
 

 

 
 

Happy New Year! 
 
I hope everyone enjoyed a great holiday season with family and friends and reached out to 
those less fortunate.  As we move into the New Year, this is a great time to take a look at 
how we have been doing things and think about ways to improve.  To help with that process, 
this newsletter will have dates and information for several educational events happening 
soon.  
 
My name is Dean Kreager.  For those who did not know, Perry County was able to make 
their Ag and Natural Resource Educator a full time position.  Ted Wiseman had been splitting 
his time between Licking and Perry and now will be fulltime in Perry County.  This brought 
the opportunity for Licking County to once again have their own full time person.  I began this 
position in mid-November and have been trying to meet as many of you as possible.  I 
understand that there are many specialized concerns in our county.  Through the extension 
service, I will have access to a vast number of specialists and resources to get your answers 
to your questions so don’t hesitate to ask.  I have been a resident of licking county for 20 
years and my wife and I have raised our children here.  My degrees were in Dairy Science 
but I have been raising Angus cattle since we moved here.  Please feel free to stop by the 
office or call. 
 
If you know someone who does not receive this newsletter, and would like to, please call or 
e-mail our office to let us know.  We want to reach as many people as possible so they can 
find out about upcoming educational opportunities in Licking County as well as around the 
state. 

 
                                                                                        Sincerely,  
                                                                                        Dean Kreager 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION LICKING COUNTY 
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Working in Cold Weather 
 
Kent McGuire – OSU Ag Safety and Health Program 
Coordinator 
Winter is around the corner and the day to day operations of the 
farm will continue despite ever increasing winter conditions such 
as colder temperatures, ice and snow. Farm activities such as 
feeding livestock, breaking ice in the water trough, cutting wood 
or loading stored grain can be increasingly difficult when 
exposed to winter conditions.  Even though it may be tempting to 
“tough it out” or “work through it”, prolonged exposure to cold, 
wet, and windy conditions, can be dangerous, even at 
temperatures above freezing. When working in cold weather, 
precautions should be taken to minimize the risk injuries like 
frostbite or hypothermia. 
To reduce exposure, clothing should be your first consideration 
when working in cold weather. Clothing should be selected to 
suit the temperature, weather conditions (e.g., wind speed, rain), 
the level and duration of activity. The following are 
recommendations for working in cold environments: 
 

 Wear several layers of clothing. Trapped air between 
layers forms a protective insulation. 

 Wear warm gloves, and keep an extra pair handy in 
case the first pair becomes wet. 

 Wear a suitable hat that provides protection for your 
head, ears, and even your face in extreme 
conditions.  Forty percent of a person’s body heat can 
be lost when the head is left exposed. 

 Use the hoods of jackets or sweatshirts for added 
protection for your neck, head, face and ears. 

 Wear appropriate footwear with warm socks. Footwear 
should not fit too tightly which could reduce blood flow 
to the feet    and increase the risk of a cold injury. 

 Wear synthetic, wool, or silk clothing next to the skin to 
wick away moisture. Cotton clothing can lose insulating 
properties when it becomes damp or wet. 
 

Additional safety precautions while working in cold weather 
should include: 

 If possible, perform high exposure work tasks during 
the warmest part of the day 

 Avoid getting wet. According to the Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration (OSHA), body heat can be 
lost 24 times faster when clothing is wet. 

 Take short frequent breaks in areas sheltered from the 
elements, to allow the body to warm up. 

 Avoid exhaustion and fatigue because energy is 
needed to keep muscles warm. 

 Consume warm, high calorie foods to maintain energy 
reserves. 

 Drink warm sweet beverages, avoiding alcohol and 
caffeine, to avoid dehydration. 

 Work in pairs (buddy system), especially in remote 
areas, to keep an eye on each other and watch for 
signs of cold stress. 

 Have a cell phone handy, to call for help in the event of 
an emergency. 

 Shielding work areas from the elements can reduce 
wind chill or the chances of getting wet. 

 Watch for signs of frostbite: loss of feeling and white or 
pale appearance in extremities such as fingers, toes, 
ear lobes or the tip of the nose. If symptoms are 
detected, get medical help immediately. 

 Watch for signs of hypothermia: uncontrollable 
shivering, memory loss, disorientation, incoherence, 
slurred speech, drowsiness and apparent exhaustion. If 
symptoms of hypothermia are detected, seek a warm 
location, remove any wet clothing, warm the center of 
the body first, and get medical help as soon as 
possible. 

 
For more information about the OSU Ag Safety visit 
http://www.agsafety.osu.edu or contact Kent McGuire, OSU 
Agricultural Safety & Health, at mcguire.225@osu.edu or 614-
292-0588.   
. 

