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We have had an interesting spring and early summer. Many
crops throughout the state have had to be re-planted this year
due to flooding, crusting over, or pest damage. Licking County
has had its share but seems to be in better shape than much of
the state. Some of the best crops I have seen in the state have
been right here. With a little timely rainfall, we will still have the
opportunity to raise some nice crops. In this newsletter, I have
included many events from throughout Ohio that will be great
learning opportunities.
The big event of the summer is the Hartford Fair August 5th-12th.
There are some great improvements again this year including a
new Beef Barn, a new wing for the Hog Barn, and this year the
first Saturday, August 5th, is an official day. Bring your families
and enjoy all the activities. Click here for the 2017 Premium Fair
Book……click here for a listing of ALL Ohio Fairs.
Dean Kreager

AGRICULTURAL FERTILIZER CERTIFICATION OPPORTUNTIES
This will be the final opportunity to receive your Fertilizer Certification in
Licking and Muskingum counties before the September 30, 2017
deadline. At this point you can receive your certification by attending a 2
hour class if you already have a Pesticide Applicator License, or a 3 hour
class if you don’t. Those that only need 2 hours will be excused after the first
2 hours while the others will stay for the 3rd hour. This certification will be
renewed every three years by attending a recertification class. In the future,
it is likely that a test will be required to receive your certification. There will
be no charge for this meeting. Ohio Department of Agriculture does have a
$30 fee for the certificate unless you already have a Private Pesticide
Applicator License. Please call ahead to reserve a seat!
Who needs a fertilizer certification?: Fertilizer certification is required if you apply fertilizer (other than manure) to
more than 50 acres used for agricultural production grown primarily for sale. If you have the co-op or other custom
applicator make your fertilizer applications, you do not need the certification.
What fertilizer is included in the certification?: Fertilizer is any substance containing nitrogen, phosphorus,
potassium, or other plant nutrient in a dry or liquid formulation. All application types (broadcast, side dress, subsurface, knifing, etc.) are included in the certification requirement. The only application exempted is start-up
fertilizers that are applied through a planter and manure. For this certification requirement, lime and limestone are
not considered fertilizers.
Who is exempt from the training requirement? Applicators who are a Certified Crop Advisor (CCA) or Ohio
Certified Livestock Manager (CLM) are not required to attend training to become certified for fertilizer applications.
However, those with a CCA or CLM exemption for training must still contact Ohio Department of Agriculture at 614728-6987 to complete the exemption paperwork and pay for the fertilizer certification if the applicator does not
already have a pesticide applicator license.

Licking County

Muskingum County

August 30, 2017, 9am-12pm
Licking County Extension Office
771 E. Main Street, Suite 103,
Newark, OH 43055
Call 740-670-5315 to register

August 31, 2017, 6pm-9pm
Muskingum County Extension Office
225 Underwood Street
Zanesville, OH 43701
Call 740-454-0144 to register
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“FARMING IN OHIO” NEWS
Ohio Will Soon Permit Certain Agricultural Utility Vehicles to
Travel on Public Roads
Written by: Chris Hogan, Law Fellow, OSU Agricultural & Resource Law Program
A new Ohio law affects farmers that plan to use certain utility vehicles this planting season, including Gators, Mules and other utility
vehicles with a bed designed to transport cargo. The new law is part of the 2018-2019 transportation budget, formally known as House Bill
26. HB 26, which goes into effect on June 30, 2017, permits vehicles to travel on any public road or right of way—other than a freeway,
when travelling from one farm field to another for agricultural purposes.
Click here to find out what qualifies as a “utility vehicle” and “ what to know before driving a utility vehicle on the road”!

Newly Revised Ohio Agronomy Guide for Sale
Published on May 25, 2017 by CFAES
A lot can change in 12 years!! That’s why the 2005 edition of the Ohio Agronomy Guide was just revised to offer the most up-to-date
guidelines for planting corn, soybeans, wheat and forages in Ohio, managing the pests they attract and enriching the soil in which they
grow. All the guidelines offered in the book are specific to Ohio and based on research in Ohio fields.
Chapters include: Ohio’s Climate and Soil, Soil and Water Management, Soil Fertility, Corn Production, Soybean Production, Small Grain
Production, Forage Production, Multiple Cropping and Pasture and Grazing Management.
The newly revised Ohio Agronomy Guide is $15.75 and will be available soon at OSU Extension county offices or can be purchased now
through the CFAES Publications estore at go.osu.edu/OhioAgronomyGuide.

