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As I write this, 2017 is just about finished. Many people are making
resolutions or goals for 2018. When I started this job, I set several
goals of which one was to put out a bi-monthly newsletter to help
keep you informed of agriculture and natural resources related news
and events that may be helpful. I am happy to say that I have met
that goal. Another was to visit a number of county farm and
property owners and I have nearly doubled that goal. With that
being said, and the fact that there are over 1400 farms in Licking
County, I still have many people to meet. I am glad to come for a
visit to learn about your farm. Learning what is working and not
working in Licking County helps me provide assistance to others that
are having problems. What works best in another part of the state is
not always the best answer here. Please feel free to call the office
and set up a time that is convenient for you. I also set a goal to
provide meetings and services that would help increase profits for
local producers. The Farm Business Analysis Program and the
Cattle Reproduction meeting inside this issue are to local programs
that could have big economic impacts. I wish you a prosperous and
healthy New Year. – Go Bucks!
Sincerely, Dean Kreager
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FARM PROFITABILITY – WE CAN HELP!
Farm Business Analysis
What makes a farm business successful? Is it record-breaking yields, the highest producing cows, or using the most up-to-date
technology? While all these things may help, the real key to operating a successful farm business is knowing where you stand
financially.

Where We Come In
Our goal is to help you interpret the numbers behind your profits and losses, and show you how to improve your business
decision based on your farm’s analysis.
To complete your analysis, we start with your beginning and ending balance sheets from the most recent business year. To fill
in the year between the balance sheets, we provide input forms the cover all purchases, sales and enterprise information.
Farm business analysis is a tool that can be applied to any farm, regardless of size, crop, or livestock enterprises. Financial
management is critical to the success of every farm business.

Working Together
By working with the Ohio Farm
Benchmarking Program, we will
complete a financial analysis of your
farming operation. This analysis will
help you understand where your areas
of profitability are in the business. We
will give you tools to understand what
the numbers mean. Finally, you will be
able to compare your farm business to
similar businesses across Ohio to see
how you stack up to the
competition. There may be an area of
expense you can work on reducing or
another area of the business where you
are able to make management decisions
for a profitable future for your farm
family.
Licking County Extension is a host
location for the program. All types of
farms are encouraged to participate.
Our technician will service Licking and
surrounding counties.
If you are
interested in using our confidential
service to improve your farm finances,
please call the Extension Office at 740670-5315.
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WORKSHOP & TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES
LICKING COUNTY PRIVATE PESTICIDE AND FERTILIZER APPLICATOR RECERTIFICATION TRAINING
Click here for on-line registration for February 13th , 2018 from 6:00pm – 10:00pm
Click here for on-line registration for February 27th , 2018 from 10:00am – 2:00pm
This training meets the recertification requirements for the Private Pesticide Applicator and Fertilizer Applicator in ALL
categories CORE through 7 and 15 (Fertilizer).
Cost of Recertification Trainings:
$35.00 for 4 hour Combined Private Pesticide Applicator Recertification AND Fertilizer Applicator Recertification (6:00-10:00pm)
$35.00 for 3 hour Private Pesticide Applicator Recertification ONLY (6pm-9pm) on the 13th & (10am-1pm) on the 27th
$15.00 for 1 hour Fertilizer Applicator Recertification ONLY (9pm-10pm) on the 13th & (1pm-2pm) on the 27th
 A meal will be provided during the training
All payments will be taken at the door. Cash or check only. Make checks payable to OSU Extension. If you have
difficulty registering online, please feel free to call Kym at 740-670-5315 and she can help walk you through the
process.
Contact Dean Kreager at 740-670-5315 or kreager.5@osu.edu for questions regarding this training.
If you are a Commercial pesticide applicator the private pesticide training will not count towards recertification. Please visit
http://pested.osu.edu for commercial recertification opportunities.
All fertilizer applicators may use the fertilizer training for recertification.
Registration for this training does NOT include the Private Pesticide Applicator license renewal fee that is due to the Ohio
Department of Agriculture. Please contact our office at 740-670-5315 or the Ohio Department of Agriculture at 614-728-6987 if
you have any questions concerning your renewal/recertification status.