 

http://www.agsafety.osu.edu/
mailto:mcguire.225@osu.edu
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Ohio Beef School to Explore All Phases 
of Production 
December 16, 2016  
 
The 2017 Ohio Beef School webinar series will begin on January 17 with a close look at 
what the cow/calf sector can do in the foreseeable future that will enhance profitability. 
What follows in subsequent sessions on February 7 and February 28 will be similar looks 
at the next two phases of production and how they all relate. Specifically, the second 
session will explore management of feeder cattle as they come from the cow and 
progress to the feedyard. During the last evening we’ll closely scrutinize the demands of 
the consumer and whether the entire production system – cow/calf through the feedyard 
and to the retailer – is meeting those demands and what it will take looking forward to 
achieve that goal. 
 
As we progress through each evening in the series, the goal will be to demonstrate how 
the relationships between the three primary sectors of the beef industry in Ohio – cow-
calf, backgrounding/stocker, and feedlot – must work together to produce high quality beef 
for today’s consumer. As we begin the conversation on January 17, Dr. Justin Rhinehart, 
Associate Professor, Extension Beef Cattle Specialist, University of Tennessee 
Department of Animal Science, will focus on key management practices that will help the 
cow-calf producer stay viable in the beef cattle business.  He will discuss how genetics 
and nutrition are key components of reproduction management that will keep females 
productive.  Dr. Amy Radunz, Associate Professor, Beef Cattle Production, University of 
Wisconsin – River Falls will follow with “Achieving the genetic potential of your calf crop – 
it starts at conception!”  This presentation will cover how nutrition and management during 
gestation impacts the lifetime development of the resulting calf. 

Dr. Francis Fluharty, Research Professor, The Ohio State University Department of 
Animal Sciences, will be the featured on February 7, 2017. This session will compare 
grazing versus confinement growing systems for feeder cattle.  Dr. Fluharty will evaluate 
the advantages and disadvantages of these two distinctly different management systems 
and explore how calf health and management impact the end product. 

The series concludes on February 28, 2017 with Dr. Justin Sexten, Supply Development 
Director for Certified Angus Beef, discussing “Meeting consumer demand: Perspective 
from the feed yard to the consumer.”  He will challenge the audience to consider 
questions such as: How do feeder, packer, grocer and restaurateur demands influence 
the decisions the cow-calf manager makes? ; Does an end-user focused cow herd work 
on the farm? ; What opportunities exist to capture value added processes? 

This series is free of charge and if you can’t attend all 3 classes, come to as many as you 
can. 

As in the past, each evening’s webinar will be broadcast live beginning at 7 p.m. from host 
locations throughout Ohio as well as one in West Virginia. For more information about 
attending at any of the remote location sites, contact the individuals listed below: 

Licking County, Claylick Run Farm, 11970 Cross Rd., Newark, OH 
Contact Dean Kreager (740-670-5315) for details 
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PRIVATE PESTICIDE APPLICATOR  
RECERTIFICATION OPPORUNITIES 

 
If your license expires in March 2017, and you need 
hours  to renew your license, there are three local 

opportunities.   
 

 To register for a class, call 740-670-5315. 
 

Monday, February 20, 2017 10am-1pm 
OSU Extension Office, Licking County 

771 E. Main Street 
 Newark, Ohio 43055 

Private Applicator Recertification 10am-1pm 
(Core, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7)  Class Fee:  $25.00 

 
Thursday, February 23, 2017 6pm-9pm 

OSU Extension Office, Licking County 
771 E. Main Street  

Newark, Ohio 43055 
Private Applicator Recertification 6pm -9pm 

(Core, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7) Class Fee:  $25.00 
 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 6pm-9pm 
OSU Extension Office, Licking County 

771 E. Main Street, Suite 103  
Newark, Ohio 43055 
Class Fee:  $25.00  

Private Applicator Recertification 6pm-9 pm  
(Core, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7) 

 
Other opportunities can be found at 

www.pested.osu.edu 

3-HOUR AGRICULTURAL 
FERTILIZER CERTIFICATION 

MEETINGS 
 

More information will be included in                         
the next newsletter 

 
(Intended for applicators who currently do and do 

NOT have a pesticide applicator license) 
Note: You will need the last four digits of your social 

security number for identification. 
 

