying out new things like fermentation, making maple syrup, and raising 
chickens. For me, one of the best things about gardening is how it builds community, and so I look 
forward to learning and gardening alongside other MGVs! 

Master Gardener Profile                                                     Lizz Stearns  

First of all, I want to add my thanks for all the hard work, planning, plant-
ing, and preparation that went into our rededication and reopening of the 
Learning Garden last week. It was nothing less than spectacular despite 
the rain. Our garden has never looked better. So many people did so 
much to bring our garden back to life. Special thanks to all the spouses, 
family and friends who helped in so many ways. If you weren’t able to be 
there, keep watching for pictures as we learn how to post photos on our 
new system in the weeks to come. 
 
Personally, I spent a good deal of time in the Learning Garden pulling 
weeds. But what exactly are weeds? Websters dictionary says weeds 
are “a wild plant growing where it is not wanted and in competition with 
cultivated plants.” George Washington Carver said that a “weed is a 
flower growing in the wrong place.” I found a lot of flowers in the wrong 
place over the past few weeks! All that weeding got me thinking: what do 
I need to know about weeds and weeding? 
 
First, I need to know which green sprouts are weeds and which are the 
plants I want to grow. This seems very simple, but sometimes it’s a bit 
tricky. We’ve all had helpers in our garden that pulled out desired plants 
because they didn’t know which were friends and which were foes. 
Proper identification is key!  
 
(continued on page 12) 

“What do I need to 

know about weeds 

and weeding?” 



 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Volume XI, Issue 4 Page 4 

Open House Celebration! 

Interns Help Prepare for Open House     Lori Swihart 

In May, some of the new MGV interns met for a tour of the Learning Gardens. Then they rolled up 

their sleeves and got their hands dirty as they dug up the old pollinator garden and potted the 

plants for viewing at the Open House. Later some of these plants will be transferred to the en-

trance garden. 

“Easy Peasy” Petunias Amy Vohsing 
 
When Lori asked for an intern to buy and plant 
petunia’s for the Learning Garden, she said “easy 
peasy!”  What she didn’t tell me was that I would 
have the pleasure of meeting other gardeners on 
a one-on-one basis as I watered and weeded a 
few times a week. I also was able to ask experts 
gardening questions on a one-to-one basis.  
 
As an intern, this enabled me to feel a part of the 
Master Gardening Community. Everyone I met 
was warm, inviting and eager to help. Even when I 
was gone for 2 weeks, many stepped up to help 
keep the petunias alive. This was a gift handed to 
me in the form of a plea for help. Thank you Lori! 
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Open House Celebration! 

Wonderland Garden       Sheila Geiling  

To struggle through the terrible Covid season, no activity in our Learning Gardens, was a sad affair. Our 

plots were in terrible condition. Finally, permission to return set many folks armed with tools to rid our gar-

dens of all their tangled mess. I will admit, I was not one that frequently arrived to battle the demon 

weeds. Those that fought like true warriors, there are not enough words of thanks. Our gardens were 

transformed into beautiful growing spaces that we proudly represented to the public at our recent Open 

House. 

 
On a side line to our event, I write as a grandmother. Linda Bishop, also a grand-

mother, like many others had her plot space planned early in the year and knew 

exactly what she wanted to represent: an Alice-In-Wonderland themed garden. 

When she asked me if my granddaughter, Liberty, would enjoy being Alice with her 

granddaughter, Evany, as Queen-Of-Hearts, I was thrilled. Fawn, Liberty’s younger 

sister, could be the Garden Greeter. The girls were so excited and the weeks prior 

we discussed what they would wear. Such fun to shop for Alice’s costume to find 

the perfect shoes and dress. Fawn had a “Bunny” dress. The night before, we made 

sure their outfits were ready and with the threat of rain, umbrellas and rain boots 

were added. 

 
Saturday arrives! The girls gathered their items and 

away we went for the gardens. Upon arrival, Alice dressed in her costume 

and Linda surprised the girls with beautiful crowns, all three so lovely. The 

girls meandered throughout the gardens and were such a cute sight. I was 

in awe of their laughter and energy throughout the day. Watching them 

conversing with the public guests, and running around as children should 

do. As a protective grandmother, I kept my eye on them and I had such joy 

in their activities and running through the rain. They were walking around 

the pantry garden and taste testing green beans. To my surprise, Liberty 

plucked a small leaf of kale and nibbled on it. I didn’t know she liked kale! 