Cattle Reproduction – Making the Best Use of Available Reproductive Technologies
When: January 23rd, 2018 at 7:00 P.M.
Where: Licking Valley High School’s Ag Building, 100 Hainesview Dr., Newark (Ag Building is to the right of the high school)
Cost: Free
This meeting will help all levels of producers, from the person who is interested in using artificial insemination for the first time to
the person that has used embryo transfer for years. Reproductive technology continues to progress and a lot has changed in
the last five years. We will discuss the topics of estrus synchronization, timed breeding, artificial insemination, sexed semen,
embryo transfer, and in vitro fertilization. Are you using the available procedures to improve your management and your herd
genetics? Learn about the current status and what the future holds. Get answers to your questions such as: What are the
costs? What are realistic expectations? How do I take the next step? Click here for flyer.
Presenters:
Mel Dejarnette, Vice President of Processing and Research for Select Sires Inc.
Dr. Rob Stout, DVM. Owner of Legends Lane Reproductive Services
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ATTENTION LANDOWNERS!
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FREE ONLINE CLASSES FROM OHIO STATE
Ohio State Offers 3 New Free Online Courses on Environmental Science
COLUMBUS, Ohio — Anyone with access to the Internet, any time, anywhere, can take a series of free online introductory courses in
environmental science at The Ohio State University.
Three new Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) are available for anyone interested in learning more about Earth’s environment and
sustainability. The courses are part of the Introduction to Environmental Science series offered by the Canvas Network.
The first course in the series, Earth’s Environment: Soil, Water, and Air, introduces students to environmental science, environmental
literacy and the scientific process.
The series’ second course, Energy and Earth: Fossil Fuels, Alternative, and Renewable Energy, explores human energy production and
use and their impact on the environment, human health and Earth’s ecosystems.
The third course, Life on Earth: Biomes, Climates, Ecology, and Evolution, looks at the vast diversity of life on Earth.
Brian Lower, associate professor in Ohio State’s School of Environment and Natural Resources (SENR), leads the courses’ team of
instructors. SENR is part of the university’s College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences (CFAES).
The new series is being made available to students across the globe at no charge through Canvas, which, according to its website, works
“to promote openness and innovation in education.” It does that by assimilating courses from colleges, universities and organizations to
create open-access educational experiences.
“These courses have the potential to reach a variety of learners, and we hope that the material helps students reach their educational or
career goals,” Lower said.
Designers from Ohio State’s Office of Distance Education and eLearning (ODEE) helped develop the new series. ODEE has collaborated
with SENR over the past three years to develop several online courses for Ohio State undergraduate students, including Sustainability
Metrics; Introduction to Rural Sociology; Introduction to Environmental Science; and Introduction to Forestry, Fisheries and Wildlife.
Enrolling to learn
Anyone from across the globe can easily enroll in the series once they create a Canvas.net account, said Ella Weaver, one of the
courses’ instructors and an instructional aides associate who works to support SENR’s eLearning initiatives.
“By enrolling, students are able to connect to open content in an online platform at their leisure,” Weaver said. “Each course offered is
free and self-paced, so students have access to all the course material and resources on a continuous basis and don’t have to worry
about cost or time constraints.”
Offering the course content as a series allows greater flexibility for the diverse needs of students, Weaver said. Students can opt to enroll
in the full series or simply enroll in an individual course in the series that aligns more with their interests or goals.
“We recommend spending three hours per week if students are going to be active participants in the courses,” Weaver said. “Participants
may also just access the chapters they are interested in and pop in and out of a course.”
Designed to expand access
Lower said the new courses keep with Ohio State’s tradition of developing innovative approaches to teaching and learning. He said he
and the other instructors have strived to provide engaging, inclusive educational materials to attract a diverse audience of students.
“Several hundred students have enrolled in the course during the first month, and we expect this number to grow to several thousand
enrolled students in 2018,” he said.
Through a welcome survey built into the courses, the instructors have learned more about their student enrollees. For example, of those
completing the survey, 65 percent were outside North America, 43 percent use a language other than English as their primary spoken
language, and 23 percent were taking their first online course.
Published on December 13, 2017 - Writer(s): Molly Bean, Source(s): Brian Lower, Ella Weaver
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OHIO WINTER HAPPENINGS
OHIO WINTER STRAWBERRY DAY