Lyme Disease and Other Tick-Carried Diseases on the Rise in Ohio
Published on June 19, 2017 by CFAES
A steadily rising number of Lyme disease cases are being reported in Ohio transmitted by a tick that can be as small as a poppy seed.
Every year since 2010, when Ohio’s first population of blacklegged deer ticks was discovered in Coshocton County, the number of people
infected with Lyme disease has increased. Last year’s statewide total of 160 human cases of the disease is more than three and a half
times the 2010 total.
Besides the increase in Lyme disease, more Ohioans are also reporting cases of other tick- related diseases, leading to concern about
tick populations that used to be rare in the state.
Click here for full article on identification, biology and diseases for American Dog Tick, Blacklegged Tick or Deer Tick, Lone Star Tick, and
Brown Dog Tick.

Hay and Straw Barn Fires A Real Danger
Author(s): Jason Hartschuh, Mark Sulc, Sarah Noggle, and David Dugan

Sometimes the weather does not cooperate and we may bale hay or straw when it has more moisture than is should have. A recent barn
fire in another county acts as a reminder that wet hay or straw can result in major safety issues as well as huge economic losses. Wet
hay can take weeks to ignite so just checking it for a few days may not give you as much peace of mind at night. Click here to read the
full article
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WHAT’S ALL THE “BUZZ” ABOUT?

Volunteers
Team
Up To Win
International
Award

Award Winning Pollinator
Garden at The Dawes
Arboretum
Licking County Master Gardener Volunteers have teamed up with
Dawes Arboretum to create a Pollinator Garden located outside of
the Visitors Center. The garden highlights plants to attract
pollinators, blooms for three seasons to sustain the pollinators and a
bee hive. The garden project was entered in the Demonstration
Category for the International Master Gardener Volunteer Conference
to be held in Portland, Oregon in July 2017. The Pollinator Garden
won second place and will be receiving an award at the conference.
Click here to view the award winning project.

Learn the Secrets of Native Bees
Coming to Dawes Arboretum on August 4th!!
COLUMBUS, Ohio (published June 22, 2017) — Observing and identifying bees used to be reserved for the select
few scientists with access to powerful microscopes and detailed identification guides.
With close-up photography, powerful binoculars and user-friendly field guides, now anyone can learn to identify
common bees. And an upcoming series of bee biology and identification workshops can help get people started.
To register for a workshop or the free lecture, visit go.osu.edu/gobees. The deadline to register for the workshops is
July 21. For more information, contact Ellsworth at ellsworth.2@osu.edu.
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GARDEN NEWS
Selling Foods at the Farm: When Do You Need a
License? By: Peggy Hall, Leader, OSU Agricultural & Resource Law Program
With spring in full swing and summer just around the corner, many producers may be considering selling produce, meats,
cottage foods and baked goods directly to consumers at the farm property. A question we often hear from farmers thinking
about these types of farm food sales is, “do I need some type of license or inspection to sell food from the farm?” The answer
to this question depends upon the type of food offered for sale:





Sales of foods such as fresh produce or cottage foods do not require a license.
Sales of certain types of baked goods require a home bakery license.
Sales of multiple types of foods or higher risk foods require a farm market registration or a retail food establishment
(RFE) license.
The home bakery license, farm market registration, and RFE license involve inspections of the production or sales area.

It is important for a producer to carefully assess the food sales situation and comply with the appropriate licensing or
registration requirements. To do so, a producer should identify the type and number of food products he or she will sell and
whether the food poses low or high food safety risk.
Our new Law Bulletin, Selling Foods at the Farm: When Do You Need a License? will help producers assess their situations
and determine their needs for appropriate licensing, registration, or inspections.
Read the bulletin
on http://farmoffice.osu.edu, here

2017 Columbus Urban
Farm Tour Series
The Columbus Urban Farm Tour Series is a joint project
sponsored by the Franklin County Office of Ohio State
University Extension, and the Columbus Urban Farmers
Network. The goal of the Columbus Urban Farm Tour
Series tours is to demonstrate to the general public the
many benefits of urban farms in Columbus.