Amazing to see children observing the growing vegetables and flowers 

knowing that we are educating our future generations. As each rain shower 

arrived the more Fawn played in the rain until she finally came to me ask-

ing for dry clothes, she was soaked. Good thing I had dry clothes! They enjoyed 

their snow cones and Liberty walked around with a blue tongue to match her dress. 

I asked the girls what their favorite part of the day was, their reply, wearing our 

crowns, tasting in the Pantry Garden, seeing all the people that like gardens.  

 
As I reminisce on the day, my favorite part was seeing three little girls be carefree 

children amongst beautiful gardens and wonderful people. I feel so blessed and 

proud to be a part of Licking County Master Gardeners. I’m sure my granddaugh-

ters will grow up with gardening in their lives as well, because “WE” are educating 

our future one crown at a time. 
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Open House Celebration! 

Memories from the day...  Opening Ceremony
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Open House Celebration! 

Memories from the day...   Ribbon Cutting

   People Gathering Together   



 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Volume XI, Issue 4 Page 8 

Open House Celebration! 

Memories from the day…  Special Programs & Performances
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Open House Celebration! 

Memories from the day…   And, of course, the Gardens!
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Shasta Daisies                                                            Joe “Grizz” Smith 

REDDINGTON VILLAGE GARDENS - PLANT OF THE MONTH 
Shasta Daisy - Leucanthemum x superbum 'Becky' 

 
The pioneer American Botanist, Luther Burbank (1849-1926) 
desired to create the whitest flower in a garden. In 1980, he 
hybridized a Japanese daisy with an American daisy and his 
endeavor was accomplished. He created the Shasta Daisy. 
The name Shasta came from the magical moonlit white snow
-capped Mount Shasta. Today, this naturalized daisy is found 
throughout North America (zones 5-9).  

 
In Reddington Village, seventeen (20%) of our residents have 
selected to adorn our gardens with Shasta daisies. If you 
think the Shasta looks like a typical daisy, look closely again. 
The large snow-white petals encircling fluorescent yellow 
disks blanket the entire plant. This sunrise delight is contrast-
ed with glossy, dark green foliage supported by stout stems 
hosting numerous blooms in waiting. Because of its multiple 
branching and plentiful side buds, Shasta daisies start bloom-
ing in late spring and continue well into autumn. Regarding its 
scent, Shasta daisies might fall in the category of an odor. 
Not all daisies, but certainly Shasta, when mindfully smelled 
resemble the stench of either cat urine, toe jam or even cow 
manure, depending on whose nose is sniffing. This is why I 
recommend purchasing daisies when they are in bloom so 
you can test scent varieties. 
  
This long-lasting sturdy flower grows 2 to 3 feet tall and vigor-
ously spreads throughout your entire garden. In order to con-
trol the Shasta's invasiveness, dig up undesirable clumps 
with a sharp spade and plant them in other areas of your gar-
den, give them to a neighbor or properly discard them. Re-
member to read the Reddington Village Owner's Rules and 
Regulations Handbook page 7, 2.37. 

 
(continued on page 13) 

Tomato Gardening in Containers     Todd Deavers 

I grabbed these tomatoes as seedlings from 
the "free" table in the poly house in April just 
before the plant sale. 
 
I have all 8 in 5-gallon pails. The soil was ini-
tially supplemented with compost, egg shells 
and coffee grounds. The Yellow Pear, Cherry 
and Roma are now producing ripe fruit with 
the Cherokee Brown and Purple soon to fol-
low. 
 