OHIO MAPLE DAYS ON TAP JAN 18-20

OPEN HOUSE
Visit our greenhouse to learn how you can grow strawberry
in soilless substrates!
Date: Saturday January 6th, 2018
1PM – 3PM

Sweet science: Ohio Maple Days helps producers
prepare for the coming maple syrup season, which in
Ohio runs from early January through mid-March,
depending on the weather.

Where: The Ohio State University Howlett Hall Greenhouse
(680 Vernon Tharp St., Columbus, OH)
Costs: Campus pay machine parking (@$2-$4 per hour), No
registration fee.
Please RSVP by 12/23/17
https://goo.gl/forms/E0vKLYDZYgZ2rbM22
Hosts and Presenters:
Chieri Kubota & Mark Kroggel, Dept. of Horticulture and Crop
Science

WOOSTER, Ohio -- This year’s Ohio Maple Days are
set for Jan. 18 in Morrow County, Jan. 19 for Wayne
and Holmes Counties, and Jan. 20 in Geauga County
(new location).
The programs, which are the same at each location,
offer educational sessions on maple production. They
are timed to help producers get ready for the coming
season. Both hobby and commercial producers are
welcome.
Click here for flyer and registration

Guest speaker:
Brad Bergefurd, Extension Educator, OSU Extension Scioto
County and OSU Center for Specialty Crops
Strawberry Greenhouse Tour and Q&A
Contact for your questions: Chieri Kubota (kubota.10@osu.edu)

2018 COSHOCTON AND MUSKINGUM COUNTIES AGRONOMY SCHOOL
The 2018 Agronomy School for Coshocton and Muskingum Counties will be on Wednesday, January 31, 2018 at Dresden
United Methodist Church, 1014 Main St, Dresden, OH 43821. Topics will include disease and pest management, managing
harvest data, nutrient management and water quality, and industry outlooks. Speakers include Pierce Paul, Elizabeth
Hawkins, Lindsay Pease and Mike Estadt. Cost is $30 and includes a copy of the new Ohio Agronomy Guide, 15th edition.
Light refreshments will be served at 9:00 am and lunch is provided. The program will begin promptly at 9:30 am.
Certified Crop Advisor continuing education credits are available. Payment and registration may be completed online with a
credit card at go.osu.edu/2018cmagr. Registration flier with additional payment option information is available
at go.osu.edu/agschoolflier. Registration deadline is January 24.
The 2018 Coshocton Muskingum Agronomy School is sponsored by the OSU Extension Offices of Coshocton and
Muskingum Counties with additional support from the Ohio Soybean Council. Please contact Clifton Martin, ANR Extension
Educator Muskingum County, at 740-454-0144 or martin.2422@osu.edu with any questions.
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NEWS
UPDATE ON REQUIRED DICAMBA TRAINING FOR 2018
Following a summer of many instances of off-target movement of dicamba across the country from use in Xtend soybeans, the labels for
Engenia, XtendiMax, and FeXapan were modified in an attempt to reduce future problems. These products became restricted use
pesticides, and an additional requirement is that anyone applying these products must attend annual dicamba or group 4 herbicide-specific
training, and have proof that they did so.
Details are still being worked out on this training for Ohio, but it WILL NOT be conducted by OSU Extension, or accomplished through OSU
winter agronomy or pesticide recertification meetings. At this point, as far as we know it appears that it will be conducted by Monsanto,
BASF, and DuPont at meetings held specifically by them for this purpose, and also possibly through an online training module. Final details
and meeting schedules are not likely to be in place until after the first of the year. We will pass on information as we get it from ODA and
companies, and applicators will undoubtedly receive this information from multiple other sources as well.
Click here for full article