March 20, 2017 6pm-9 pm 
Licking County Extension Office 
771 E. Main Street, Suite 103,  

Newark, OH 43055 
Fertilizer Certification 6 pm-9 pm 

 
 

March 23, 2017 10 am-1 pm 
Licking County Extension Office 
771 E. Main Street, Suite 103, 

 Newark, OH 43055 
Fertilizer Certification 10 am-1 pm 

 
 

PESTICIDE RECERTIFICATION 
 

This year’s pesticide recertification dates are below.  Please take the time to review  
your private applicators license to make sure that you attend a session this year  

if needed.  Remember you can attend pesticide recertification a year early 
 if you so wish. The Ohio Department of Agriculture will bill you a $30 recertification fee. 

 The Licking County fee for the class is $25 payable at the time of the class.  
 If you have any questions please feel free to contact  

Dean Kreager at 740-670-5320 or by email at kreager.5@osu.edu 
 

For a complete listing of all pesticide recertification dates and locations visit: 
http://pested.osu.edu/privaterecert.html.  The Fertilizer Certification dates are listed as well. 

 
The fee for Pesticide recertification is $30.00 to The Ohio Department of Agriculture; you should have 

received your letter from them.  The Recertification program costs will be $25.00 payable the day of the 
class.  There is no charge for the Fertilizer certification from ODA if you currently have a private pesticide 

license.  There will be no charge for the fertilizer program as well. 
 

 

www.pested.osu.edu
http://pested.osu.edu/privaterecert.html
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Final Repair Regulations Add Another Tax                                  
Management Tool for Farmers 

 
December 23, 2016.  by: Barry Ward, Leader, Production Business Management & Director, OSU Income Tax 

Schools – Ohio State University Extension.  Ohio Ag Manager December 2016. 
 

Edited material from the “National Income Tax Workbook 2016”, Land Grant University Tax Education Foundation Inc. 

 
The final tangible property (property that can be felt or touched) regulations affect all taxpayers who acquire, 

produce, or improve tangible property. The regulations clarify whether costs are currently deductible or whether the 
taxpayer must capitalize and depreciate the costs. The final regulations are generally effective for tax years beginning 
on or after January 1, 2014. 

 
The final repair regulations include a de minimis (the law/IRS does not concern itself with anything under this 

amount) safe harbor that allows taxpayers to elect to deduct the cost of tangible property, rather than recovering the 
cost through depreciation expense. The de minimis safe harbor increases a farm client’s ability to expense the 
purchase cost of livestock and small equipment. 

 
Under the Treas. Reg. § 1.263(a)-1(f)(1) de minimis safe harbor, a taxpayer can take a current-year 

deduction (when the cost is paid or incurred) for the acquisition or production of units of tangible property that cost 
less than a specified amount, even if the taxpayer would normally have to capitalize the cost, or deduct the amount 
paid when the property is first used or consumed in the business. Thus, a farm client may be able to deduct 
otherwise capitalizable expenditures under the safe harbor. However, for a farmer who intends to later sell the 
property at a gain, electing the de minimis safe harbor may increase the tax owed on the later sale. 

 
Although the taxpayer’s accounting procedures can set any dollar limit for expensing amounts, the per-item 

tax deduction is limited to $2,500 for taxpayers without an applicable financial statement (AFS) and $5,000 for 
taxpayers with an AFS. Therefore, if the accounting procedure sets a threshold that exceeds $2,500 ($5,000 for 
taxpayers with an AFS), only the items that cost $2,500 ($5,000) or less qualify for the safe harbor. This activity will 
likely trigger extra IRS scrutiny. For farmers, the safe harbor is particularly useful to expense small equipment and 
livestock held for productive use, such as animals held for dairy or breeding. 

 
When a taxpayer properly applies the de minimis safe harbor, the amount paid is not treated as a capital 

expenditure or as materials and supplies. Instead, the taxpayer deducts the amount under Treas. Reg. § 1.162-1, 
provided the expense otherwise constitutes an ordinary and necessary business expense. If the items to be deducted 
don’t have an applicable expense line on Schedule F, they can be listed as “Other expenses”. 

 
Any subsequent gain on disposition of the property is ordinary income, so in some situations, it may be 

preferable to not elect to expense the property under the de minimis safe harbor. 
 
Property expensed under the de minimis safe harbor is not I.R.C.§ 1231 property, and the taxpayer must 

report the sale on Form 4797, Sales of Business Property, Part II, as ordinary income. The income from the sale 
does not meet the test for self-employment income and, even though it is ordinary income, the taxpayer does not 
report the income on Schedule C (Form 1040), Profit or Loss From Business (Sole Proprietorship), or Schedule F 
(Form 1040), Profit of Loss From Farming, where it would be subject to self-employment (SE) tax. 
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Trade show and more 

There also will be a trade show; 
reports by OSU Extension and 

the Ohio Maple Producers 
Association; free testing of 

hydrometers, refractometers 
and Vermont Temporary Maple 

Syrup Grading Kits — 
participants are encouraged to 

bring them along; and a session 
called “Maple Nuggets” for 

sharing questions, ideas and 
information. 