The white ring around them on the ground is 
Liquid Fence, an anti deer and rabbit product 
I bought at Wilson's to even the battle with 
those critters. I've also had some brown spot 
but that seems to be under control now via 
another product called "Rot Stop" that is a 
calcium supplement. 
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Pics & text from Collette Peugeot 

 

Don Grube 

Travis Conaway 

Jim Rengert 

Cheryl Campbell 

Warren Campbell 

Kathryn Bierley 

John Bierley 

Rory Utt 
Mary Beth Mathews 

Ann Linn 

Jo Walters 

Linda Bishop 

Barry Bishop 

Sheila Geiling 

Brad Gamble 

For: measuring, removing 

old fence, prepping, order-

ing, overseeing, installing, 

building, staining, weeding, 

new raised beds, & the new 

birdhouse for our key! 
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President’s Column  (continued from page 3) 

Early Preparations for Plant Sale  Mary Beth Mathews  

 

Next, decide how you’re going to deal with the weeds. Most of us use the tried and true “find and pull” method. Time 
consuming, back-breaking and knee-wrenching. Some choose to apply herbicides but they must be used carefully 
and are indiscriminate killers. Others of us use various tools- dandelion weeder, hori-hori knife, stirrup weeder and 
so on. It’s important to use the best tool for the weed in question- see proper I.D. above! Be sure to add gloves to 
your weed attack kit. We’ve all pulled a thistle, nettle or poison ivy without gloves and can testify to their importance. 
 
Once the main attack on weeds is completed, what next? How do you protect your garden from future weed at-
tacks? Some people rely on landscape fabric but it only makes the situation worse over time. Used under pathways 
or spaces where you aren’t going to plant, it may be fine to use. But, when used in beds and gardens, it deteriorates, 
allowing plants to grow on, in and through it, creating a nightmare for some poor unsuspecting future gardener. (Ask 
MaryBeth about how much fun she had with landscape fabric in the entrance garden.) A much friendlier long-term 
solution is mulch. Mulch can be made of many things- shredded paper, grass clippings, straw, chopped dried 
leaves, or purchased hardwood mulch. But buyer beware! Purchased mulches can contain herbicides, insecticides, 
pests, or even more weed seeds. I recently read that wood chips used as mulch compete with plants for the nitrogen 
in the soil as it breaks down, inhibiting the growth of desired plants. 
 
So, I’ve learned there’s a lot to learn about the lowly, undesired weed. The big thing is don’t procrastinate! We all 
have experienced trying to pull, dig or otherwise remove a weed we ignored too long. Of course, there is another 
approach- let it stay and become part of your garden. If you can’t beat ‘em, join ‘em! I like the quote from Robert 
Fulghum in All I Really Need to Know…  
 
If dandelions were rare and fragile, people would knock themselves out to pay $14.95 a plant, raise them by hand in 
greenhouses, and form dandelion societies and all that. But they are everywhere and don’t need us and kind of do 
what they please. So we call them “weeds” and murder them at every opportunity. 
  
Well, I say they are flowers, by God, and pretty damn fine flowers at that. And I am honored to have them in my 
yard, where I want them. 

The LCMGV Learning Garden was put to good use over the winter of 2020-2021 by members who ‘laid by’ nu-
merous varieties of perennials. Their purpose? Move them out of personal gardens and into a good growing 
space in preparation for the 2021 LCMGV Plant Sale, COVID pandemic permitting. Kudos to all who anticipated 
that, for the sale was a “GO”! I took initial responsibility for setting up the two beds used for this purpose, and to 
keep track of the plants placed there. 
  
Then came the time to “pot up” the plants so they would establish a good root system in the pots for their new 
‘owners’ on May 8th. With Cheryl Campbell helping me determine the best week for that activity, I put out a call for 
volunteers to help and both members and interns responded. Thanks to Elaine Boaz, Cheryl Campbell, Todd 
Deavers, Brad Gamble, Dianne Hoffman, Kathy Kern, and Linda Mash during the week of April 12th, over 260 
plants were “potted up”, using pot sizes from 4” to 12”!  (And I might even have undercounted!) In any event, with 
some additions from the Butterfly Garden, our collective contributions included Iris (Siberian flags, and 2 other 
kinds), Campanula (Bellflower, white), Coreopsis (Tickseed), Liriope (Lilyturf), Rudbeckia (Cone flowers, Black 
Eyed Susans, Brown-eyed Susans), Lamb’s Ear, Sedum (Stonecrop), Lemon balm, Virginia Fern, Geranium 
(Cranesbill), Obedience plant (False Dragonhead), Nepeta (Catmint) , Hosta, Monarda and Achillea 
(Yarrow). Thanks also to Sheila Geiling, Carol Svatora and Amy Vohsing who were prepared to help, but we  
didn’t need a 4th potting-up session! And a huge “THANK YOU!” to those of you who moved all of them to the 
Plant Sale location! No small feat! (Sorry I can’t thank you in person here, for I was ‘grandmothering’ in Colorado 
that day!) 
  