CHANGES TO OHIO’S LIVESTOCK CARE STANDARDS
Effective January 1st, 2017. Although the latest changes in Ohio’s Livestock Care
Standards may not directly effect sheep producers in the state of Ohio, these regulatory
changes can serve as a reminder for sheep producers to look into these Standards to
ensure that your operation is adhering to the appropriate guidelines.
By following this link, you will be provided with a quick Fact Sheet that outlines Small
ruminant care, handling, transportation, management, housing, and euthanasia. Also,
you can find the full Guide regarding the care of sheep, goats, alpacas, and llamas by
following this additional link.
Ohio’s livestock care standards were implemented after Ohioans passed State Issue 2
in 2009.
The Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) says producers and livestock owners should
take note about the upcoming changes to Ohio’s livestock care standards.

Effective Jan. 1, veal calves must be housed in group pens by 10 weeks of age.
Additionally, whether housed in individual stalls or group pens the calves must be
allowed to turn around and cannot be tethered. Also effective Jan. 1, tail docking on
dairy cattle can only be performed by a licensed veterinarian and only if medically
necessary.
The above changes were recommended by the Ohio Livestock Care Standards Board,
a group of 13 members from farming, veterinary, academic, food safety, animal care
and consumer interest backgrounds tasked with annually reviewing the standards and
recommending any appropriate changes to ODA. The changes were submitted by ODA
and ultimately approved by the Ohio legislature’s Joint Committee on Agency Rule
Review.

Ohio’s livestock care standards were implemented after Ohioans overwhelmingly
passed State Issue 2 in November 2009. The constitutional amendment required the
state to establish comprehensive livestock care standards, established in rules by the
Ohio Department of Agriculture.

BEEF QUALITY ASSURANCE
Beginning in 2019, cattlemen who
market cattle that ultimately end up in
the Wendy’s™ food chain must be BQA
certified. It’s expected that others will
likely soon follow Wendy’s™ lead on
BQA certification for producers. The
essence of this edict is that all packers
who market beef to Wendy’s™ will
require all their cattle to originate from
cattlemen with BQA certification. With
this in mind, we will be offering training in
Licking County to establish or maintain
Beef
Quality
Assurance
certification. While dates have not yet
been set , they are likely be in February
or March. Dates will be sent via email
once determined.
If you have questions please call our
office at 740-670-5315.

Ohio Department of Agriculture (Previously published in Ohio Farmer; 11-20-2017)
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SOYBEANS
CREATING BETTER SOYBEANS
COLUMBUS, Ohio — In rows of petri dishes, soybean roots bathe in fluorescent light, an unremarkable site unless you work
in the laboratory where they grow.
The simplicity of the setup belies the complexity of the research that went into creating the roots. For decades, the genes of
the seeds that produced these roots have been tinkered with to create a plant that resists a common and highly destructive
soybean disease: Phytophthora root and stem rot.
Statewide, the disease accounts for $50 million in losses every year, ranking it as one of the top three most vexing soybean
diseases for Ohio farmers. Phytophthora sojae thrives in wet, warm soil, particularly poorly draining soil, which is common in
northwest Ohio.
The soybean roots growing in Leah McHale’s lab at The Ohio State University just might have the genes to fend off the
disease. The answer is at least two years away from being determined.
In a month or so, the soybean roots will be exposed to Phytophthora, then watched to see whether they acquire the disease
and die. If their resistance changes — getting better or worse — then that means McHale and her colleagues, including
soybean pathologist Anne Dorrance, have identified another gene that affects resistance to Phytophthora. That gene then
becomes a building block in creating a new variety of soybean seed that can thwart the disease.
A soybean plant carrying that newly identified gene improving resistance will be crossed with another soybean plant with that
same gene. Then the resulting seeds will be grown into plants and tested for their disease resistance.
And that process will be repeated for a few more generations of plants grown throughout the state and at universities
nationwide until McHale and other researchers can definitively say that the plant variety they created will not succumb to
Phytophthora. The seed from those plants can then go to market for soybean growers in Ohio and elsewhere.
The Long Road to Resistance
The journey that begins in a petri dish and ends with a new variety of seed that resists Phytophthora can stretch to five or
more years. That’s partly because a soybean has a surprisingly large number of genes, about 66,000 - roughly three times
higher than the number of genes humans have. Soybeans are more complex than you might think.
“You think plants, like soybeans, just sit there and grow, but they have to respond to sunlight, lack of rain, pathogens, insects,
and other circumstances,” said McHale, an associate professor of soybean breeding and genetics in the College of Food,
Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences (CFAES) at The Ohio State University.
Published on December 12, 2017
Writer(s): Alayna DeMartini, Source(s): Anne Dorrance, Leah McHale