Pre-Register By January 12th 
and Save $5 

Preregistration — which 
includes lunch, refreshments 

and handouts — costs $30 and 
is due by Jan. 12. Registration 

after that date and at the door is 
$35 and does not include lunch. 

To preregister, send your name, 
contact information, date you 
wish to attend, and check or 

money order (payable to OSU 
Extension) to OSU Extension, 
Holmes County, 75 E. Clinton 

St., Millersburg, OH 44654. 

Or, complete and mail the 
registration form available at 
go.osu.edu/2017MapleDays. 
Further details on the topics 
and speakers are also at that 

link. 

For more information on the 
events and preregistration, call 

Ashley Gerber of OSU 
Extension’s Holmes County 

office, 330-674-3015. 

 

 

2017 Ohio Maple Days Are Jan. 19-21 
Published on December 21, 2016 

WOOSTER, Ohio — The 2017 Ohio Maple Days are set for Jan. 19 in Morrow 

County, Jan. 20 in Wayne County — the location is a stone’s throw from Holmes 

County, too — and Jan. 21 in Geauga County. 

The events offer educational sessions on maple syrup production. They’ll cover 

topics such as pricing, food safety, tap timing and quality control. The topics and 

speakers will be the same at all three locations. 

Both hobby and commercial producers are welcome. 

Ohio’s maple syrup season typically starts sometime in February. The timing 

depends on the weather. 

Prep for the coming season 

The events are meant to help producers get ready for the coming season, said 

Gary Graham, state maple specialist with Ohio State University Extension and one 

of the events’ speakers. 

OSU Extension is the outreach arm of the College of Food, Agricultural, and 

Environmental Sciences at The Ohio State University. The college is the sponsor 

of the events. 

The events’ three locations will be: 

 Jan. 19, Morrow County, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Lutheran Memorial 

Camp, 2790 State Route 61, Fulton. 

 Jan. 20, Wayne and Holmes counties, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the 

Mennonite Christian Assembly Church, 10664 Fryburg Road, 

Fredericksburg. 

 Jan. 21, Geauga County, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Joe J.S. Miller’s Window 

Shop, 15020 Shedd Road, Burton. 

The topics and speakers will include: 

 “Food Safety Act and Ohio Department of Ag Updates” by Dan Milo, food 

safety supervisor with the Ohio Department of Agriculture’s Division of 

Food Safety.  

 “Why Production Numbers Matter” by Graham and Cheryl Turner, deputy 

director of the Ohio Field Office of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 

National Agricultural Statistics Service. 

 “Timing of When to Tap” by Graham. 

 “Bulk Syrup Prices and Quality Control” by Joe Polak, owner-operator of 

the Maple Hollow packing company in Merrill, Wisconsin. 

Trade show and more 

There also will be a trade show; reports by OSU Extension and the Ohio 
Maple Producers Association; free testing of hydrometers, refractometers 
and Vermont Temporary Maple Syrup Grading Kits — participants are 
encouraged to bring them along; and a session called “Maple Nuggets” for 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=38047413&msgid=392638&act=OJ0J&c=1335392&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ohiomaple.org
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=38047413&msgid=392638&act=OJ0J&c=1335392&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ohiomaple.org
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=38047413&msgid=392638&act=OJ0J&c=1335392&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fgo.osu.edu%2F2017MapleDays
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=38047413&msgid=392638&act=OJ0J&c=1335392&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fextension.osu.edu
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=38047413&msgid=392638&act=OJ0J&c=1335392&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fcfaes.osu.edu
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=38047413&msgid=392638&act=OJ0J&c=1335392&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fcfaes.osu.edu
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=38047413&msgid=392638&act=OJ0J&c=1335392&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ohiomaple.org
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=38047413&msgid=392638&act=OJ0J&c=1335392&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ohiomaple.org
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Veterinary Feed Directive Information 

The Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD) goes into effect on January 1 2017.  The purpose of the VFD is help 

insure the judicious use of antimicrobials (think antibiotics), generally termed as drugs.  By definition, a VFD is 

“a written statement issued by a licensed veterinarian in the course of the veterinarian’s professional practice 

that orders the use of a VFD drug in or on an animal feed.” This written statement authorizes the client to obtain 

and use the VFD drug in or on an animal feed to treat their animals only in accordance with the directions for 

use approved for the drug by the FDA.  A veterinarian can issue a VFD to a client only if a valid veterinarian-

client-patient relationship (VCPR) exists. Thus, farmers need to be working with their veterinarian now to make 

sure this VCPR is in place.  