While we didn’t specifically ‘track’ these Learning Garden-raised plants to determine an accurate monetary contri-
bution to the total $3400+ raised from plant sales during our event, you can see that they would have provided a 
substantial one!  My point? It’s not too early to begin thinking about what you want to “lay by” for next year’s sale. 
Of course you can use your own landscape for this purpose when you divide perennials in the fall or even in early 
spring; the key is to pot them up early enough to allow about a month to establish their roots in the pot by the time 
of the sale. Every year our Plant Sale proceeds benefit from LCMGV member contributions from our own gardens 
(shrubs, perennials, veggies) and from polyhouse-raised plants. Using our Learning Garden resources just makes 
it possible to contribute even more to the success of our event. 
  
If you would like to use our Learning Garden for this purpose, please let me know. I’m willing to lead a ‘team’ for 
both fall planting and spring ‘potting up’ for the 2022 Plant Sale, and would be glad to have you participate. I’ll 
count on the new Learning Garden team to identify the planting area for our use in the late fall, and then reach 
out to you later in the year once a plan can be put in place. 



 

Visit Our Website! 

www.licking.osu.edu 

 

 
 

 

OSU Extension embraces human diversity 

and is committed to ensuring that all educa-

tional programs conducted by Ohio State 

University Extension are available to clien-

tele on a nondiscriminatory basis without 

regard to race, color, age, gender, identity 

or expression, disability, religion, sexual 

orientation, national origin, or veteran sta-

tus.  Keith L. Smith, Associate Vice Presi-

dent of Agricultural Administration and Di-

rector, OSU Extension.  TDD No. 800-589-

8292 (Ohio only) or 614-292-1868 

 If you have questions concerning access 

or wish to request a sign language inter-

preter or accommodations for a disability, 

please contact OSU Extension - Licking 

County at 740-670-5315 or by email 

at: lick@postoffice.ag.ohio-state.edu.  OSU 

Extension does not endorse any particular 

product, service or company.  The mention 

LCMGV Officers 
Coordinator:      Lori Swihart 

President:         Kathryn Bierley 

Vice President: Collette Peugeot 

Secretary:         Karen Jackson 

Treasurer:         Mary Beth Mathews 
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July 
Brenda Fenton 3rd 
Mary Beth Mathews 3rd 
Julie Strohmeyer 17th 
Loretta Pullins 30th  

August 
Cheryl Beaty 15th 
Kathy Stout 21st 
Elaine Boaz 22nd 
Donna Walters 23rd 
Cathy Williams 23rd 

Birthdays of the Month 

A Word from a Sponsor… 

State Farm Insurance  

Whether you need to buckle up with auto insurance or protect your largest sin-

gle investment, your home, State Farm Insurance can help you.  A supporter of 

Master Gardener Volunteers, this agency can provide you with an array of se-

curity and stability opportunities.  State Farm provides varied services including 

several insurance types (car, home, rental, personal property, business, life, 

health) as well as assistance with mutual funds, banking, and annuities.  State 

Farm provides agents who are knowledgeable, skilled, responsible and always 

helpful. The hallmark of a great community business is dedication to “giving 

back” and supporting non-profit entities that bring quality to the lives of families 

and community members.  State Farm is just such a business.  Please consid-

er them for your insurance needs and thank them for supporting Licking County 

Master Gardener Volunteers. 

(continued from page 10) 
  
Early spring is the best time to divide your daisies, however this extremely tough 
perennial can be moved anytime of the year. Avoid dividing daisies during hot 
and dry periods of summer. Throughout the growing season of these sun-loving 
plants, you will need to cut back the spent flowers. As the flowers fade, prune 
them back to the divide of the stem or the desired height 1/8 inch above healthy 
foliage. This cut back will encourage the blooming of new buds, extend the flow-
ering season and inhibits seed production. After the first killing frost, cut the en-
tire plant back to an inch or two above the soil, and jovially anticipate next year's 
Shastas sunrise. 
 
See you in the gardens - "Grizz"  