Page 8

CORN & SOYBEANS
Corn Farmers Thrilled, Soybean Farmers Disheartened By This Year's Yields
Published on December 12, 2017

COLUMBUS, Ohio— Despite the gush of rain in the early part of the season, corn made a comeback and led to surprisingly
high yields in Ohio this year.
The state’s soybean farmers were not so fortunate: yields were down an average of four bushels compared to a year ago.
Though the U.S. Department of Agriculture had estimated Ohio’s average corn yield would be 173 bushels per acre, many
farmers harvested 200 plus bushels per acre, said Allen Geyer, a research associate with Ohio State University Extension.
OSU Extension is the outreach arm of the College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences at The Ohio State
University.
“Everyone has been pleasantly surprised about yields. Price-wise, that’s a whole different story,” Geyer said.
On average, Ohio farmers got $3.50 per bushel for their corn and $9.39 for soybeans, both down from the 2016 averages of
$3.61 per bushel for corn, $9.66 for soybeans.
Favorable weather through much of the season contributed to high yields of corn this year, Geyer said. No days were too hot,
which can slow corn’s growth.
However, the season got off to a rocky start. In mid-April, mild temperatures encouraged a lot of farmers to plant, but then
heavy rain that month forced some farmers to replant, sometimes multiple times. So, some planting extended into early June,
Geyer said.
“This year we had a lot of replanting going on,” he said.
The late planting along with the wet fall delayed corn harvest this year. As of the end of November, 87 percent of the state’s
corn acres had been harvested, which is 9 percent less than the five-year average for what’s harvested by that date.
Of the corn grown in Ohio, the vast majority goes to feed animals, produce ethanol, or is ground up for corn meal or flour.
This field corn is far different from the sweet corn that people eat. It’s harder, higher in starch and not so tasty.
Ohio’s soybean farmers this year were a bit frustrated with their yields. This year’s average was 51 bushels per acre,
compared with 55 last year, said Laura Lindsey, a soybean specialist with OSU Extension.
Some parts of the state ended up getting really dry in August and September, which may be why
yields are down, Lindsey said. Across the state, the wet spring led to smaller, yellower soybeans,
she said.
“It’s good to have rain, but it was high intensity rain so we had a lot of standing water and
saturated soils,” Lindsey said.

Drenched soils hinder the growth of soybeans. “There were a lot of stunted and yellow beans
across the state in June,” Lindsey said.
Despite the improved weather in July and August, soybean yields were still affected.