SCHEDULE
 Converting Vacant Land Farm, Wheatland
Farm, Saturday July 22, 2pm-4pm
 Commercial Market Garden Tour, Heirloom
Produce, Saturday, July 29, 11am–12:30pm
 Residential Permaculture Food Garden Tour,
Sunny Glen Wellness,
Saturday, August 5th, 2pm-4pm

There is no fee or advance registration required to
participate in these which are open to the public. Farm
tours will be held rain or shine and participants should dress
accordingly.

 Productive Residential Urban Farm Tour, Over
The Fence Urban Farm,
Sunday, August 20th, 2pm-4pm

For more information about the Columbus Urban Farm Tour
Series, contact Mike Hogan at OSU Extension at 614-8666900 or hogan.1@osu.edu - Click here for full brochure

 Suburban Farmstead and Micro Dairy Tour,
Jedidiah Farm and Studio,
Saturday, September 2nd, 2pm-4pm
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OUT OF COUNTY WORKSHOPS
2017 Turfgrass
Pathology Disease Day
Date: Thursday, July 12th, 9:00am-12:00pm
Location: Columbus, OH
Program: Spend time looking over ongoing disease research trails, hear about new and current fungicides and
how to get the most for your chemical dollar, get an update from the disease clinic-what has been reported and
what to look out for as the summer progresses, hear the turfgrass pathology team’s report on nematodes for
2017, so far, and Q&A Session including one on one help with your turfgrass problems.
Click here for registration flyer

2017 Sheep Day
Date: Saturday, July 15th, 8:00am-4:00pm
Location: Wooster, OH
Program: OARDC Sheep Research Unit –Research update, Pasture Walks with the Experts, Beginning and
Novice Shepherd’s Sessions, Current Research: The Effect of Weaning Ago on Lamb Health and Performance,
The Impact of Internal Parasites on the Sheep Operations, and Managing Primary Predator Issues on Ohio
Sheep and Livestock Farms
Click here for registration flyer

Women in Agriculture
Hands-On Tractor Night
Date: Tuesday, August 1st, 5:30pm-8:00pm
Location: Zanesville, OH
Program: The purpose of this fun evening is to provide a comfortable environment for operating equipment and
asking questions, as well as networking with other women involved in agriculture in our area.

Click here for registration flyer
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WIN YOUR WAR ON WEEDS
As weeds such as marestail become more of a problem for corn and
soybean growers, scientists in the College of Food, Agricultural, and
Environmental Sciences at The Ohio State University are putting more
resources into the research of new herbicides and herbicide resistant
weeds and crops. Take advantage of one of the workshops below to
learn how to “win this war”.

CANADA THISTLE, COMMON MOONSEED & MARESTAIL
July 6th, 8:00am – 10:00am in Wooster, OH
Participants will discover those weeds and others — and specifically how to identify and control them — in
the arboretum’s Summer Weed ID Class.
Click here for full registration flyer

MARESTAIL CONTROL AND NEW HERBICIDE TRAIT TECHNOLOGY
July 12th, 9:00am – 12:00pm in South Charleston, OH
Weed specialists will display research during a field day for agricultural industry representatives and corn and
soybean growers interested in learning about weed control in Ohio corn and soybean fields.
This event will focus on marestail control and new herbicide trait technology, which is how new herbicides are
created to fight the weeds that have developed a resistance to certain herbicides.
Click here for full registration flyer