An Ohio Veterinary newsletter from the Ohio State Veterinary Extension department spelled out what is 

included in a VCPR and summarized it as “a formal relationship that you have with a veterinarian who serves as 

your primary contact for all veterinary services and is familiar with you, your livestock/animals, and your farm 

operation.  This veterinarian is referred to as your Veterinarian of Record (VoR), and both the VoR and the 

client should sign a form to document this relationship.  You can download a VCPR template developed by the 

Ohio Veterinary Medical Association Drug Use Task Force at: https://vet.osu.edu/extension/general-food-fiber-

animal-resources    This veterinary relationship can be thought of as similar to having a primary “family doctor” 

where that individual is the one whom you consult with regarding prescription needs, changes in health status, 

or specialized services.” 

Recently (August 2016) a brochure defining the VFD and providing more information for livestock owners was 

developed by the Ohio State University Veterinary Extension department.  This brochure summarize two very 

important changes about drugs that livestock owners may have or be using and what will be required under the 

VFD to continue use of those drugs.  The brochure provides examples of water use and feed use drugs and 

which will require a VFD and which will require a prescription.  The brochure is available by clicking on the 

following link: OSU Veterinary Extension VFD Brochure 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OEFFA CONFERENCE 
 

Ohio’s largest sustainable food and farm conference, the annual OEFFA Conference is moving from Central  
Ohio to Dayton and changing the conference format this year!  Sponsored by The Ohio Ecological ood 

 and Farm Association, this year’s 38th annual conference will be held February 9-11 at the Dayton  
Convention Center in Dayton.  The OSU College of Food, Agriculture and Environmental Sciences 

 is a sustaining sponsor of this conference, and several CFAES units will have displays at the conference,  
including OSU Extension’s Sustainable Ag Team. Several CFAES faculty and staff teach at  

this conference.  This conference has previously been held in Granville.   
You can click on this link for detailed information. http://www.oeffa.org/conference2017.php 

 

https://vet.osu.edu/extension/general-food-fiber-animal-resources
https://vet.osu.edu/extension/general-food-fiber-animal-resources
http://wayne.osu.edu/sites/wayne/files/imce/OSU%20Brochure_VFD.pdf
http://www.oeffa.org/conference2017.php
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Ohio Christmas Tree Association (OCTA) Winter Meeting with OSU Extension  
January 21, 2017 
The Reese Center 

The Ohio State University – Newark Campus 
Agenda is subject to change. 

 

 

 

7:00 am Set-up 

8:00 am 
Registration Desk Opens 
  Coffee and pastries 

8:30 am - 

9:35 am 

Room 125 (F & G) 

Business Meeting: 
  Welcome / Introductions (Mike Gutridge)  
  President’s Report  (Bill Cackler)   
  Treasurer’s Report  (Avery Wilcox) 
  NCTA Director’s Report (Blake Rafeld)  
  Operation Evergreen Update (Amy Galehouse)  
  Website Update (Mary Jan Perdulla)  
  Photo Contest  (Al DiVencenzo)  
  New Business (Bill Cackler) 
   

9:40 am – 
11:00 am 

 
Featured Speaker 
Nordman Fir Updates -  Dr. Rick Bates, Penn State University 
 

11:05 am – 
11:55 am 

Marketing 
Mike Hogan, OSU Extension 

12:00 pm – 

1:25 pm 
Catered Lunch & More… 
  Photo contest winners, Hall of Fame Induction, Golden Light Bulb, 50/50 Raffle Drawing   

 Room 125 (F & G)   Room 125 (D & E) 

1:30 pm – 
2:20 pm 

Agri-tourism Law 
Peggy Hall, OSU-Extension 

Soils 
Bill Cackler, Cackler Family Farm 

2:30 pm – 

3:20 pm 

 
 
 
Insects and Mites 
Dave Shetlar, OSU Extension      
 
  

Raptors 
Marne Titchenell, OSU Extension 

3:25 pm – 

4:15 pm 

Pollinators 
Denise Ellsworth, OSU Extension 

4:20 pm Adjourn (Complete & Return Meeting Evaluation Forms)  



 
 



 
 



  



 



  



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
OSU – Extension Office 

771 E. Main Street, Suite 103 

Newark, OH 430255 

 

740-670-5315 Phone 

740-670-5317 Fax 

Kreager.5@osu.edu 

 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 

 

http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