Writer(s): Alayna DeMartini
Source(s): Allen Geyer, Laura Lindsey
Page 9

BARLEY FOR BEER
Barley for Beer: New Guide Promotes Additional Revenue Stream
Published on December 6, 2017
COLUMBUS, Ohio — Farmers who want to tap into the state’s surging craft brew industry now have a guidebook to help them
grow a key ingredient: barley for malting.
Since raising barley for beer is considerably different from growing it to feed animals, grain experts from the College of Food,
Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences (CFAES) at The Ohio State University have just published a guide on growing it for
malting. In Ohio, winter barley is planted in early fall and harvested in late June, typically avoiding high temperatures that can
increase protein content in the grain.
Barley for beer needs to be low in protein and high in carbohydrates. Barley for feed animals, which is what most of the barley
grown in Ohio is used for, is the opposite: high in protein and low in carbohydrates.
“We’re looking forward to beer made from Ohio-grown barley,” said Eric Stockinger, associate professor in the Department of
Horticulture and Crop Science. “It’s taken us a lot to get to this point.”
The number of acres planted in malting barley in Ohio is on the rise, spurred by the state’s growing craft brew industry,
Stockinger said. He is testing seed varieties in plots across Ohio to find one that will produce barley suitable for malting and
good enough for beer.
A new privately-owned malting facility is expected to be built in Marysville, creating a demand for local barley. Malting involves
soaking dry barley, letting it germinate and then drying it for use in making craft beer.
As it stands now, much of the craft beer made in Ohio uses barley from outside the state, including Europe.
Farmers who plant barley for malting need to guard against head scab, caused by a fungus that can reduce the quality of the
barley grain, said Laura Lindsey, a small grains specialist with Ohio State University Extension. Lindsey has test plots of winter
barley around the state and both she and Stockinger are among the authors of the new guide on growing the crop.
Applying the right amount of nitrogen at the right stage is critical because too much nitrogen or nitrogen applied too late could
increase the protein content in the barley, making it unsuitable for beer, Lindsey said.
“If quality standards are met for the barley, there should be a premium for the grain,” she said. “Farmers are very excited
about it. Prices are low for wheat, corn and soybeans, so they’re looking for a niche, a new opportunity.”
Barley for malting is expected to bring in $6 to $7 a bushel, Stockinger said.
While that price may be attractive, if anything goes amiss in harvesting or storing the barley, the malting facility could reject the
crop, and currently there are no secondary markets for it. Barley for malting can’t be stored in a common silo because if the
barley mixes with other grains, it can be rejected, Stockinger said. A maltster may also reject barley if the seed coat of the
grain is damaged during harvest.
“The malting companies only want the best stuff,” he said. “Ohio has the capacity to produce the finest quality malting barley,
but doing so will also require that the growers are diligent in managing their crop.”
Writer(s): Alayna DeMartini
Source(s): Laura Lindsey, Eric Stockinger
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FSA NEWS
Breaking New Ground
Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and
NRCS before breaking out new ground for production purposes
as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s
federal farm program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true
for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland
Conservation (WC) provisions.
Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage,
crop residue and rotational requirements as specified in their
conservation plan.
Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to
conducting land clearing or drainage type projects to ensure the
proposed actions meet compliance criteria, such as clearing any
trees to create new cropland. These areas may need to be
reviewed to ensure such work will not risk your eligibility for
benefits.
Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly
Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation
(WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA
to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) for further review is necessary.
2018 ARC/PLC Enrollment Period Has Started
Farmers with base acres in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC)
or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) safety net program can visit FSA
county offices to sign contracts and enroll for the 2018 crop year.
The enrollment period will end on Aug. 1, 2018. Since shares
and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers
must enroll by signing a contract each program year.
The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018
enrollment period will not be eligible for financial assistance from
the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or
farm revenues fall below the historical price or revenue
benchmarks established by the program. Producers who made
their elections in previous years must still enroll during the 2018
enrollment period.
The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm
Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural producers when there is a
substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities.
Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small
chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils,
mustard seed, oats, dry peas, rapeseed, safflower seed, sesame,
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. For more details regarding
these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee,
and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and FarmRaised Fish Program (ELAP) provides emergency assistance to
eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions,
such as blizzards and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural
disaster assistance programs.
Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under
the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), loss of purchased
feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse
weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an
eligible drought and additional cost associated with gathering
livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an
eligible adverse weather event, cost of additional feed purchased
above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an
eligible weather event or loss condition, including CCD, and hive
losses due to eligible adverse weather.
Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of
normal mortality and/or loss of purchased feed due to an eligible
adverse weather event.
Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised
fish losses from Oct. 1, 2017 to Sept. 30, 2018 must file:
 A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss
is apparent or by Nov. 1, 2018
 An application for payment by Nov. 1, 2018
 The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 million per
federal fiscal year.
 The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:
 ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet
 ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet
 ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet
To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA
fact sheet web page at www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets.