WINE GRAPE DISEASE, INSECT AND WEED DIAGNOSTIC WORKSHOP
July 21st, 8:30am – 3:00pm in Kingsville, OH
July 26th, 9:30am – 2:00pm in Piketon, OH
The OSU Extension IPM Grape Team and the Ohio Grape Industry Committee invite you to attend a daylong-workshop on pest scouting and the identification and management of grape disease, insect pests and
weeds in Ohio vineyards.
Click here for full registration flyer
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FARM SERVICE AGENCY NEWS
2017 Acreage Reporting Dates
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit the Licking County Farm
Service Agency (FSA) office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Licking County:
July 15, 2017 --- Report all your Burley Tobacco, Cabbage (Planted 3/19/17-5/31/17), Corn, Grain Sorghum, Hybrid Corn
Seed, Spring Oats, Popcorn, Potatoes, Soybeans, Sugar Beets, Tomatoes and all other crops.
Aug. 15, 2017 --- Report Cabbage (Planted 6/1/17-7/20/17).
Sept. 30, 2017 --- Report Aquaculture.
Nov. 15, 2017 --- Report Perennial Forage Crops.
Dec. 15, 2017 --- Fall Barley, Fall Wheat, and all other Fall-Seeded Small Grains.
The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:
If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 15
calendar days after planting is completed.
If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later
than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county
office.
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date for NAP
covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.
For questions regarding crop certification, crop loss reports, and an appointment to report please contact the Licking County
FSA office at 740-670-5340.
Enrollment Period for 2017 USDA Safety Net Coverage Ends Aug. 1
Producers on farms with base acres under the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known as the
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can visit Farm Service Agency (FSA) county
offices to sign contracts and enroll for the 2017 crop year. The enrollment period will continue until Aug. 1, 2017.
Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers on the farm must enroll by signing a contract each
program year.
If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017 enrollment period, the producers on that farm will not be eligible for financial
assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2017 crop should crop prices or farm revenues fall below the historical
price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. Producers who made their elections in 2015 must still enroll during
the 2017 enrollment period.
The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural producers when
there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large
and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, dry peas, rapeseed, safflower seed,
sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. For more details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.
For more information, producers are encouraged to contact the Licking County FSA office.
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FARM SERVICE AGENCY NEWS cont….
Facility Loan Program Expanded: New/Used Equipment, Structures, Trucks and Low Down Payment Option

The Farm Storage Facility Loan program has been expanded to include a number of exciting changes! Farm Service Agency
(FSA) can now loan on new or used, portable or permanently affixed storage and handling equipment. Loans on used bins
and/or dryers are now permitted. Portable augers, grain carts, and grain trailers are now eligible. Skid loaders and wheel
loaders are eligible if they are used to move a commodity produced on the farm. Facility loans of $50,000 or less can be
considered microloans with a down payment of only 5 percent. Storage and handling TRUCK loans are now available.
Interest rates are LOW!
Marketing Assistance Loans Are a Great Marketing Tool
A 2017-crop Marketing Assistance Loan (MAL) is available for producers who share in the risk of producing the crop through
the Farm Service Agency! MAL’s are a marketing tool that provides capital/income now at a low interest rate (around 2.000%)
with repayment no later than the 9 month loan term. Ask your Program Technician for more information.

Loan rates are as follows:
Corn $1.98 per bushel

Soybeans $5.11 per bushel

USDA FSA Offers Text Alerts to Licking County Producers
Subscribers Can Receive Important Program Reminders and Updates! The Ohio USDA FSA County offices now offers
farmers and producers the opportunity to receive notifications from their county office through text messages on their cell
phone. Our Program Technicians can assist you in adding your cell number to our database. Also do we have your email
address to send updates?
Conservation Reserve Program Opportunities! Waterways can fix gullies and put tile in at the same time with cost share
and an annual rental payment. Hay and pasture fields can be bid into the Grassland Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
and if accepted producers receive the annual rental payment and cost share on needed fence. Do you need a filter strop
along a stream? Ask about CRP while you are here!
Report Livestock Losses! The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock
death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the
federal government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock owners and contract growers for livestock death
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires,
extreme heat or extreme cold. Additional information about LIP is available at the FSA office or read the LIP fact sheet.
Breaking New Ground
Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground for production purposes
as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true
for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions. Always plan ahead for
determinations of this nature.
Never Too Early To Think About 2018 Acreage Reporting Dates
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit the Licking County FSA
office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. You are reporting your 2017 crops right now but
remember that 2018 perennial forage crops must be reported by November 15, 2017 and Fall Barley, Fall Wheat, and other
Fall-Seeded Small
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OSU Extension, Licking County
Agricultural & Natural Resources
771 E. Main Street, Suite 103
Newark, OH 43055
740-670-5315 Phone
740-670-5317 Fax
licking.osu.edu

May/June Rainfall Data
AREA

MAY

JUNE

Alexandria
Appleton
Bowling Green
Croton
Hebron
Madison Twp
Newark
Newton Twp
Newton Twp Southeast
S. Union Twp
Union Twp
Utica
Washington Twp South

5.51
4.05
3.50

4.64
4.10
5.00

4.91
3.85
6.45
5.05

2.91
3.68
2.95
2.95
3.10
3.10
3.08
4.53

4.75
4.70
5.98

Click here for
historic rainfall
data for
Licking County

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.