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their FSA County office

Page 11

FSA NEWS CONT… AND RESOURCES
Report Livestock Losses
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to
adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates
livestock owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather, including losses due to
hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme cold.
For 2017, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2017, and no later than 60 calendar days from the ending date of the applicable
adverse weather event or attack. A notice of loss must be filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. Participants
must provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later than 90 calendar days after the end of the calendar year
in which the eligible loss condition occurred.
 Proof of death documentation
 Copy of growers contracts
 Proof of normal mortality documentation
USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock. These established percentages reflect
losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions. Producers who suffer livestock losses in 2017 must file both of the
following:
 A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss was apparent
 An application for payment by March 31, 2018.
Additional information about LIP is available at the FSA office or read the LIP fact sheet.

OHIO’S COUNTRY JOURNAL
We have received copies of the December issue of Ohio’s Country Journal that includes The Ohio State University 2017 Corn,
Soybean and Forage Performance Trails. If you would like a FREE copy, stop by our office during normal business hours:
Monday – Friday 8:30am – 4:30pm. It can also be viewed online by clicking here.

IDENTIFYING PLANTS – DIGITAL SAMPLE SUBMISSION APP
New to Ohio State University’s C. Wayne Ellett Plant and Pest Diagnostic Clinic is an app for iPhone or iPad which will allow Clinic
clientele to submit digital samples or images either as stand-alone samples or to supplement a physical sample being sent to the
Clinic.
.
OSU’s Clinic joined with 7 university-based plant diagnostic laboratories in the development of the app which is available for free
from the i-Tunes Store and can be found here: https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sample-submission/id669269520?mt=8 or by
scanning the QR code. Anyone may download and use the app which will guide the users with questions customized for various
situations. There is still a basic diagnostic fee for digital samples submitted through the app. Click here for the current basic
exam fee.
While pictures are worth a thousand words they do not always tell the whole story. Many plant disease or insect samples will still
require microscopic examination or other types of specialized tests to confirm the diagnosis. If a physical sample is required as a
follow-up to a digital sample the basic fee will be waived for that physical sample.
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WINTER SAFETY TIPS FOR THE HOME
OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION
Every home should have a disaster supplies kit that contains at least the basics: a flashlight or battery-operated lanterns, portable radio, extra
batteries, first aid kit, bottled water/juices, nonperishable food, manual can opener, and extra blankets for warmth. Other items to consider
including in the kit are extra prescriptions and items for babies or family members with special needs. Store an ample supply of items
necessary to sustain every member in the home for at least three days, in case you’re snowed or iced in.
If possible, before winter sets in, invest in an alternative heating source, such as a fireplace, propane or kerosene heater, or generator - in
case of an extended power outage.
Check your homeowner’s insurance policy to make sure coverage is adequate for the type of winter weather in your area. Learn what is
excluded from the policy.
Make sure auxiliary heaters and fireplaces are adequately maintained and serviced. Many fires related to auxiliary heating sources are
preventable through simple maintenance. Before installing a wood-burning stove, check with local fire officials as to codes and proper
installation techniques. Do not store kerosene in a non-approved container or inside your home and be sure to keep flammable materials
(walls, curtains, etc.) away from all heat sources.
During the winter, drain pipes if your power goes off or if you plan an extended stay away from home. To drain, turn off the water heater and
main water supply, open all faucets in the house and drain the system by keeping the valves open. Drain all toilets by holding the lever down
until the tank empties. If well water is used, the pump’s electric switch should be shut off and the pressure tank and system should be
drained.
Outside the Home
Remove dead tree branches. Ice and snow, combined with winter winds, can cause limbs to snap and break and could do damage to your
home.
Clean gutters. Snow and ice can build up quickly, especially if your gutters are clogged with debris. When thawing begins, water from melting
ice has nowhere to drain and can back up under your roof and eaves, causing water damage to walls and ceilings. Consider buying screens
to keep your gutters debris-free.
To Shovel or Not To Shovel?
As far as Ohio law goes, it has long been established that homeowners do not have a legal obligation to shovel when there is a natural
accumulation of snow and ice. In December 1993, the Ohio Supreme Court upheld this concept when a guest attempted to sue a homeowner
in Franklin County for a slip and fall outside of the homeowner’s house (see Brinkman V. Ross). Although there is no legal obligation in Ohio
to shovel and clear sidewalks, homeowners should at least try to maintain them.
Some states have laws in place requiring snow and ice removal; Ohio does not. However, a homeowner would be liable if someone decides
to sue as a result of tripping over a crack or other irregularity on a homeowner’s walkway. Also, if someone slips on ice that was formed
because of a poorly positioned down spout, the homeowner could be held liable.
Local municipalities may invoke snow removal ordinances. If your city or
township has an ordinance that requires residents to keep walkways free of
snow and ice, then you have a responsibility to maintain your sidewalks.
Some Ohio cities with snow removal ordinances levy fines for not removing
snow in a timely manner, while others issue warnings. However, a local
ordinance does not automatically implicate a homeowner if someone slips and
falls on un-cleared property.
The Ohio Insurance Institute suggests checking with your local municipality on
any snow removal policies or requirements. Click here for additional
information.
Published on November 30, 2017
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FIRST ANNUAL COVER CROP FIELD DAY
OHIO STATE UNVERSITY EXTENSION

Over 50 Attendees!

Thank you H.W.
Martin & Son Co. for
providing seed.

Thank you to our
Guest Speakers:
Alan Sundermeier
Rafiq Islam
Mark Loux

Thank you Orville &
David Felumlee for
providing the
location, equipment,
and labor.

Thank you Dean Kreager & Ted
Wiseman for organizing the event!

Thank you Licking
County Soil & Water
for coordinating the
fly on applications.
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OSU Extension, Licking County
Agricultural & Natural Resources
771 E. Main Street, Suite 103
Newark, OH 43055
740-670-5315 Phone
740-670-5317 Fax
licking.osu.edu

Let’s Go BUCKS!!!
2018 COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF
DATE

GAME / LOC.

TIME / TV

TEAMS

Jan. 8

National Championship
Atlanta

8 p.m.
ESPN

Semifinal winners

Jan. 1

Rose Bowl Semifinal
Pasadena, Calif.

5 p.m.
ESPN

No. 2 Oklahoma vs. No. 3 Georgia

Jan. 1

Sugar Bowl Semifinal
New Orleans

8:45 p.m.
ESPN

No. 1 Clemson vs. No. 4 Alabama

SELECTION COMMITTEE BOWL GAMES
DATE

GAME / LOC.

TIME / TV

TEAMS

Jan. 1

Peach Bowl
Atlanta

12:30 p.m.
ESPN

No. 7 Auburn vs. No. 12 UCF

Dec. 30

Fiesta Bowl
Glendale, Ariz.

4 p.m.
ESPN

Dec. 30

Orange Bowl
Miami

8 p.m.
ESPN

Dec. 29

Cotton Bowl
Arlington, Texas

8:30 p.m.
ESPN

No. 9 Penn State vs. No. 11
Washington
No. 6 Wisconsin vs. No. 10 Miami

No. 5 Ohio State vs. No. 8 USC

OTHER BOWL GAMES
DATE

GAME / LOC.

TIME / TV

TEAMS

Jan. 1

Outback
Tampa, Fla.

12 p.m.
ESPN2

Michigan vs. South Carolina

Jan. 1

Citrus
Orlando, Fla.

1 p.m.
ABC

Notre Dame vs. LSU

Dec. 30

TaxSlayer
Jacksonville, Fla.

12 p.m.
ESPN

Louisville vs. Mississippi State

Dec. 30

Liberty
Memphis, Tenn.

12:30 p.m.
ABC

Memphis vs. Iowa State

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.
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